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ANGOLA 


AFRICAN LUSOPHONE COUNTRIES TRADE WITH SPAIN FIGURES 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 16 Jul 83 ppl, 2 


[Text] Madrid--With the exception of Angola and Sao Tome and Principe, 
African lusophone countries have deficits in their balance of trade with 
Spain, as indicated in data disclosed yesterday in Madrid. 


In May Angola sold goods for a sum of 82,989 pesetas, close to 70 million 
escudos, and bought for a sum of 277,194 pesetas, close to 240 million 
escudos. 


For the first time in recent years, Angola bought more in one month than it 
sold to Spain. 


Compared to the first 5 months of the year, the balance of trade is in 
Angola's favor, showing 11,808 million pesetas (10 billion escudos) in 
imports. 


Mozambique exported to Spain during May goods for a sum of 5 million 
pesetas (100 million escudos) /sig/. 


For the first 5 months of the year, Mozambique exported for a sum of 341 
million pesetas (290 million escudos), and imported exactly twice that amount. 


Cape Verde did not sell anything to Spain in May and bought goods for a sum 
of 102 million pesetas (90 million escudos). 


For the first 5 months of the year, Cape Verde exported only for a total of 
1 million pesetas (close to 900 thousand escudos), and imported for a sum of 
323 million pesetas (close to 280 million escudos). 


Guinea-5issau did not sell anything to Spain during the month of May either, 
while it imported goods for a sum of 48 million pesetas (40 million escudos). 


In the first 5 months of the year, the ratio was 22 million pesetas, almost 
20 million escudos, for Guinean exports, to 132 million pesetas (110 million 
escudos) in imports. 











Sao Tome and Principe sold in May goods for a sum of 1 million pesetas (900 
thousand escudos) and ¢id not buy anything from Spain. 


As compared to the first 5 » mnths of the year, the balance of trade is in 
favor of Sao Tome and Principe, with exports for a sum of 3 million pesetas, 
almost 2 and a half million escudos. 


12342 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


ANGOLAN-FRENCH MARITIME CONNECTION--Angola and France have launched a new era 
in their commercial relations with the arrival in Luanda of the "SS 
Rochefort,'' which will henceforth establish maritime connections between the 
two countries as well as with other African and European countries. The 
"Rochefort," owned by Delmas Vielseux Co., which carried on this first 
voyage to Angola 25 containers with cargo consigned to Elf-Aquitaine, the 
United Nations, J. Parker, among others, will call on Angolan ports once a 
month. Mr Jean-Jacques Galabru, French Ambassador to Angola, said at the 
inauguration of the line that this ship will be very useful in trade rela- 
tions not only between Angola and France, but also between Angola and other 
African countries, because the "Rochefort" calls on most ports.in Africa. 
The "Rochefort," with a cargo capacity of 120 containers, sailed yesterday 
from the port of Luanda with destination of Zaire, being scheduled to return 
10 August. fText/ /Tuanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 12 Jul 83 p ]/ 
12342 


JOURNALISM GRADUATES RETURN--A group of 11 students who took a course in 
journalism for a year in Cuba returned to Angola last Wednesday. The course 
was sponsored by the Cuban Communist Party and the Cuban Union of Journalists 
deriving from the bonds of cooperation existing with M°LA/Labor Party. The 
course emphasized political training and journalistic techniques aimed at ob- 
taining a more realistic picture of journalistic procedures. Matters of con- 
cern on the current international arena and the probiems entailed in the 
realm of the ideological struggle between decadent capitalism and ascending 
socialism in this important field were also examined. The group of Angolan 
students, who came from different provinces of the country, achieved satis- 
factory progress, having been regarded as exemplary. The new graduates, 

one of whom is our co-worker Victor Silva, will join the staffs of national 
information services. /Text/ /Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 15 Jul 
83 p 27 12342 


STUDENTS, TEACHERS RETURN--A group of Angolan teachers and students who had 
received scholarships to study in Cuba, arrived in Luanda yesterday afternoon 
on vacation. The group, consisting of 16 students and 4 teachers, has been 
rewarded with this trip home because of their high achievement in their 
studies and discipline, by Angolan political and administrative school boards 
on the island of Juventude. The students and teachers who achieve high 
standards during the school year are rewarded every year with a vacation trip 














to Angola, while the others are only allowed to come after 2 years. The 
scholarship recipients, who will remain in Angola until 20 Aug, were met at 
the airport by the director of INEBE (National Scholarship Institute), 

Luis Filipe, and other officials. /(/Text/ /Tuanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in 
Portuguese 14 Jul 83 p 27 12342 


BULGARIAN COOPERATION IN ARTS--A program of cooperation was signed yesterdav 
between the Nationai Union of Plastic Artists (UNAP) and the Bulgarian Union 
of Plastic Artists (UAPB) at the UAP head office in Luanda. The agreement 
provides for an exchange of experiences between the two associations and 
exchange visits by painters, sculptors and art critics between the two 
countries. The document was signed by Alvaro Cardoso, secretary general of 
UNAP and Evgeni Klasmiro, secretary of the Bulgariat Union of Plastic 
Artists. Alvaro Cardoso said at the occasion that the agreement reflects 
feelings of solidarity and brotherhood existing between the two nations, 

by reinforcing cooperation in the world of arts. UNAP promotes relations 
with other nations in the hope that plastic artists in all five continents 
will create works to further cultural growth in the respective nations, 
added the secretary general of UNAP. (/Text/ /Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in 
Portuguese 19 Jul 83 p Z7 12342 


PORTUGUESE SOCIALISTS SUPPORT MPLA--Lisbon--The parliamentary group of the 
Portuguese Socialist Party expressed yesterday to the Portugal-Angola 
Association (APA) its full solidarity in the campaign against anti-Angolan 
activities currently being conducted in Portugal. A delegation of social- 

ist representatives, consisting of Raul Rego and Rodolfo Crespo, who was 
appointed leader of the APA yesterday, imparted to the association, according 
to its president Daniel de Matos, “the misgivings felt by the Socialist 

Party concerning the sustained anti-Angolan activities being conducted in 
Portugal."’ According to the leader of the association, the socialist 
representatives expressed their “willingness to participate in any initiative 
on the parliamentary level that would put an end to the current situation." 
With respect to audiences granted socialists with parliamentary groups 
represented in the Portuguese Assembly, a delegation of the Portugal—Angola 
Association will be received next Tuesday by the PSD. It must be borne in 
mind that APA delegations were received in Sao Bento previously by the 
MDP-CDE and PCO parliamentary groups. The Association delegation that was 
received yesterday by the socialist parliamentary group consisted of its 
president Daniel de Matos, and Rosa Xisto. /Text/ /Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 16 Jul 83 p JJ 12342 


ANGOLAN DIAMONDS--South African backed Angolan guerrilla leader Jonas Savimbi 
claims he has large numbers of fighters in the diamond province of Lunda 
Norte. In an interview with the Johannesburg Star, Savimbi admits that UNITA 
is involved in the illegal trafficking of diamonds (West Africa, June 20). 

The rebel leader also had a warning for the British mining police now guarding 
the diamond mines, which are operated by South African-owned De Beers; "the 
MPLA has imprisoned British mercenaries because they fought for the FNLA. If 
we capture the British policing for the MPLA, we will do the same thing.” 
{London WEST AFRICA in English No 3440, 18 Jul 83 p 1678] 











VOLKSWAGEN ASSEMBLY PLANT--Volkswagen Brazil is to establish an assembly piant 
in Augola with a 5,00'' car per annum capacity, according to company headquar- 


ters in Sao Paulo. Work on the Luanda factory is due to start next year. 
{London WEST AFRICA in English No 3440, 18 Jul 83 p 1678] 


CSO: 3400/1728 























CHAD 


GUNT DENIES 'ANY PARTICIPATION’ OF LIBYAN FORCES AT FAYA-LARGEAU 
ABO22010 (Clandestine) Bardai Chadian National Radio in French 1800 GMT 2 Aug 83 


[Communique from the Presidency of the Transitional National Union Government 
issued in Faya=-Largeau on 2 August] 


[Text] The office of the Transitional National Union Government of Chad [GUNT] 
announces: 


1. The Presidency of the GUNT categorically denies any participation of the 
Arab Libyan forces in the battle of Faya-Largeau as was reported by Ndjamena 
radio and imperialist stations. 


2. Only the forces of the GUNT encircled the town of Faya-Largeau for 3 days 
and bombed the positions of the foreign forces of aggression with the aid of 
various arms until they were defeated. 


3. The GUNT solemnly declares that the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah is outside 
this battle. 


4. On the other hand, there were on the enemy side Zairian troops and French, 
Sudanese, and Egyptian elements fighting on the sides of the puppets. 


5. The GUNT has not as yet asked for aid from friendly countries abroad; 
however, the attitude of certain imperialist countries in favor of the rebels 


will force the GUNT to make such a request. 


4. Lf the Libyan Air Force had really bombed Faya, as the FAN radio affirms, 
the ANL position around this town would not have been spared. [as heard] 


CSO: 3400/1723 








CHAD 


JANA ON ZAIRIAN, SUDANESE FORCES IN COUNTRY 
LD282118 Tripoli JANA in English 1648 GMT 28 Jul 83 


[Text] Kinshasa, Shawal 18, July 28, JAMAHIRIYAH NEWS AGENCY--The agent Mobuto 
Sese Seko, dictator of Zaire said that his forces, present in Chad and under 
the orders of the rebel gang in Ndjamena, are ready to participate in any fight 
between the forces of the rebel Habre and the forces of the legitimate National 
Unity Government headed by Goukouni Oueddei. The agent Mobutu made these 
statements after he received his orders from his colonialist bosses during his 
visit to France and U.S., both of which are trying to internationalise the 
struggle in Chad. 


Mobutu had already sent 200 soldiers to fight alongside the rebels based on 
orders from France and U.S., backed by 6 tactical fighter planes and military 
transport planes, the type which are used to transport supplies and ammunition 
to the forces of the rebel gang in eastern Chad. 


Mobutu confessed openly that his forces took part in the fight against the 
forces of the National Unity Government and that these forces are present in 
Chad in order to take an active part in the fighting against the Chadian 
Liberation Army. On the other hand news confirmed that the U.S. has given 
instructions to the hireling Numayri to send further soldiers to Ndjamena to 
fight alongside the rebel gang. 


The Sudanese regime's foreign minister admitted in a statement reported by the 
Sudanese Government news agency that his president's political and diplomatic 
moves recently concerning Chad are carried out according to instructions from 
the U.S. administration which is pushing its agents in Africa to support the 
rebel Habre. This is because Habre began to face difficulties and continued 
defeats on the hands of the Chadian Liberation Army. 


CSO: 3400/1723 





CONGO 


POLITICAL BUREAU MEMBERS CONDUCTING RADIO-TELEVISED FORUMS 
Brazzaville ETUMLA in French No 702, 25 Jun 83 p 3 


[Text] Comrade Daniel Abibi, minister of information, post and 
telecommunications, announced to the press on 21 June that radic-television 
forums have been organized starting 24 June by the Press, Propaganda and 
Information Commission of the Central Committee of the Congolese Labor Party 
as a prelude to the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the "Three Glorious 
Days" of 13, 14 and 15 August 1963. 


These forums, nine in number, will deal with four large areas: 


lst -- general theory 
2nd -- history 
3rd -- information 


4th -- economy 


Two forums will be devoted to each of these four areas. The ninth and last 
forum will synthesize the preceding ones. 


They are to be presided over by members of the Political Bureau, who will 
have at their side other political officials, along with the participation 
of journalists. 


The first forum on general theory, moderated by Comrade Jean-Michel Bokamba- 
Yangouma, member of the Political Bureau and head of the Department of 
Grganization, dealt with the essence of the movement of the "Three Glorious 
Days." 


The second forum on history will present "the international communist movement 
and Africa: the Congolese Workers Party, the first Marxist-Leninist party in 
power in Africa." Comrade Pierre Nze, member of the Political Bureau and 

head of the Foreign Relations Department will preside. 


Comrade [tihi-Ossetoumba Lekoudzou, member of the Political Bureau and 
minister of finances, will preside over three forums relating to the “move- 
ment of 31 July 1968 and the movement of 5 February 1979: same objectives, 
same combat" (3rd forum), the "necessity of a coherent economic policy” (5th 
forum) and "the experience of a planned economy" (7th forum. 











The fourth will deal with the step of the national democratic and popular 
revolution, presided over by Comrade Jean-Pierre Thystere Tchicaya, member 
of the Political Bureau and head of the Department of Education and Ideology. 


Comrade Louis Sylvain-Goma, member of the Political Bureau and prime 
minister, head of the government, will present "the economic accomplishments 
of 1963 to the establishment of the party program" (6th forum) and the 
"program and results" (8th forum). 


The ninth and last forum which will deal with general conclusions will be 


presented by the officials of the Press, Propaganda and Information 
Commission. 


These forums make up a campaign of sensitization on the revolutionary 
experience of the Congo since the Three Glorious Days. 


9955 
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CONGO 


ADMINISTRATIVE CENSUS PROCESS BEGINS IN BRAZZAVILLE 19 JUNE 


Brazzaville BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'ACI in French 20 Jun 83 p 3 


[Text] A large administrative census process of the Congolese population 
began yesterday morning in all administrative units of the town of 
Brazzaville. 


Comrade Alphonse Gondzia, secretary-general of the territory administration, 
indicated that it is a large scale operation, as a result of which political 
and administrative authorities could prepare the electoral lists that are 
indispensible for the 1984 elections. 


"The administrative census that we are undertaking will also make information 
available to the army concerning those eligible for national service," he 
added. 


"We should know on the basis of this study the exact population of our 
country," he continued, underscoring the fact that the present process has 
obvious economic goals as well. In this connection, the knowledge of the 
number of economic officials in our country would permit the state to under- 
take economic operations. 


It is useful to note that this census involves all foreigners and Congolese. 
Diplomats and tourists are not affected. 


The last census of the Congolese population goes back to 1974. 


9955 
CSO: 3419/1063 
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CONGO 


STATE ENTERPRISE, CIDOULOR, RENOVATED 
Brazzaville MWETI in French 25 Jun 83 p 3 
[Article by Michel Malanda and Raphael Zembolo: "The Vigor of Renovation"] 


[Text] After 15 years of activity in the face of a galloping national demand 
(78,000 tons in 1967 as opposed to 200,000 in 1982), the public cement 
company of Loutete is presently undergoing renovation. This large scale 
action results both from the establishment of state enterprises and the five- 
year plan. It has given rise to an immense workyard that is overwhelming the 
factory with construction of extension and general restoration. We visited 
the main areas with work coordinator, Andre Okongo. 


The French firm Creusot-Loire Enterprises (CLE) is directing the work without 
interrupting factory operations. The injunction will be required until the 
restoration rea:hes the essential structural element, namely the rotary oven. 


Unlike other units, this long leaning cylinder will be neither replace nor 
backed up by other units, but thoroughly reworked so that its speed will be 
doubled. In spite of the abundance of electric current provided by the 
Moukoukoulou Dam, the oven will not give up the fuel that its heat requires. 
The frequently attested difficulties of providing fuel are being little by 
Little reabsorbed, thanks to the establishment of the national petroleum 
refinery. 


Supplementary pulverizers are being constructed around the oven for the 
pulverization of limestone, clay and gypsum. The number of silos for storing 
cement and other primary materials will also be increased. The construction 
of a storage shelter for cleanker (limestone + clay) is also planned. Mixers 
and blowers, mechanisms for mixing and diffusing the materials before and 
after incineration, will also be reenforced. 


Extraction capacity will be developed and the telpher line linking the 
factory to the quarry will be refitted. The work will also deal with packing 
and loading departments and will enlarge the railroad branch line. 


Nominal production will be raised from 80,000 tons to 250,000 tons, and the 
real tonnage, which has risen from 30,000 in 1982, could be increased to 
150,000. 
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The production curve will then have reached the level dangerously affected 


by the (German) builders at the beginning of the seventies, shortly before 
their departure. 


This work, which is very advantageous, got under way last March. It will come 


to an end next year, toward the month of July. And we will have CIDOULOR, 
the new version. 


9955 
CSO: 3419/1063 
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ETHLOPIA 


JOINT COMMUNIQUE WITH ROMANIA SIGNED 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 15 Jul 83 pp 1, 5, 7 


[Text] Socialist Ethiopia and the Socialist Republic of Romania yesterday 
signed a protocol of trade relations, economic and technical co-operation and 
an agreement on civil air transport. 


The documents were signed by Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, chairman of the 
PMAC and of COPWE and Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces, 
and Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, General Secretary of the Romanian Communist 
Party and President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, at the end of the 
latter's official and friendly visit to Ethiopia, together with Comrade 
Elena Ceausescu, from 12 to 14 July. 


A joint communique issued here last night on the outcome of the visit of the 
Romanian leader and his talks with Comrade Chairman Mengistu said that the two 
sides noted with satisfaction the growing ties of operation between the two 
countries in the political, economic, cultural and social fields as well as 
other areas of mutual interest, and reiterated their determination to further 
strengthen these ties. 


With regard to economic activities, the communique said, it was recognized that 
there exist considerable possibilities for the promotion of extensive collabora- 
tion on mutually beneficial basis in the fields of industrial, scientific, 
technical and investment cooperation, energy, mining, building materials, light 
and pharmaceutical industries and agriculture. To this end, they agreed on the 
need for intensified efforts for diversifying and expanding trade and for 
cooperation in long-term economic projects. 


On the situation in Africa, the joint communique said both sides reaffirmed 
their strong support for the principles enshrined in the charters of the 

United Nations and the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and hailed the 
indispensable role the OAU is playing in the struggle against imperialism, 
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and all other forms of pressure and 
subjugation as well as its constructive efforts for peaceful social and economic 
development of the African peoples. 
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The joint communique said that both sides reiterated their call for the 
Indian Ocean as a zone of peace in accordance with the relevant resolutions 
of the United Nations vith a view to ensuring the security of the countries 
of the region as well as world peace. 


On Namibia, they stressed the imperative need for securing the territory's 
undelayed accession to independence and the right of the Namibian people 

to choose the path of their future development. To this end, both sides 
expressed concern over the dilatory tactics by the racist Pretoria regime 
and any linkage between Namibia's independence with other extraneous issues. 


On the Middle East, the joint communique said, the heads of state of Ethiopia 
and Romania called for the withdrawal of Israeli troops from all Arab terri- 
tories occupied since 1967 and the recognition of the right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination and the establishment of their own independent 
state. 


On the protracted Iran-Iraq war, they urged a cease-fire as soon as possible 
and the initiation of negotiations for a peaceful solution on the basis of 
the principles of the UN charter and those of the Non-aligned Movement. 


Both sides reaffirmed their solidarity with the peoples of Africa, Latin 
America and Asia who are struggling for political independence and social 
emancipation. 


Both sides called for the revival and consolidation of the policy of inter- 
national detente, peace and cooperation, and unders*and the importance of 

the wide-scale popular movements in Europe and all over the world in favour 

of uisarmament. They also stressed the need for convening of a summit meeting 
of developing countries in order to enhance cooperation among themselves and 
to harmonize their positions for future negotiations with the developed 
countries so as to bring about a new international economic order beneficial 
to all. 


The joint communique said that the leaders of the two countries were of the 
view that adoption of disarmament measures, most of all nuclear disarmament, 
would ensure security and cooperation in Europe as a consequence of which 
maintenance of security, stability and peace would prevail in all parts of 
the world. 


The joint communique disclosed that Comrade President Ceausescu has invited 
Comrade Chairman Mengistu to pay an official friendly visit to Romania, 
which has been accepted on a date to be fixed later. 


Following is the full text of the Ethiopia-Romania joint communique: 


At the invitation of Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, Chairman of the Provisional 
Military Administration Council (PMAC) and of the Commission for Organizing 

the Party of the Working People of Ethiopia (COPWE), Commander-in-Chief of 

the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, 
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General Secretary of the Romanian Communist Party and President of the Socialist 
Republic of Romania, and Comrade Elena Ceausescu paid an official friendly 
visit to Socialist Ethiopia from 12 to 14 July 1983. 


The President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
and Comrade Elena Ceausescu and other members of his party were accorded 

4 warm welcome reflecting the fraternal ties, solidarity and friendship of 
the peoples of Romania and Ethiopia. 


The talks between the President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu and the Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative 
Council and of the Commission for Organizing the Party of the Working People 

of Ethiopia, Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist 
Ethiopia, Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, which were held in an atmosphere 

of cordiality, mutual understanding and confidence, reaffirmed that the peoples 
of the two countries are linked by bonds of long-standing friendship. The two 
sides held a detailed exchange of views on ways and means of further promoting 
bilateral relations as well as on crucial and pressing international issues. 


Officials participating in the talks were: 

On the Romanian side: 

l. Comrade Gheorghe Oprea, member of the Political Executive Committee of 

the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party, First Deputy Prime 
Minister; 

2. Comrade Stefan Andrei, Alternate member of the Political Executive Commit- 
tee of the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs; 

3. Comrade Vasile Pungan, member of the Central Committee of the Romanian 
Communist Party, minister of foreign trade and international economic 
cooperation; 

4. Comrade Silviu Curticeanu, member of the Central Committee of the Romanian 
Communist Party, head of the Office of the General Secretary of the Romanian 
Communist Party; 

5. Comrade Constantin Mitea, member of the Central Committee of the Romanian 
Communist Party, adviser to the President of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania; 

6. Comrade Vasile Nicoleieiu, Ambassador, Chief of State Protocol; 

7. Comrade Lt. Gen. Lulian Vlad, Deputy Minister in the Ministry of Interior; 


8. Comrade Maj. Gen. Gheorghe Bueur, Chief Aide-de-Camps to the President of 
the Socialist Republic of Romania. 
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On the Ethiopian side: 
1. Comrade Fikre-Selassie Wogderess, secretary general of the PMAC, 
Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers and COPWE Executive Committee 


member } 


2. Comrade Fisseha Desta, Assitant Secretary General of the PMAC and 
COPWE Executive Committee member; 


3. Comrade Addis Tedla, PMAC Standing Committee member, deputy chairman 
of the National Revolutionary Development Campaign and Central Planning 
Supreme Council (NRDC-CPSC) and COPWE Executive Committee member; 

4. Comrade Taye Tilahun, Minister of Interior; 


5. Comrade Wolle Chekol, Minister of Foreign Trade; 


6. Comrade Dawit Getachew, head of Trade and Services Sector of NRDC and 
CPSC with the rank of Commissioner; 


7. Comrade Manso Bahta, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Industry; 


3. Comrade Tibebu Bekele, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign 


Atfairs; 


9. Comrade Assefa Wolde, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Socialist Ethiopia to the Socialist Republic of Romenia. 


Experts: 


1. Comrade Tesfaye Kabteh-Yimer, Head of Press and Information Department, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs; 


2. Comrade Tekil Amelga, Head of European Department, Ministry of Foreign 
Af fai rs; 


3. Comrade Bishu Zewde, Head of Corporation Coordination and Control Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Industry; 


4, Comrade Bekele Geletu, Acting Head of Foreign Economic Relations Depart- 
ment, NRDC and CPSC; 


>». Comrade Assmare Behenegn, Acting Head of Bilateral Trade Relations 
Department, Ministry of Foreign Trade; 


6. Comrade Dr. Abebe Desse, Division head of Trade Relations with Socialist 
Countries, Ministry of Foreign Trade; 


Comrade Gezahegn Tsegaye, Counsellor, Economic and Cultural Affairs 
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
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During his stay in Socialist Ethiopia, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu laid a wreath 
at the Victory Monument and visited the headquarters of the National Revolu- 
tionary Development Campaign and Central Planning Supreme Council, the 
Municipality of Addis Ababa and the Akaki Textile Factory. 


Assessing the present level of relations between Romania and Ethiopia, the 

two heads of state expressed their satisfaction at the continued strengthening 
of the friendship, solidarity and cooperation between their countries and 
pointed out that this fully corresponds with the fundamental interests of 

the two peoples. In the course of the talks, the two sides emphasised that 
the visit of the President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Comrade 
Nicolae Ceausescu, to Socialist Ethiopia was a continuation of contacts at 

the highest level which was started at the time of Comrade Chairman 

Mengistu Haile-Mariam's visit to the Socialist Republic of Romania in 1978 

and observed that this will contribute to the further strengthening of 
relations between the two countries. They also referred to the importance 

of the Declaration of the Socialist Republic of Romania and Socialist Ethiopia 
signed by the two respective heads of state on 7 December 1978, in Bucharest, 
which laid down the principle of cooperation between the two countries both 

on bilateral and international levels. In this context, the two sides 
stressed the need for increased contacts and exchange of views between 
representatives of the two countries at all levels to conduct discussions 

both on bilateral matters as well as on current international issues. 


The two sides also exchanged views on the current sociopolitical and economic 
development of their respective countries. 


(the Ethiopian side appraised the Romanian side of the achievements of the on- 
going revolution in general and its present stage of development in particular. 


On its part, the Romanian side briefed the Fthiopian side on the significant 
strides and progress being made in that country in the various fields of 
national endeavour under the leadership of the Romanian Communist Party. 

fhe two sides noted with satisfaction the growing ties of cooperation between 
the two countries in political, economic, cultural and social fields as well 
as other areas of mutual *. terest and reiterated their determination to 
further strengthen these ties, 


With regard to economic activities, it was recognized that there exist con- 
siderable possibilities for the promotion of extensive collaboration on 
mutually beneficial basis in such fields as joint ventures, industrial, 
scientific, technical and investment cooperation, energy, mining, building 
materials, light and pharmaceutical industries and agriculture. To this end, 
they agreed on the need for intensified efforts for diversifying and expanding 
trade and for cooperation in long-term economic projects. Expressing their 
satisfaction at the establishment of the Joint Commission on Economic and 
fechnical Cooperation which held its first session in Bucharest in 1982, 

both sides agreed that the second meeting of this commission be convened in 
Addis Ababa before the end of this year. 
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At the end of the visit, the two leaders signed a protocol of trade relations, 
economic and technical cooperation. An agreement on civil air transport was 
also signed between the two countries. 


After an exchange of views on the situation in Africa, both sides reaffirmed 
their strong suppect for the principles enshrined in the Charters of the 
United Nations and the Organization of African Unity as regards mutual respect 
by all countries for the sovereignty, territorial integrity, inviolability 

of state frontiers, non-interference in the internal affairs of others as 

well as the non-use of force and the peaceful settlement of disputes. 


The two sides called for lasting peace in the Horn of Africa based on the 
decisions made by the 18th Session of the OAU Assembiy of Heads of State and 
Government held in Nairobi in 1981. 


[he two sides reiterated their call for the Indian Ocean to be a zone of 
cordance with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations with 
a view to ensuring the security of the countries of the region as well as world 


peace . 


peace in ac 


fhe Socialist Republic of Romania ar.d Socialist Ethiopia hailed the indis- 
pensable role that the Organization of African Unity is playing in the struggle 
igainst imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and all other forms 
of pressure and subjugation, as well as its constructive efforts in harmonizing 
inter-state relations and contribution towards the solution of political, 
economic and social problems facing the continent in the interest of the 
African peoples for peaceful social and economic development. 


Both sides expressed satisfaction at the successful conclusion of the 19th 
Summit of the OAU which was held in Addis Ababa last June and wished continued 
success for the Organization of African Unity in the implementation of its 
basic objectives. 
The two sides stressed the imperative need for ensuring Namibia's undelayed 

to independence, as well as the right of the Namibian people to 
choose the path of their future development in accordance with their legitimate 
ispirations and interests. They reaffirm their countries’ militant solidarity 
with and full support for the just struggle of the Namibian people, under the 
leadership of SWAPO, their sole and legitimate representative. 


iCCess 10n 


In this context, both sides expressed their concern over the dilatory tactics 

by the South African racist regime and any linkage between Namibia's inde- : 
pendence with other extraneous issues. They also stressed the need for the 

international community to exert maximum effort towards taking effective 

measures through the United Nations, on the basis of Security Council Resolu- 

tion 435, for granting immediate independence of Namibia. 
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The two Heads of State stressed the need for an urgent and complete eradica- 
tion of the policy of apartheid and racial discrimination in South Africa 

and for ensuring the rights of the majority of the population of that 

country to freedom, equality and social progress. They vigorously condemn 

the repeated aggressive acts of the racist Pretoria regime against neighbouring 
independent African states and demand that an end be put, immediately and 
unconditionally, to any infringement of sovereignty and to any attempt at 
destabilizing the countries of Southern Africa. 


the Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council of Socialist 
Ethiopia, Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, and the President of the Socialist 
Republic of Romania, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, reviewed with particular 
concern the deteriorating situation in the Middle East. They called for 

a comprehensive, just and lasting solution to the Middle East crisis based 
on the withdrawal of Israeli troops from all Arab territories occupied since 
1967 and the recognition of the rights of the Palestinian people to self- 
determination and the establishment of their own independent state, as well as 
ensuring security to all states of the region. They reaffirmed their full 
support for the PLO as the sole and legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people whose participation in all negotiations is essential for 
a just and lasting solution to the Middle East problem. They are convinced 
that peaceful negotiations without delay and with the participation of all 
parties, including the PLO, in an international conference under the aegis 
of the United Nations could advance the cause of a lasting solution to the 
Middle East problem. The two sides called for utmost efforts to be exerted 
to safeguard Lebanon's independence, sovereign and territorial integrity as 
well as its Non-aligned status. 


The two sides expressed their concern over the protracted Iran-Iraq war which 
is causing enormous losses in terms of human life and material destruction. 
They urged a cease-fire as soon as possible and the initiation of negotiations 
for a peaceful solution on the basis of the principles of the United Nations 
Charter and those of the Non-aligned Movement. 


Socialist Ethiopia and the Socialist Republic of Romania reaffirmed their 
solidarity with the peoples of Africa, Latin America and Asia whe are struggling 
for political independence and social emancipation. 


Examining the present problems of international life, the President of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania and the Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council of Socialist Ethiopia expressed their deep concern 
over the serious relations as the result of the actions of the policy of 
force and threat of force, interference in the domestic affairs of other 
countries, the denial of the right to self-determination of peoples still 
under alien and colonial domination, the unprecedented spiralling of the arms 
race and the continued lack of progress in the efforts for eradicating under- 
development and establishing the new international economic order. In view 
of these dangerous developments, Chairman Mengistu Haile-Mariam and 

President Nicolae Ceausescu underscore the supreme responsibility of all 
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peoples, progressive forces and their leaders to take resolute action to 
avert war. Both sides called for the revival and consolidation of the 
policy ot international detente, peace and cooperation. The two leaders 
underlined their conviction that peace, security, progress and cooperation 
can be ensured only by the strict observance of the principles of equal 
rights, respect for national independence and sovereignty, non-interference 
in domestic affairs, non-resort to the use and threat of force, and the 
peaceful settlement of disputes arising between states. 


fhe two leaders emphasize that the current international effort to halt the 
arms race and achieve disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament, is 

f paramount importance to all mankind. In this connection, they underline 
the need for the complete banning of nuclear weapons tests in all areas, 
the reduction and eventual destruction of existing stockpiles, the freezing 
and reduction of military expenditures and the setting up of nuclear free 
zones “nm various parts of the world. Both sides hold the view that funds 
released trom military expenditure could be utilized for the economic 
development of countries, especially the least developed among them. 


0) 


(he Socialist Republic of Romania and Socialist Ethiopia express their deter- 
nation to continue taking vigorous action together with other countries 

and all the progressive and democratic forces of the world struggling for 

the maintainance and promotion of peace, to exert ever greater efforts in 

order to achieve disarmament and to prevent war. In this respect, they 

noted the particular importance of the wide-scale popular movement in 

Europe and all over the world in favour of disarmament. 


Misa 


President Nicolae Ceausescu and Chairman Mengistu Haile-Mariam consider that 

the issue of world peace and security is closely linked with the settlement 

of the problems of economic development. They are convinced that the 

liquidation of under-development, the gradual bridging of the gap between 

rich and poor countries and ensuring of the conditions for a harmonious 
levelopment of international relations in the economic, financial, technological, 
ind scientific fields represent a fundamental prerequisite for world stability 
ind a healthier international political atmosphere. 


ply concerned with the worsening world economic crisis which has severely 

tfected the developing countries, both sides express their determination 
to act consistently to overcome the difficulties encountered. Of particular 
concern are the expansion of protectionism, the persistent decline of prices 

' raw materials, the growing debt burden, the unduly high interest rates 

ind the inadequacy of development aid which have all aggravated the difficulties 
faced by developing countries. The two leaders therefore consider that urgent 
measures should be taken to redress the world economic situation in seneral 

ind to alleviate the difficulties of the developing countries in particular 
in the spirit of international solidarity and interdependence. 


The two leaders hold the view that the present world economic crisis calls 


for the establishment of a new international economic order beneficial to 
all. However, the negotiations held until now in various international fora, 
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including the recent UNCTAD VI in Belgrade, have yielded no significant 
results towards the end. Under the circumstances, they call for an early 
relaunching of global negotiations within the United Nations framework. 
The two Heads of State stressed the need for the convening of a summit 
meeting of developing countries in order to enhance cooperation among 
themselves and to harmonise their positions for future negotiations with 
the developed countries, 


President Nicolae Ceausescu outlined the serious situation existing in 
Europe, where huge arsenals of weaponry have been accumulated especially 
of nuclear weapons. He underlined that the deployment and development on 
European continent of new generation of nuclear weapons would aggravate 
still more the dangers to peace and security in Europe and throughout the 
world. In this context, he stressed the absolute need for halting the 
deployment of new missiles in Europe, for reducing and destroying the 
existing ones, and for eliminating all nuclear weapons from the continent 
so that Europe could remain a continent of peace, security and fruitful 
cooperation, 


The Romanian President pointed out the need for an urgent conclusion of 

the Madrid Meeting so that to ensure the convening of the conference on 
confidence and disarmament in Europe, the continuity of the process started 
in Helsinki and a broad cooperation among European states. 


Both Heads of State are of the view that adoption of disarmament measures 
and, most of all, nuclear disarmament, would ensure security and cooperation 
in Europe as a consequence of which maintainance of security, stability and 
peace would prevail in all parts of the world. 


fhe Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council of Socialist 
Ethiopia and the President of the Socialist Republic of Romania hold the 

view that the United Nations organization represents the most effective forum 
for multilateral negotiations and for the political solution of all inter- 
national problems. With a view to attaining this objective, they declare 
themselves in favour of strengthening the role and responsibilities of the 
world organization, its efficiency am timely conformity with the present 

ind Long-term exigencies and realities of the international community. They 
underlined the special role developing upon developing countries, Non-aligned 
states and small and medium-sized countries which make up the majority of 

the nations of the world and which are particularly interested in promoting 

a policy of respect for national independence, peace and cooperation. 


The President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, 
and Comrade Elena Ceausescu expressed their gratitude to the Chairman of 

the Provisional Military Administrative Council of Socialist Ethiopia, 

Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, to the leadership and people of Ethiopia 

for the warm welcome and hospitality accorded to them and members of their 
party. 
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Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, General Secretary of the Romanian Communist Party, 
President of the Socialist Republic of Romania, and Comrade Elena Ceausescu 
extended to Comrade Mengistu Haile-Mariam, Chairman of the Provisional 
Military Administrative Council of Socialist Ethiopia and of the Commission 
for Organizing the Party of the Working People of Ethiopia, Commander-in-Chiet 
of the Revolutinary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia an invitation to pay 

an official friendship visit to the Socialist Republic of Romania. The 
invitation was accepted with pleasure. The date of the visit will be fixed 
through normal diplomatic channels. 


CSO: 3400/1705 
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MINERAL PROSPECTING MAY BE CURTAILED FOR ECONOMIC REASONS 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3440, 18 Jul 83 pp 1651-1652 


[Article by Howard Schissel: 


[Text } 


GABON’S mining and hydrocarbon in- 
dustries, following the pattern affecting the 
rest of sub-Saharan Africa, are in the 
doldrums as demand for raw materials and 
energy supplies has sharply dropped off 
over the past two years from traditional 
clients in Western Europe. Asia and North 
America. Thanks, however, to the strong 
American dollar, the currency in which 
most of Gabon’s exports are denominated, 
earnings in CFA franc terms have con- 
siderably expanded over this period. 

Gabon currently produces just over 3 
per cent of the world’s uranium supply. 
The rich deposit at Moanana, near Presi- 
dent Omar Bongo’s home town of France- 
vilic in the Upper Ogooué region. has been 
mined since the early 1960s by a joint 
venture firm, Compagnie des Mines d’Ura- 
nium de Franceville (COMUF). As could 
be expected. French interests predominate 
in the group, whose equity is divided 
between Compagnie de Mokta and Société 
Imétal for 31.6 per cent, the Gabonese 
government 24.8 per cent, Compagnie 
Générale des Matiéres Nucléaires (COGE- 
MA) 18.8 per cent, Minatome 13 per cent 
and Compagnie Frangaise de Minérai 
d'Uranium 7.5 per cent. 


The mineral, with a remarkably rich ore 
content, is processed into a high quality 
yellow cake (73-74 per cent) before being 
transported by road and rail to Congo- 
Brazzaville’s port of Pointe Noire for 
export. Around three quarters of 
Gabonese uranium exports are earmarked 
for France, representing about 15 per cent 
of French requirements. Other markets for 
Gabonese U,O, are Belgium, Italy and 
Japan. 

COMUF increasea the capacity of its 
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treatment plant to 1,500 tonnes a year (t/y) 
early in 1982. This expansion occurred at a 
time when the demand for uranium was in 
a deep trough, with Gabonese output 
falling below projected levels. Production 
in 1982 was in the neighbourhood of 1,000 
tonnes, while exports were closer to 900 
tonnes. The higher price paid by France 
than the going world market rate resulted 
in uranium export earnings for 1982 of 
CFA 27.1bn, up from CFA 19.5bn. the 
previous year. Prospects for the short-to- 
medium term future remain fairly bleak. 

At the present, rate of production, 
Gabonese uranium reserves will last 
beyond the turn of the century. Several 
groups continue to prospect for uranium 


on Gabonese territory. COMUF, for its 
part, continues to explore its Moanana 
concession. In the Estuary region, a con- 
sortium composed of COGEMA, PNC of 
Japan, and the Gabonese Government has 
found traces of uranium between N’Toum 
and Cocobeach, at the frontier with 
Equatorial Guinea. Reportedly the deposit 
was not commercially viable. In the Las- 
tourville area, a consortium made up of 
COGEMA, Korean Electric Company and 
the Government is engaged in an explora- 
tion programme. COGEMA has also be- 
gun studying south of Franceville. 

The Compagnie Miniére de I’'Ogooué 
(COMILOG) exploits one of the richest 
manganese ore bodies in the worid also in 
the Upper Ogooué region near Moanda. 
The mineral-bearing strata is five metres 
thick, close to the surface and covers 26 
square kilometres. Estimated reserves are 
200m. tonnes, or approximately a quarter 
of all known world veserves of high concen- 
trate ore. The main equity holders in 
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COMILOG are US Steel with 43.3 per 
cent, Compagnie Francaise des Mines 
(COMFRAMINES) 19.4 per cent, Imétal 
16.8 per cent, public and private Gabonese 
interests 11.7 per cent and Société Au- 
xiliare de Manganése de Franceville 
(SAMAF) 8.8 per cent. The government 
has expressed an interest in augmenting 
the Gabonese shareholding to around 25 
per cent by 1985. 

The severe recession in the western steel 
industry has resulted in sagging production 
from the Moanda mine. Exports plum- 
meted from a high of 2.3m. tonnes in 1979 
to some |.4m. last year. Export earnings. 
on the strength of the dollar. rose from 
CFA27.6bn. in 1981 to CFA29.2bn in 
1982. Future prospects for manganese, 
utilised in the making of special steel alloys 
and batteries, are far from bright. 

The refined ore is transported to M’bin- 
da. on the frontier with Congo-Brazzaville, 
by the largest single-line cableway in the 
world: it is 76 kilometres long and has a 
capacity of 2.6m. t/y. An extension of the 
Congo-Océan railroad enables the ore to 
be quickly and inexpensively shipped for 
export to Pointe Noire. With the comple- 
tion of the trans-Gabon railway, set for 
1986, the ore is scheduled to be rerouted 
and exported via the port of Owendo, 
which will require a major expansion and 
modernisation programme. 

Gabon guaranteed a commercial outlet 
for part of its manganese last year when it 
took a 20 per cent interest in France's 
Société du Ferromanganése de Paris- 
Outreau (SFPO), a company which pro- 
duces ferromanganese from Moanda ore. 
SFPO, with a capacity of 350,000-400,000 
Vy, is the principal supplier, with South 
Afnea, of the American market. Under 
the terms of the deal, France promised to 
eventually help Gabon create its own 
ferromanganese plant. Participation in 
SFPO is viewed in Libreville as an experi- 
ence which will provide Gabonese nation- 
als with know-how in ferromanganese pro- 
duction eventually to be used in the coun- 
try’s own plant. 

The glut in the iron ore market has cast 
doubt over the short-term development of 
the 500m. tonne Bélinga deposit in the 
extreme northeast part of the country. 
Although the ore body has an attractive 
64.5 per cent mineral content and few 
impurities like sulphur, overseas investors 


are not exactly rushing to place large sums. 


into a new iron ore mine at the present 
time. Moreover, an expensive 280- 
kilometre spur to the trans-Gabon railway 
will have to be built to make exploitation 
of the deposit feasible. A joint venture has 
been set up for iron ore mining: it encom- 





passes Gabon with 32 per cent, Interocean 
Shipping 20 per cent. COMILOG 10 per 
cent, Exploration und Berbau 10 per cent. 
Voest Alpine 9 per cent and Romania's 
Mineralimportexport 5 per cent. 

Other iron ore deposits exist around 
Bélinga, some straddling the Congolese 
border. Tenders for studies of ore deposits 
in this area are expected to be called in- 
June, providing loan agreements wit! the 
Common Market are signed. Already the 
Programme d'Etudes de Minerai de Fer du 
Haut-Ivindo has begun with a view to 
setting up a joint venture between the two 
countries. Congo-Brazzaville has iron ore 
deposits estimated at 300m. tonnes. pro- 
viding a combined project with a resource 
base of at least 800m. tonnes. 

_ Gabon can also boast smaller deposits of 
iron ore located closer to the sea. At 
Mount M’Bilan, some 90 kilometres east of 
Libreville in the Cristal Mountains and a 
mere 30 kilometres from the existing first 
stretch of the trans-Gabon railway. there 
are a dozen significant deposits. Prelimin- 
ary reports indicate reserves of up to 300m. 
tonnes which could be concentrated, con- 
verted to pellets and used for direct- 
reduction steel making. A consortium 
composed of the Gabon Government, 
COMILOG and France's state-controlled 
Bureau de Recherche Géologique et 
Miniére (BRGM) is assaying the quality of 
ore contained ‘n two of the most promising 
sites. 

Gabon is not lacking in other mineral 
wealth either. Reserves of around 
800,000m. tonnes of barytes have been 
located at Mount Dourekiki, between 
Tchibanga and Mayumba. Annual demand 
for barytes, employed in the petroleum 
industry, is estimated for the Gulf of 
Guinea at some 50,000 t/y. The market is 
currently supplied by Italy and Spain. 
BRGM has undertaken a feasibility study 
and the government is hopeful that mining 
can get under way in the next few years. In 
addition to the government, companies 
like BRGM, COMILOG and Elf-Gabon, 
the local affiliate of the state-controlled Elf 
Aquitaine group, have expressed interest 
in the scheme. 

Large amounts of talc have been pin- 
pointed by BRGM in the Mourindi- 
Doussala district, northeast of Tchibanga. 
BRGM, in association with Société des 
Tales de Luzenac (STL), have undertaken 
tests indicating the presence of several 
hundred thousand tonnes of high grade talc 
at Porro, 10 kilometres further south than 
the deposit at Mounndi-Doussala. A pro- 
duction permit has been granted toa 
consortium composed of Gabon, BRGM 
and STL, each with a third of the equitv. 
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Gabon, BRGM and COMILOG are 
associated in a group searching for lead at 
Nyanga: Previous lead finds around 
Dourekiki had to be abandoned for insuffi- 
cient reserves in place. COMILOG intends 
to start up an exploration programme for 
molybdenum and copper in the zone 
around Nounah-Ivindo. Gold was disco- 
vered in several locations in the 1960s, but 
production never surpassed 1 tonne per 
year and has now dwindled to just a few 
kilos per year. With COMUF and BRGM, 
the government has set up a syndicate to 
prospect for gold and diamonds in the 
Etéké-Mavikou and Haut-Ikoy regions. 

Standard Oil of Indiana (AMOCO) has 
sparked new activity in Gabon's previously 
flagging oil exploration-development scene 
with a major discovery on its Inguessi 
Marine offshore permit in May 1981. This 
find. on a block previously explored and 
abandoned by Elf and British Petroleum. 
was one of the most important in Gabon in 
the last decade. The Inguessi C oil field. 
currently being developed. should start 
production next autumn at an initial rate of 
20,000 barrels per day (b/d). A total of 13 
development weils are to be drilled by the 
end of 1984, when output should grow to 
some 30,000 b/d. 

AMOCO holds four offshore conces- 
sions in the Port Gentil region and is 
moving forward with exploration efforts. A 
second oilfield. Inguessi B. has also been 
discovered and Gabonese officials have 
given AMOCO the green light for the 
development of this potential. Last year. 
AMOCO made another discoverv on the 
Gombe Sud permit. 

AMOCO's good iuck has enabled the 
government to exert added pressure on 
Elf. With around 85 per cent of Gabon's 
output, Elf has the reputation for being a 
veritable “state within a state’. The 
French group dragged its feet throughout 
the 1970s and consequently Gabon's 
known reserves dipped below the danger- 
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ous 10-year production level and output 
itself steadily declined from a high of 
223,000 b/d in 1977 to just 145,000 b/d last 
year. It is interesting to note that with fresh 
competition from AMOCO. Elf drilled 59 
wells in 1981 compared with only 28 in 
1978. By the same token, Elf’s exploration 
budget increased from CFA 12.6bn. in 
1978 to CFA 21.1bn. in 1981, while over 
the same period the development budget 
shot up from CFA 14.5bn. to CFA 45.7bn. 

The bringing on stream of smaller fields 
in Elf’s older producers in the Port Gentil 
offshore area will enable it to maintain 
production at around 120.000 b/d. Ex- 
ploration efforts further south, off Mayum- 
ba close to the maritime frontier with 
Congo-Brazzaville, have started to yield 
their first fruit. Last year Elf announced 
several new discoveries which according to 
Elf-Gabon chairman André Tarallo “were 
individually modest in size’ but which 
together “added up to a substantial level of 
oil reserves”. 

Gabon wants to boost its equity parti- 
cipation in Elf-Gabon from the current 25 
per cent to between 35 and 41 per cent. 
Negotiations, shrouded in secrecy, have 
been going on for over a year. 


With the coming into production of 
AMOCO's field. Gabon's capacity will for 
the first time in years be on the nse in 1983. 
Oil industry sources indicate that this year 
Gabon has the capacity to produce as muc.\ 
as 175,000 b/d. However, the recent OPEC 
conference in London agreed on a produc- 
tion quota for Gabon of only 150.000 b/d. 

The great uncertainties overhanging the 
Gabonese mineral anu hydrocarbon sec- 
tors in the 1980s will have a significant 
impact on the drawing up of the new 
five-year development plan (1984-88). 
Government officials are intent on avoid- 
ing past errors when soaring oil and miner- 
al prices spawned a spending binge which 
practically brought the economy to its 
knees. 











WORKERS USED AS PAWNS IN GOVERNMENT-STUDENT STRIFE 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3440, 18 Jul 83 pp 1654-1655 


[Article by Graham and Susan Tipple: 


[Text ] 


THERE ARE always two sides to a 
conflict. Unfortunately information trans- 
fer within and from Ghana is difficult and 
both sides may be inadequately reported. 
The article by a correspondent in West 
Africa, June 6, 1983, upheld the honour of 
the Obuasi mineworkers in the University 
of Science and Technology raid on May 4, 
1983. In so doing it followed the line taken 
by the Ghanaian Times (May 5) and the 
People’s Daily Graphic (May 7). The latter 
recounts that the miners “while peacefully 
demonstrating in solidarity with the WDCs 
of the University of Science and Technolo- 
gy. Kumasi. were attacked by sections of 
the students as they were leaving the 
campus”. 

According to conversations held on the 
UST campus during the third week in May, 
there is another side to this story as anyone 
familiar with Ghana in the last few years 
(including the pre-Rawlings period) must 
realise from the presence of Obuasi work- 
ers in Kumasi. The correspondent in West 
Africa admits a distance of 56 miles be- 
tween the towns, the Ghanaian Times May 
5) claims as many as 2,000 workers “‘who 
arrived in Kumasi in buses and trucks”. 
Why, then, did 2,000 mineworkers bother 
to travel to Kumasi, how did they get the 
transport and, more pertinently, who paid? 
Such an outing is “‘no small thing”! 

Sources on the campus suggest that the 
workers had been induced to come — 
offers of food, perhaps? Senior members 
of the university tell that the workers were 
armed with pick-axes, matchets, and other 
weapons on leaving their transport at UST 
gate. They then daubed the entrance to 
the campus with “Students we won't feed 
you any more” in red paint (where did they 
get the paint?) and marched along the 


"The Use of Student Protest"] 


main campus road to Paa Joe Stadium 
where they held a meeting. From here they 
moved up the hill to Queen's Hall, a place 
of some significance to veterans of years of 
student protest over conditions at UST, 
there to raid the kitchens, eat what food 
there was and cause considerable 
damage. 

UST students are not renowned for their 
docility and the parties to this disgraceful 
affair could not be unaware of this. Having 
witnessed a stone battle with police near 
Paa Joe stadium in the previous Queen's 
Hall disturbances, we can attest to the 
likelihood of a battle if the students are 
provoked. Right on cue the students 
reacted and drove the miners off the 
campus and burned the buses. 

The writers have no axe to grind on 
either side. Having taught students for four 
years and endured their strikes and the 
resultant stoppages. we have no automatic 
sympathy for them. Neither. however. 
have we antipathy towards them. They are 
attending a university which ts grossly short 
of staff, books. paper and food, they live 
and work in buildings designed for the 
heady days when power and water could be 
relied upon even on the ninth floor. and 
their professional futures are uncertain in 
the extreme. Whatever personal attitude 
anyone holds towards higher education, it 
would require them to be very short- 
sighted not to see why the students might 
occasionally feel aggrieved. Thus to attack 
them is open provocation to violence. 

If the government of Ghana cannot 
afford to keep the universities open, or if it 
has ideological objections to the learned 
life, let it be honest and close UST down. 
Violent attacks by “workers” will achieve 
nothing but further distrust of the PNDC. 


GHANA 
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“Rent-a-crowd’’ becomes easy when the 
payment takes the form of food and 
workers cannot buy sufficient food to live 
on with their wages alone. even if they 
manage to find food for sale in the empty 
markets. Is a worker “left wing’ because 
he is willing to be used as a demonstrator 
of solidarity in order to be fea by the 
organisers? Are students “nght wing” for 
objecting to the two-year national service 
which from its inception, has been struc- 
tured to include some army training? 

[n this context, what of the churches? 
The West Africa correspondent (June 6) 
reports that there has been a ‘‘remarkable 
increase in fundamentalist religious activ- 
ity’ and casts it in a Baptist mould — 
hinting no doubt at some parts of the 
American Southern Baptist philosophy 
and its racial overtones. However, we 
suggest that the churches’ opposition to the 
activities done in the name of the PNDC 
are broader based than any ‘‘Amenican- 
sponsored churches on the campuses”. 

In December 1982 a pamphlet, “The 
Christian Council churches and the Re- 
volution’’ was distributed through the 
churches. In it concern was expressed 
about kidnappings and killings, destruction 
and confiscation of property, and the 
constant fear and insecurity gripping the 
country. It was suggested that the adminis- 
tration of the country be handed over to a 
“Government of National Reconciliation” 
representing all shades of opinion in the 
country 

On Monday. May 9, a demonstration 
was staged against the students of Legon at 
the instigation of government supporters. 
Some of the demonstrators, it is reported, 
have been offered rice, sugar and 500 cedis 
each. Buses and government vehicles bear- 
ing the names of the Information Services 
Department, State Transport Corporation, 


Tema Textiles Ltd., Tema Food Complex 
Corporation, Tema Steel Works, Cocoa 
Marketing Board and National Defence 
Committee transported the party, reported 
to be 500 people (Ghanaian Times, May 
11) to the TUC Headquarters. 

At about 12.30 pm, the convoy of 
vehicles arrived outside Calvary Methodist 
Church where lay members of the Accra 
District Synod were leaving after refresh- 
ment prior to the afterncon ministerial 
session. Led by the occupant of an In- 
formation Services Landrover with a loud- 
speaker, demonstrators shouted abuse and 
obscene language at the synod members. 
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Then about 100 demonstrators left the 
vehicles and entered the church grounds 
carrying weapons and shouting, ‘You have 
to go to work, this is no work,” “We are 
the hungry workers,’ ‘“There is no God”. 

The Rev. Edmund Ashietey was seized 
by several men who tore his clothing and 
beat him. Despite protecting himself by 
holding a metal chair over his head, Mr. 
Ashietey received two knife wounds in the 
back of the head and bruises on his left 
hand and right shoulder. The chapel ste- 
wards of Calvary Church and ladies serving 
refreshments were attacked, food was 
taken and tables, plates, cups, saucers and 
teapots were smashed or looted. 

Soon after the convoy of buses left, a 
Police Task Force jeep arrived and three 
armed men (one in police sergeant's uni- 
form, one in Army overalls and one in 
plain clothes) got out. They asked, ‘What 
has happened? Where are the students?” 
This leads us to suspect that they wanted to 
give the impression that students were 
responsible. 

The church leaders feel that the incident 
was carefully arranged by certain organs of 
the 3lst December Revolution because 
official transport, food supplies, cutlasses 
and guns were provided. They have re- 
quested an immediate public inquiry. 

These are the facts as laid out by the 
churches’ rastoral letter. The letter is 
signed and has been read out in churches 
across Ghana. Calvary Methodist Church 
was full the Sunday after the attack and the 
PNDC would do well to note the authority 
which the churches possess in Ghana 
among many sections of society. As resi- 
dents of Kumasi at the time of a raid on a 
church near Kumasi Stadium in February, 
1982, we can vouch for the strength of 
feeling against the government which 
sprang from this ill-advised attack by one 
armed soldier. Attacks on the Christian 
Church are likely to strengthen it and its 
reputation at the expense of the perpetra- 
tors. Whether the PNDC or their adopted 
power base — the “workers” — are 
responsible, the effect is likely to be 
divisive and counterproductive. Moreover, 
it does the hungry workers, who have been 
grossly underpaid for many years, a great 
disservice to use them as surrogate troops 
against their own kinsmen in the church or 
the universities. Violence of the kind seen 
recently was always held to be “unGha- 
naian’"’ when we were in Ghana. Have 
things changed so much? 














GHANA 


BRIEFS 


CARGO CHARGES HURT COLA--The National Association of Cola Dealers (NACOD) has 
appealed to the government to consider a review of the handling charges pay- 
able on cargo at the country's ports. Speaking to the Daily Graphic Mr. A. B. 
Freeman, secretary for the Greater Accra branch of NACOD, said following the 
1983 budget the handling charge per tonne of cola meant for export had risen 
from ¢12 to ¢219.64. He lamented that if handling charges were not reviewed 
it was going to leave a leeway for the Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone and Liberia, 


each of which is also vying for supremacy in the cola trade. [Text] [London 
WEST AFRICA in English No 3441, 25 Jul 83 p 1735] 


RAMPANT STEALING OF CROPS--The high rate at which thieves have been stealing 
farm produce, mainly maize, cassava and plantain in most parts of the coun- 
try, has been described in several quarters as alarming and disturbing. Due 
to the rampant stealing, most farmers have decided to harvest their farm 
produce, particularly maize, in its green state for boiling and roasting. In 
a week's survey by the Daily Graphic in some parts of Ashanti, Eastern and 
Greater Accra Regions, most of the farmers believed their lives would be in 
danger if they allowed their farm produce to mature fully, because most of the 
farm thieves were fully armed. There were also certain instances where some 
farmers needed money desperately, which forced them to harvest their maize 
prematurely. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3441, 25 Jul 83 p 1735] 


CSO: 3400/1731 














GUINEA BISSAU 


BRIEFS 


PRIVATE SECTOR TRADE PLANS--Capitalist initiative is to be encouraged as of 
October, according to offical sources in Bissau. From that date, commerce is 
to be restructured in to two sectors. The first sector, comprising external 
trade, bulk buying and large shops, will be run by the State. The second sec- 
tor, comprising distribution and petty-level sales, will, officially, be in 
private hands. Setting up this second sector is to an extent official recog- 
nition of a parallel "black" market to the "People's Shops" which flourished 
in the distributive and commercial sectors. [London WEST AFRICA in English No 
3440, 18 Jul 83 p 1686] 


CSO: 3400/1728 
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IVORY COAST 


TEACHERS" PROTESTS, PRESIDENT'S REACTION EXAMINED 
Dakar AFRICA in French No 152 Jun-Jul 83 pp 16-17 


[Article by Paul Bernetel, investigation in Abidjan by Gaoussou Kamissoko and 
Louis Guilain: ''Has Houphouet Changed?''] 


[Text] An upheaval among teachers, an unusually tense debate, 
presidential speeches that are stirring up some comments, all 
have led observers to wonder about the Ivory Coast and 
Houphouet-Boigny: was there a reason behind so much doubt? 


[In Abidjan, the summer vacation draws near. In a few weeks, the lecture halls 
and classrooms will be empty of shouts and the slamming of desks. A saving 
quiet that is going to enable the country's leaders and the teachers to take 
stock of the events of April, with the advantage of being able to step back and 
dispassionately analyze what really happened in the sticky heat of that month. 
As witnesses, silent at first and then surprised and finally irritated by the 
show of force engaged in by teachers against the government, the great majority 
of Ivorians concerned has a less categorical view of the problem. Once again 
that majority has demonstrated its political maturity. Once again, in a deter- 
Loriating situation, it has waited for the gesture, the word, the slogan it is 
to follow. 


The State's Privileged Few 


tlowever, the prevailing sentiment is that, although the events of April are an 
additional episode in the conflict-laden relations between the Ivory Coast and 
the regime's pampered child--the university--, both sides have given the inm- 
pression that they are progressing in a context of dramatization, to which un- 
til now Ivorians have hardly been accustomed. Some of the methods employed by 
the students, and the blazing reprisals they have provoked from the government 
have--rightly or wrongly--left the impression that the celebrated Ivorian social 
and political consensus was cracking, that the famous dialogue, a method of ac- 
tion that until now the government has preferred, was becoming hazy when faced 
with the demand of a social class that has clung to its own interests; a class 
that is therefore not very well disposed to considering it necessary to take 
part itself in the solidarity and stringency effort imposed by the present eco- 
nomic context. 
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Consequently, beyond the genesis of the events of April, which have been 
abundantly dealt with by our colleagues of the international press, we thought 
it would be more interesting if we were to take up a question that many people 
are raising today in the Ivory Coast and elsewhere, although not too many dare 
to ask it openly: has Houphouet changed? And it would be more interesting to 
try to answer it dispassionately and impartially by giving preference to the 
tacts. 


No attentive observer of the Ivory Coast's progress over the past 20 years can 
help being struck by the education efforts. The country dedicates a quarter of 
its national budget to it and President Houphouet-Boigny has always asserted 
that the most important kind of backwardness to be corrected by Africa is to be 
found in the education of its people. This is the reason the RCI [expansion 
unknown] has always opposed the Ivorian brain drain, has always demonstrated 
its reluctance to send its managerial class to international institutions. 


fo attract Ivorian managers to the university, teachers' salaries were "un- 
hooked" from those of other managers with the same education. They are seeing 
between 20 and 30 percent more. Such a decision caused much gnashing of teeth 
in the civil service. It was considered discriminatory and became effective 
only because of Houphouet-Boigny's personal wish; he had to convene a national 
council to bring to an end the considerable resistance he encountered. It 

must be pointed out, moreover, that university teachers' salaries range from 
371,523 CFA francs for a junior lecturer to 648,893 CFA francs for a university 
professor, not including some supplementary advantages related to the position. 
\ high school associate professor earns twice as much as a public works engi- 
neer Or a tax inspector. A graduate school teacher earns twice as much as an 
assistant editor at an Ivorian radio station. In the primary grades the dif- 
ferences are less impressive; however, a teacher's salary is 35 percent higher 
than that of an administrative clerk, a public workd technician or a social 
worker. These few figures illustrate perfectly the privilaged position ac- 
corded to education in the Ivory Coast. Until the recent past, these people 

so favored by the state were also provided with free housing, to the great 
frustration of engineers and upper civil servants with similar education who 
had never had the benefit of such advantages. 


An Excess of Generosity 


it was decided in 1962, in fact, "'that the only people who may be housed at 

the expense of the administration are those with a genuine right to it--the 
military, the police, the gendarmes, the customs officers; more generally, uni- 
formed personnel as well as certain agents whose duties or responsibilities 
entitle them to state-provided housing." 


feachers did not fall into any of those categories and were given a cool re- 
ception by the entire civil service when they were incorporated arbitrarily. 


fhe wave of protests did not just surge over the interior of the country. It 
extended beyond its borders. The Ivory Coast was the only country in Africa 

to grant free housing to teachers, and neighboring states were worried that the 
precedent might be invoked in their high schools and universities. Today they 
no longer have anything to fear because, rather paradoxically, it is the Ivory 
Coast that is paying for the excess of generosity at a time when it is being 
torced to restrain it. 
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fhe circumstances are economic: the deterioriation in the terms of trade has 
already occurred, and moreover the price of coffee and cocoa had to be lowered. 
fhe rise of the dollar aggravated the situation and the successive devaluations 
of the franc contributed the coup de grace to the accumulation of disasters. 
Austerity was imposed because "'the most beautiful girl in the world can't give 
what she hasn't got."' In that frame of mind, free housing for teachers looked 
like a luxury that was all the more expensive because in the beginning it con- 
cerned no more than a few hundred individuals, and today several thousand are 
involved. We are told by a reliable source that it cost the state some 60 bil- 
lion CFA francs. 


Therefore the Ivorian government decided to do away with this advantage and re- 
place it with an allowance, which obviously means a drastic cut in the Ivorian 
teachers' standard of living. 


Government leases having been terminated, the landlords had every intention of 
being paid the same rent by their tenants that the state had been paying. 


A Climate of Agitation 


[t is easy to imagine the extent of the interminable discussions and the magni- 
tude of the problems that followed. In some regions the prefects managed to 
make dialogue triumph. It happened that way in Seguela and Abengourou, where 
King Bonzou himself majestically consented to lower his rents. In the country 
as a whole, however, aialogue came to a sudden halt. It was succeeded by a 
general strike, supported by poorly-housed teachers and even by those who had 
obtained satisfaction, the latter joining with the former by common reflex ac- 
tion. A strike in and of itself is not a catastrophe. It might have taken on 
the appearance of a modest incident along the way, if it had not occurred in a 
rather exceptional climate of agitation. Hate-filled tracts, unrelated to the 
reason for the strike, circulated in Abidjan and threats were addressed to the 
country's top personages. Not even Houphouet himself was spared, which had the 
effect of isolating the teachers and mobilizing Ivorians who until then had 
been quite indifferent to the agitation that was endemic to the university. 


this brief reminder of the facts, to which should be added the fear of seeing 
all of the higher education and primary teachers won over to the protest, as 
well as doctors and even magistrates, who were equally affected by the abolish- 
ment of the leases, prompted Houphouet to react vigorously and strongly. After 
aftirming that the state would not retreat, the president of the Republic is- 
sued an order to requisition. 


ile chose an opportune time. In fact, in the early days of the conflict the 
government seemed to be curiously absent. Minister of National Education 

aul Akoto Yao, who has directed the difficult education ministry with much 

good will and less joy for more than 10 years, was on a mission out of the coun- 
try. Some party leaders continued with their many outside activities associated 
with their positions--economic symposiums, meetings, etc.--, apparently without 
realizing when the strike began that it contained the beginnings of a hard con- 
flict. 











Like the Calman 


As for Houphouet, he was not receiving many visitors, which gave rise to much 
speculation: was he indifferent? Was he failing to take this categorical de- 
mand seriously? In short, had this man who was so vigilant, usually so much in 
evidence, so quick to detect, earlier than his associates, all kinds of threats 
that might confront the state--had he suddenly changed? 


lijouphouet likes to explain to his interlocutors the innate sense of action that 
is characteristic of him: "I am like the caiman, I always sleep with my eyes 
open.'' Those who know him well are aware that this is not just an idle phrase. 
The author of a fascinating book about the Ivorian president, Arthur Conte, 
paints an especially realistic portrait of the "Old Man." 


"Houphouet,'' he says, "is like the crocodile; he can appear to be dozing, his 
eyes half closed, immobile, detached from all care, but don't count on that. 
At the slightest danger signal, the eyes open, and may blaze like lightening." 


[he political observer's greatest problem is interpretation of the facts. Of 
course, Houphouet was doing very little receiving in the days following the 
start of the teachers' strike. 


llowever, the explanation for that is much simpler than the wild rumors that 
were peddled via the grapevine. Several days before, at the funeral of his old 
companion Ambroise Samba, the Ivorian president, refusing all the offered 
chairs, remained standing for an hour and a half in the blazing sun. The re- 
sult was a violent pain in his leg. The medical diagnosis: sciatica. The 
traditional therapy: no walking, keep the leg elevated as long as possible. 

So the president's schedule was lightened as much as possible and only a few 
audiences were retained. Thus, the "absence'’ that was noted had no serious ex- 
planation--either clinical or political. And although it could have been in- 
terpreted at first by some of the strikers as encouragement to radicalize their 
action, they were soon disenchanted. 


A Psychological Error 


[he fact remains that another event, the statement on personal property, also 
contributed to speculation about a possible change in Houphouet. Except for 
background statements, this was the first of its kind and the man has never 
nursed a money complex, but the speech was delivered in a peculiarly aggressive 
form, which the IlIvorian leader later regretted somewhat. On the first point, 
his personal fortune, the president could only have surprised those who wanted 
to be surprised. Certainly, those close to him were sorry he had expressed 
himself on the subject, and under such circumstances. In fact, the Ivorian 
head of state, suffering from sciatica already, was further and especially 
sickened by the anonymous tracts denouncing his fortune. But there was nothing 
really new in his speech, clumsy as it was. Africans are not much aware of the 
fact that Houphouet, unlike many of his colleagues, did not make his fortune 
from his power. On the contrary, the fortune enabled him in the difficult col- 
onization years to give aid to almost all African nationalists, under the RDA 
[African Democratic Rally]. 








\s for his Swiss bank accounts, let us remember that Houphouet has had ac- 
counts in that country since 1928. His ancestors used gold as currency, as 
others used cauris [shellfish]. The Ivorian leader often reminds his visitors 
that long before independence there were only three automobiles in the Ivory 
Coast: the governor's, one belonging to an old Lebanese and nis own splendid 
blue car that caused more than one toubab [white person of European ancestry] 
turn pale with envy. 


Lxamples could be multiplied, but for all that they would not hide the psycho- 
logical error committed by making that unnecessarily defensive speech. It is 
Obvious: when the facts are examined and placed in their true context, there 
iS nothing to indicate that Houphouet has changed, quite the contrary. His at- 
titude toward the crisis merely confirms this impression. After a slight cab- 
inet shuffle and after the end of the strike, there was no witch hunt. 
‘louphouet knows that one does not govern on the basis of vengeance or rancor. 
Uistrusting hasty decisions, taking time to think it over, he preferred to 
postpone until his return from the United States the most important cabinet 
shutfle he had ever announced. 


Llsewhere, they would have imprisoned the "ringleaders" or dismissed a truck- 
load of ministers. This is not the "Old Man's" method. In this, too, he has 
not changed; which does not mean that by acting in this fashion he brings 
ibout unanimity. He knows from his political experience, however, that one 
does not govern by "offering heads" to his opponents or his supporters simply 
iS a matter of opportunism. The fact remains that, although Houphouet has not 
changed, the Ivory Coast has indeed changed. The combined and cumulative ef- 
fect of the circumstances of schooling being provided, increased numbers of 
people in the managerial class, urbanization, etc.--in short, all the negative 
und positive factors in the development the country has experienced under 
ilouphouet's leadership, mean that problems are posed in very different terms 
today, and that Ivorians, working together, must adapt to those circumstances. 
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IVORY COAST 


HEDGING ON SUCCESSION ISSUE INVITES SPECULATION 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3441, 25 Jul 83 pp 1700-1701 


[Article by Mark Doyle: 


[Text ] 


“THE ROAD here has been long and 
arduous, and I have only reached where I 
am with God's help. If God wished me to 
step back now, I would do it. But you want 
me to stay’. Thus, with . characteristic 
grandeur and subtlety, did President Félix 
Houphouét-Boigny recently fudge, yet 
again, the question of succession. 

The President was addressing an assem- 
bly of the most powerful people in the 
Ivory Coast, in Apmil of this year. It was a 
remarkable speech. ‘““The Old Man”, as 
Houphouét is affectionately known, dis- 
cussed intimate details of his family life and 
personal fortune, struck out at dissenters 
‘in the pay of foreign powers’’, and gener- 
ally shocked the nation with his carefully 
controlled frankness. 

The speech — two hours long and 
apparently impromptu — was made at the 
height of Apmil’s teachers’ strike. But its 
significance concerned more than the 
education system’s “spoilt children’’, as 
Houphouét tags the teachers. 

When seen in the light of the extensive 
and unusual travelling that The Old Man is 
now doing (he arnves this week in Lon- 
don), some observers are saying 
Houphouét is performing his swan-song. 

The President’s visit to London is of 
course less important than his visits to 


Washington and New York in June of this 
year. (He has also recently been to Spain 
and Canada). International financial in- 
stitutions, led by the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund, are very 
wornied by possible instability in the Fran- 
cophone African finance system. In the 
past, France has been able to counter 
Ivorian, Senegalese or Voltaic budget de- 
ficits in the lean years. But now “le Metro” 
itself is in trouble, with rumours mounting 
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“Houphouet's Swan-song?"] 


of yet another devaluation of the French 
Franc. 


The Economic situation is one thing; 
Houphouét’s age is another. Is he having 
one last go at the rich countries to persuade 
them of the wisdom of a more rational 
worldwide income distribution? Is he hav- 
ing one last binge? 

But even on the international level, the 
Presidential succession, as even Ivorian 
diplomats concede, is the most important 
and possibly divisive topic under discussion 
today. As Houphouét himself said in 
April, money only goes where it has a sure 
home. 

The succession problem became acute in 
1980. It was in November of that year that 
the National Assembly adopted a change 
to Article 11 of the Constitution; in case of 
death or other incapacity of the President, 
a Vice-President would take over supreme 
power. 

The problem is “the empty seat” — 
there was, and still is, no Vice-President. 
Previous to the 1980 amendment, the 
President of the National Assembly, at the 
time Phillipe Yacé, was empowered to 
mame a successor. The Constitutional 
change effectively eclipsed Yacé. 

Few candidates to the top job have 
dared, in the ensuing years, to broach the 
succession issue. Relative outsiders, such 
as MP Camille Adam, the local representa- 
tive of Amnesty International, have asked 
Houphouét to retire and name a successor. 
Houphouvét’s reply was typical of his spe- 
cial genre; “Do you know how many 
candidates there are?” 

Thus Divide and Rule tactics have been 
pursued. But now, as the Old Man reaches 
his twilight years (78 officially, 85 accord- 
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ing to some estimates), the problem grows 
acute. The President, by his own admis- 
sion, is tired of absolute power, “It's not 
good enough that whenever there is a 
problem, people say ‘go and see 
Houphouét about it’.”” In the same April 
speech, the President explained the issue 
succinctly; “I personally am the final 
‘Court of Appeal’, not in the role of 
President but as your Father’. 

The paternalistic aspects of Houphouét’s 
rule were stressed elsewhere in the 
speech. not only in describing the teachers 
as “spoilt children’’. The people, ‘who had 
nothing before’, had now, thanks to the 
Father's policies, “escaped from their 
hole”. 

“In the name of truth’, and ‘because 
the story might be lost forever’. The Baoulé 
Chief told his tale The young 
Houphouét's story began in the heart of 
Baoulé country, in the village of Yam- 
moussoukro; “I was born into gold... . I 
was born into silver’. 


As a young man, Félix went to Bamako, 
he said, to buy gold with the receipts of his 
coffee and cocoa farms. In time, he formed 
the African Agriculturalists’ Union, with 
other Francophones, because, he said, “we 
couldn't fight colonialism on our own”. 
Little by little, many grammes of gold and 
silver were saved. Then, to Paris: “I served 
in six successive French Governments”, 
Houphouét declared; during the Algerian 
crisis, the Elysée asked him to move closer 
to Paris because his safety could not be 
guaranteed in the country. During this 
time in France, Houphouét purchased 
flats, castles... . 

And then, on doctor's advice, the one- 
time French Minister for Health moved to 
Switzerland, “by chance” and to take the 
mountain air. Luckily, however, the mid- 
die-aged Houphouét met a certain Mr. 
Thinet, who took the future President's 
financial affairs under his wing and became 
his life-long friend. It was thus that 
Houphouét invested “billions” in Switzer- 
land (‘what sensible man wouldn’t?”’). 


But as well as “billions” in Europe, the 
President had “billions” in his own country 
— and the money did not, he insisted, 
come from the State budget; “How can a 
man born into silver be anything but rich?” 

The President revealed that he had 
pineapple farms worth four billions, a third 
of total national production. He had stop- 
ped cultivating coffee because it only 
brought in ‘a derisory hundred million” 
But avocados were a sure source of in- 
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come, Houphouet being number one pro- 
ducer in the country. The President had 
also made “‘billions” by raising fowl. 


The teachers’ strike, which superficially 
concerned free housing rights but also 
served as a lid-lifter for all sorts of political 
frustrations, ended inconclusively. A simi- 
lar shadow now hangs over the politicians. 

So, who 1s it to be? Money is being 
placed on a lot of horses, but the principal 
candidates are as follows: 

Henri Konan Bedié is a Baoulé like the 
President. from Daoukro. He is considered 
in business circles to be the “American 
candidate’, this because he has worked for 
the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund. But such a tag is superfi- 
cial; the point is that Konan Bedié has 
heavy support in the National Assembly. It 
is even rumoured that his partisans goaded 
Houphouet into making April's revealing 
speech by handing him a violently dissent- 
ing tract as he got into his car heading for 
the podium. 


Emmanuc! Dioulo is another candidate. 
As the Mayor of Abidjan. he recently 
found favour with the Old Man by “prop- 
osing”’ the move to the President's home 
town of Yamoussoukro (West Africa, 
February 7, 1983). He is reported to have 
support from the President's wife, Thérése. 
Dioulo also claims strong National 
Assembly backing, though this is to some 
extent split with Konan Bedié. Dioulo is an 
Ebnié, from the coastal region. 

Balla Keita rose to fame during the 
recent teachers’ strike, becoming a sort of 
“Super Minister” with responsibility for 
the entire education system. He is 
Senoufou, hailing from just north of the 
Lake. 

Various other names are bandied, in- 
cluding that of Dénis Bra Kanon, the Bété 


Minister for Agriculture; Jean Konan Ban- 
ny, a Presidential crony from Yamous- 
soukro; Lamine Fadika, the handsome 
young Minister for Maritime Affairs; and 
Matheiu Ekra in change of parastatal 
reforms. 

Family candidates such as Guillaume 
Houphouét-Boigny, the President's son, 
are considered outsiders. But the Old Man 
could still pull a surprise rabbit out of the 
hat; referring to his Franco-Algerian 
Secretary General of the Government, 
Alain Belkin, Houphouét said “foreigners 
do not have axes to grind’’. In the mean- 
time, that is until ‘‘death or other incapac- 
ity’, political axes are being sharpened 











MADAGASCAR 


ANP ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOLLOWING YEAR POSTPONEMENT 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 2 Jul 83 p 5 


[Text] Legislative elections for the 133 deputies in the 
Malagasy People's National Assembly (ANP) will be held on 
Sunday 28 August, Radio Madagascar announced, quoting a 
communique from the office of the president. 


These elections, which were to be held last year, were postponed by one year 
because of the presidential elections last November and the country's economic 
problems. 


The outgoing legislature, the first for the Democratic Republic of Madagascar 
[RDM] which proclaimed its existence in 1975 when President Didier Ratsiraka 
went into office, was elected by universal direct suffrage in June 1977. 


The ANP actually consists of 137 deputies, of whom four are named by the 
Supreme Revolutionary Council (CSR). The current assembly consists of 112 
AREMA [Vanguard of the Malagasy Revolution] deputies (AREMA is President 
Ratsiraka's party), 16 deputies belonging to AKEM-KDRSM [possibly AKFM, Con- 
gress Party for Malagasy Independence-Democratic Committee to Support the 
Malagasy Socialist Revolution] (these are pro-Soviet supporters of Pastor 
Richard Andriamanjato, 7 deputies representing VONJY [expansion unknown] (a 
liberal socialist faction), and 2 deputies representing UDECMA [Malagasy 
Christian Democratic Union] (supporting a peasant-based Christian democracy). 


All the members of the ANP have to belong to a party that is a member of the 
National Front for the Defense of the Revolution, the only entity whose con- 
stituent organizations are authorized to engage in political activity in 
Madagascar, and the precursor of a single party. 


Also President Didier Ratsiraka carried out a partial technical ministerial 
shuffle, in order to deal with the economic and financial crisis the 
country is experiencing, Radio Madgascar announced yesterday. 


According to observers, the president in this shake-up increased the influence 
of a group of "technocrats" known for their economic and financial realism 
and their overriding concern with getting concrete results in the agricultural 
and industrial sectors, ideological considerations taking a back seat. 
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MADAGASCAR 


STATE TRADE COMPANY SONACO AWAITING DISSOLUTION 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 12 Jul 83 pp 1, 3 


[Text/ The National Trade Company (SONACO), which had its moments of glory 
at the beginning of the 1970's, in particular for initiating marketing of 
Cape peas (kabaro), is reportedly today close to being dissolved. 


This state company had been reorganized by the government at the time of 
establishment of a number of state companies such as ROSO /expansion unknown/, 
the National Agricultural Products Company (SINPA), etc. SONACO's coexistence 
with these new companies, with almost identical public purposes, did not 

at first cause any major problems. However, beginning in 1979 it encountered 
severe competition from them, added to the effects of the bad economic situa- 
.tion. According to a SONACO official whom we interviewed, "This drop in 

our activity was related mainly to a decline in investments from banking 
institutions. The fact that we have been able to hung on until now has been 
thanks to the public treasury." 


Also, according to an expert in the overseeing ministry, "For several years, 
SONACO has been producing each year a less attractive balance, and ever since 
the beginning of 1983 a serious default on commitments has been feared." We 
should stress that despite our insistence we were given no details of the 
liabilities of this company. As a result of situations from which it was un- 
able to extricate itself, SONACO was no longer able to meet the payroll of 
its 650 employees spread throughout the main island. Possessing a dossier 
which in the view of the concerned government officials, is no longer defen- 
sible, the company is now only awaiting publication of the dissolution decree 
in the Journal Officiel. However, we have been told that the wages will be 
paid in full_and-without interruption. 


One inevitably compares the fate of SONACO with that of SINPA, but there is 
one difference and that is considerable: the former is now compelled to stop 
all operations, while the latter is continuing, but with its operations "re- 
defined." Even more than being genuine victims of the crisis, are they not 
paying for their lack of imagination in failing to diversify early enough into 
more secure and reliable sectors? The reason for the vulnerability of a state 
company like SONACO is tying its operations too closely to such a volatile 
market: rice and other basic necessity items. 
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MADAGASCAR 


ITALIAN RICE GIFT PRESENTED AT CEREMONY 
Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 6 Jul 83 p l 


[Article by M.P.: "Gift of Five Thousand Tons of Italian Rice Unloaded at 
Toamasina"] 


{Text} On the occasion of the arrival at Toamasina of 5,000 tons of rice 
given by the Italian Government, the charge d'affaires of the Italian Embassy, 
Nicola Di Tullio, paid a courtesy visit to the faritany president, Dahy 
Adrien. Also present were the principal elected officials of the province. 
The two men mainly discussed Italian-Malagasy cooperation. Dahy Adrien 
appeals to Italy to devote more attention to the economic, cultural and social 
development of the area. Nicola Di Tullio said his government continues to 
seek improvement of the relations between Madagascar and Italy. We are pre- 
pared to study any projects for any faritany in the economic or cultural 
field. However, we will also keep in mind your requests concerning your 
province specifically. 


During the official presentation of the gift at Toamasina Port, the Italian 
charge d'affaires explained that the 5,000 tons of rice were part of the 8,000 
tons promised by Italy, and that 3,000 tons had already been received here in 
February. He added that the aid is one of the tangible results of the 
conference in Paris exactly a year ago. 


Mr Tullio also noted that, a month after the arrival of the first part of the 
gift, an agreement was signed by the Malagasy and Italian Governments on 
supply to the Democratic Republic of Madagascar of a batch of dehydrated 
products for Malagasy hospitals. He mentioned, among other things, Italy's 
many contributious to Madagascar, such as the food oil refinery at Tamatave, 
the factory for processing medicinal plants and vanilla at Fianarantsoa, as 
well as the construction of production units in which Italy is participating 
such as at Antsiranana (shoes and tannery), at Ambanja and Mananjara (coffee), 
at Ambositra (tannery), and at Antananarivo (manufacture of prefabricated 
elements, general machinery). Finally, he mentioned the Italian petroleum 
corporation AGIP, which is currently operating in Mahajanga area. 


In his own speech, the president of Toamasina faritany, Dahy Adrien, said 
that the Malagasy people are very grateful to Italy. When you are in diffi- 
culty, you find out who are your friends, he said, and these tons of rice 
come to further strengthen this friendship between our two countries. The 
first Italian consul operated in Tamatave in 1894, and we dare to hope that 

a consulate in this city will finally be opened in the near future, he added. 
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MADAGASCAR 


BRIEFS 


ACADEMICIANS VISIT SOVIET UNION--Responding to an invitation by the presidium 
of the USSR Academy of Sciences, a delegation of the Academy of Sciences of 
the Democratic Republic of Madagascar (RDM), led by the academy's president, 
Cesaire Rabenoro, has arrived in the Soviet Union. The Malagasy scientists 
were received by Academician Anatoliy Alexandrov, president of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences, who spoke to the guests about research in the USSR and 
the academy's international relationships. He stressed the desire of Soviet 
scientists to promote Soviet-Malagasy cooperation, which can make a signifi- 
cant contribution to world scientific knowledge because from a geographical, 
botanical and biological point of view the island of Madagascar is a kind of 
preserve. It has great interest for scientists, and an expedition of scien- 
tits of the two countries could work there with great scientific 
effectiveness. In turn, the president of the RDM Academy of Sciences 
reviewed in detail the studies underway at the academy and the University of 
Antananarivo, and stressed the importance of science in his country's 
development. The Malagasy guests also visited the Africa Institute of the 
USSR Academy of Sciences, where they met with Prof Anatoliy Gromyko, director 
of the Soviet center of African studies and corresponding member of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences, and with the directors of several scientific departments 
at the institute. The Malagasy guests learned about the studies being carried 
out by the Soviet Africanists, who are specialists in the historical, socio- 
political, economic, international and cultural problems of the African 
countries. Anatoliy Gromyko emphasized the importance of progress in Soviet- 
Malagasy scientific cooperation, and mentioned Soviet studies on Madagascar's 
history, culture and economy. He also stressed the importance of international 
cooperation of scientists in the struggle for peace and disarmament, prevention 
of nuclear war, and conversion of Africa to a nuclear-free zone and the 
Indian Ocean to a zone of peace. Cesaire Rabenoro said that the visit had 
given a new stimulus to the scientific contacts between the academies and 
scientists of the two countries, contacts that date from 1962. (APN) [Text] 
[Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 6 Jul 83 p 2] 9920 


RICE GROWING DEVELOPMENT OPERATION--Antanananarivo--Decree 83-189 of 24 May 
1984 [as published] establishing the operation for rice growing development 
was published in the latest issue, no 50, dated 25 June 1983. The decree 
provides: Article 1--A development operation is established named "Rice 
Growing Development Operation" to increase rice production; Article 2--The 
implementation of this operation is assigned to Bankin'ny Tantsaha Mpamokatra 
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(National Bank for Rural Development) under the supervision and control of 
the ministry in charge of agriculture; Article 3--Management of the operation 
will be carried out by an agricultural engineer to be appointed by decree, 
and he will receive the pay and benefits of a director in the ministry; 
Article 4--A draft agreement between Bankin'ny Tantsaha Mpamokatra (National 
Bank for Rural Development) and the ministry in charge of agriculture sets 
the procedures for implementing the project; Article 5--The minister of 
agricultural production and agrarian reform, the minister to the presidency 
of the republic in charge of finance, and the minister of public service, 
labor and social law are assigned responsibility, as it concerns them, for 
implementing this operation. Also, Ralaivaohita Pierre Damien, chief agri- 
cultural engineer, is appointed manager of the rice growing development 
operation. (ANTA) [Text] [Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 6 Jul 83 
pl} 9926 | 


KOMSOMOL DELEGATION VISIT--As we reported yesterday, a Komsomol (Soviet 
Communist Youth) delegation has been among us since Wednesday on an artistic 
tour as part of the cultural exchange program of the two countries. The 

day before yesterday, the delegation, which is led by Visnapou Donald, first 
secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Youth of the Federated 
Republic of Estonia, was received in audience at Tsimbazaza by the president 
of the National Popular Assembly, L X M Andrianarahinjaka, who is also 
chairman of the Madagascar-USSR Friendship Association. After addressing 
the usual greetings to his guests, Mr Andrianarahinjaka stressed the impor- 
tance of such contacts to further develop the relations of friendship and 
mutual understanding between the USSR and the Democratic Republic of Madagas- 
car. The head of the delegation took the opportunity to review the role and 
position of youth in Soviet society, recalling that the Komsomol has repre- 
sentatives in the Soviet Parliament. He stated that the delegation has 

come to Madagascar to explain the Soviet realities to the Malagasy people, 
and vice versa, in the interest, naturally, of both parties. Before wishing 
the delegation a good visit, President Andrianarahinjaka emphasized the 
efforts the Soviet Government has made to further strengthen the bilateral 
relations. /Text/ /Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 20 Jul 83 p 2/ 
9920 


IHOSY-SAKARAHA ROAD CONSTRUCTION--Before the end of the year, if all goes 
well, the L[hosy-Sakaraha trip will no longer be a nightmare for car drivers 
and particularly truckers, who travel it throughout the year, in rain or 

wind. There is no need to explain the importance of this road, because it 

is the link between north and south of our country and its main "crossroads" 
is Antananarivo. It is 108 kilometers long, of which 87 is asphalted. Drivers 
will be able to utter a sigh of relief as they drive through this area of the 
south. They will utter a sigh and be able to admire with much more pleasure 
the unusual beauty of this landscape. When you cross Madagascar in one of 
those small planes flying at an average altitude of 3,000 meters, you realize 
the great size of the country and the inadequacy of the road infrastructure. 
(his is even more evident in the south. The absence of communications routes, 
and even the inadequacy of those that do exist, is a significant brake in 
development. Also, a road is very expensive. Consider, for example, the RN/ 
(Ihosy-Sakaraha), which is costing slightly more than 9.76 billion Malagasy 
francs, or a little more than 100 million Malagasy francs per kilometer. This 
is what progress costs. In a setting of bulldozers (each 300 horsepower), 
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motor scrapers, compactors, trucks and dust (plenty), 490 Malagasy technicians, 
laborers and mechanics work with six European supervisors. A period of 

24 months was allocated to construct the route. However, last year's torren- 
tial rains and irregularity in cement supplies have delayed the construction, 
which had been scheduled to be completed this month. Everything will be 
finished toward the end of the year. One thing is certain: morale on the 


site is excellent. /Excerpt/ /Antananarivo MADAGASCAR MATIN in French 
18 Jul 83 pp 1, Z7 9920 
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MALAWI 


POWER STRUGGLE WORRIES SOUTH AFRICA, OTHER NEIGHBORS 
Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 21 Jul 83 p 5 
[Article by Richard Hall] 


[Text] THE outcome of the power struggle inside Malawi may rock political 
alliances in southern Africa. For the white regime in Pretoria, the impli- 
cations of President Kamuzu Banda's muffled crisis are considerable. 


Malawi is the closest friend of South Africa on the whole continent. This was 
demonstrated at the end of last month when Dr. Banda sent President Marais 
Viljoen his warmest congratulations for Republic Day. These felicitations 
were prominently reported on the front page of the Malawi Times; it could 
happen nowhere else in black Africa. 


The two countries have exchanged ambassadors ever since Banda made a state 
visit to South Africa and was greeted with a 14-gun salute. South African 
Airways runs a frequent service to Blantyre, and economic aid has been enor- 
mous: the new Malawian capital of Lilongwe was largely financed and designed 
by South Africa (with residential areas for the ethinic groups neatly separ- 
ated in the best apartheid style). 


Much thought has undoubtedly been given in Pretoria to what might happen after 
the demise of the octogenarian autocrat. The two decades of Banda's rule have 
been so rigid that a sharp reaction is almost certain. Pent-up feelings-- 
especially in the towns--could sweep away the Banda-dominated Malawi Congress 
Party and substitute a leadership far more radical. 


Much will depend on the attitude of the Malawi Army, 5,000-strong modestly 
equipped with scout cars and light artillery. 


This could be the main problem for the man South Africa would probably prefer 
to see succeed to the presidency, 5i-year-old John Tembo, governor of the 
Reserve Bank of Malawi and effectively the country's Finance Minister. Tembo 
is an Ngoni from Dedza, near the Mozambique border, and conspicuously lacks a 
power base among larger tribes who supply most recruits for the Army and 
police. 
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It was disagreement over a Cabinet proposal from Banda to appoint Tembo as 
Vice-President that set off the current convulsions: It was intended to push 
this change through before the general elections to he held at the end of this 
month. 


Some reports suggest that Banda wanted simultaneously to hand over day-to-day 
running of Malawi to his official hostess. Miss Cecilia Kadzamira, who is 
Tembo's niece. Miss Kadzamira has been close to the President ever since he 
was practising as a doctor and she acted as his receptionist. 


There was time when she was popularly known to the party faithful as 'Nursey' 
but this was later frowned upon as lacking in dignity. 


The Kadzamira-Tembo faction might find it impossible to run the country 
without the consent of the security forces, even though Malawi has a highly 
developed intelligence network owing a lot to South African training. Yet it 
is hard, at this moment, to see how might emerge as a rival grouping. 


To step forward would call for great courage. The Cabinet-dispute was quickly 
followed by the car accident - as officially described - in which two of 
Banda's most senior Ministers met a sudden end. 


Both Dick Matenje, secretary-general of the ruling party, and Aaron Gadama, 
who came from Banda's own home district, were pivotal figures. Less important 
was the third victims. Health Minister John Sangala: his involvement is a 
mystery, although he did come from the same district, in southern Malawi, as 
Matenje. 


One man who might still play a part in Malawi's political future is the former 
Justice Minister, Orton Chirwa. He is under sentence of death, with his wife 
Vera, but the hangings seem to have been indefinitely delayed, perhaps because 
of the international protests. 


The long, much-publicised trial of the Chirwas has put them back in the lime- 
light in Malawi. In their 19 year of exile they had become almost forgotten 
by the younger generation in the six million populace. 


There could, within the next months, be a sequence of events in Malawi 
bringing a sharp swing to the left. That would not only upset South Africa. 
It would also rattle the anti-government guerrilla forces backed by South 
Africa in neighbouring Mozambique. 


They have maintained a friendly co-existence with the present Malawi Adminis- 


tration. A new team in Lilongwe could transform the balance of the ‘secret 
war’ presently affecting not only Mozambique but also Zimbabwe and Zambia 


CSO: 3400/1725 
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MALI 


BRIEFS 


EDF GRANTS--Mali and Sao Tome and Principe are to benefit from grants recently 
approved under the Fifth EDF. The grant to Mali of 142,932 ECU ($0.13l1n.) is 
to finance the construction of grain storage warehouses at Bamako and Bara- 
ouli. Sao Tome and Principe's grant of 220,000 ECU ($0.202m.) is to supple- 
ment funds made available under the Fourth EDF for fisheries development. The 
money will finance the provision of crushed ice and refrigeration facilities. 
[London WEST AFRICA in English No 3441, 25 Jul 83 p 1726] 
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MAURITIUS 





MSM PRESIDENT INTERVIEWED, WARNS AGAINST ABSOLUTE RULE 
Port Louis THE NATION in French 24 Jun 83 pp l, 4 


[Interview with Sylvio Michel, Minister of Youth and Sports and president of 
the Mauritian Socialist Movement [MSM]; date and place not specified] 


[Text] My Sylvio Michel, minister of youth and sports and 
president of the MSM, said in an interview with THE NATION 
that the MSM/PTr [Laber Party] alliance will carry the 
general elections by a large majority. Mr Michel is con- 
vinced that the MSM/PTr alliance has brought about a dynamic 
new sense of total commitment from supporters of both parties 
throughout the country. This impulse to work together to 
fight dictatorship and the danger represented by the MMM 
[Mauritian Militant Movement] is growing day by day in 

every district, he said. The MSM president also denounced 
Mr Berenger, who wants absolute power. He announced that 
the platform of the MSM is ready and will be made official 
before 11 July. 


Below are the highlights of the interview: 


[Question] Mr Michel, you are currently president of the MSM. What does that 
mean to you? 


[Answer] First of all, I must tell you that I never aspired to be president 
of the MSM. The ministers and elected deputies in the party chose me as 
president. I accepted. I must say that I was not chosen out of parochial 
considerations. I was picked for the presidency because of my contributions 
to the party. I should add parenthetically here that Mr Harish Boodhoo had 
proposed that I be given the position of vice-prime minister, though I was 
already minister of youth and sports. I refused, because the electorate had 
voted for Mr Boodhoo as vice-prime minister. In my capacity as president of 
the MSM, I was involved at several stages in the negotiations concerning the 
alliance with the PTr. I am in continuous contact with the prime minister 
and the vice-prime minister. 


, ae How is the MSM campaign shaping up? Are structures already in 
place to carry out the party's activities in this campaign? 
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[Answer] We have just concluded an electoral alliance with the PTr. The 

MSM has drawn up a 5-year program. The program will be officially posted hy 
ll July. The organization committee has already begun its work in the various 
districts around the country. A series of national and regional rallies will 
be held fairly soon. For my part, I have held several private meetings in my 
district. I can assure you now that the alliance will take all three seats 

in Port-Louis North/Montagne Longue. 


[Question] Do you think that an alliance is capable of governing the country, 
in view of what we have been through in the last 9 months? 


[Answer] Listen, I must tell you frankly that the MSM/PTr alliance has brought 
about renewed political dynamism in the supporters of both parties around the 
country. The welfare of the nation must come first. And a number of people 
have made sacrifices. The PSM [Mauritian Socialist Party] dissolved itself 

to join with the MSM. We have been living through a nightmare since 11 June. 
The country is gasping for air. It has been one crisis after another. The 

MMM leaders have tried to establish an anti-democratic system. Faced with 

this danger, several people have made sacrifices, to bar the road to dictator- 
ship. In 2 months we have created a climate to attract investors. We are 
working as a team, without any backstabbing. The future of the country is 
assured with the MSM/PTr alliance. Managing an alliance requires both 
experience and a certain amount of flexibility to resolve conflicts. With 

only a majority of two, Sir Seewoosagur led the country for 5 years, while with 
with an absolute majority of 60 to 0, the MMM/PSM ailiance was unable to 

govern for more than 9 months. 


[Question] Are you confident the MSM/PTr alliance will win? 


[Answer] Certainly. We will have a majority. The working class is with us. 
The little people are supporting us. 


[Question] In June 1982 you were approached about taking on the duties of 
minister of housing. How do you explain the fact that at the last minute you 
were passed over in favor of Mr Lloyd Baligadoo? 


‘Answer] On 13 June Mr Devanand Rothoo telephoned me to tell me that Mr Paul 
Berenger wanted to meet with me the following day. I did in fact meet with 

Mr Berenger. He offered me the position of minister of housing. At that point 
I asked whether Mr Baligadoo was going to get a ministry. Mr Berenger said 
that Mr Baligadoo would be named speaker of the legislative assembly. After 
consulting with my friends and relations, I accepted the housing portfolio. 
Subsequently, I was called to attend a meeting with the prime minister. 

There, Mr Berenger informed me that the central committee had decided to give 
the housing portfolio to Mr Baligadoo. I was offered money and an ambassador- 
ial position. I refused. So I was seated as a backbencher. After the October 
crisis, Mr Berenger approached me again. And he offered me the Ministry of 
Cooperatives. J refused. I am not thirsty for power. After the breakup of 
the MMM, the prime minister offered me the Ministry of Youth and Sports. 

After due reflection, I accepted the position. I am not addicted to power. 
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[Question] All your efforts on behalf of the residents of the working-class 
quarters of the cities were thwarted by the former housing minister. What do 
you have to say about that? 


[Answer| The struggle I undertook for the welfare of the inhabitants of the 
working class neighborhoods goes back to 1969. When the late Sir Abdul Razack 
Mohamed and Mr Eliezer Francois made mistakes in their dealing with the 

people there, I did not hesitate for cne minute to defend them. The former 
housing minister adopted an arrogant attitude toward them. He was against 
rent reduction. Politicians encouraged people to occupy houses illegally. 
Today the government finds itself faced with a "squatter" problem. The former 
housing minister made a huge blunder in ordering a new registration at the 
Central Housing Authority. It was a tremendous burden. Concerning the infra- 
structure in the working-class neighborhoods, the government is doing its 

best to provide these quarters with the necessary amenities: water, electric- 
ity, paved roads, the establishment of community centers and cooperative 
boutiques. 


\Question}] Has the MMM deviated from its principles? 


[Answer}] Yes. It is disgusting. There has been no dialogue. The MMM 
ministers adopted an arrogant attitude toward the backbenchers. It was 
paintul to us. The MMM has become bourgeois. It has become identified with 
the capitalists. Dialogue was only with the private sector. There is no 
doubt that the MMM has completely deviated into the camp of the capitalists 
ind the private sector. 


‘Question] Mr Berenger officially announced that he will be the prime 
minister and the tinance minister in any MMM government. Do you not see that 
as a concentration of power? 


Answer} Yes. Berenger wants absolute power. 


r 


[his is very dangerous for Mauritius. He will be the only decision-maker in 
both political and economic issues. The militants should think about that. 


[t is truly very dangerous for the country. 
estion}] Will the Fraternal Organization support the MSM/PTr alliance? 
Answer! Certainly. The members of the OF [Fraternal Organization] have 
lecided to campaign for the MSM/PTr alliance throughout the country. 











MAURITIUS 


MSM/LABOR ALLIANCE TO HOLD CONGRESSES 
Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 6 Jul 83 p 7 


[Text] The MSM/PTr [Mauritian Socialist Movement/Labor 
Part: ] alliance will hold two national congresses on the 
sidelines of the upcoming 21 August general elections. 
The first has been set for 16 July and the other for 6 
August. The two congresses will be held at New Devton 
College, Beau-Bassin, 


This was the announcement made yesterday to the press by Mr Harish Boodhoo, 
the alliance campaign director. He said that several other congresses will 
be held at the district level and will be chaired by Mr S. Michel (districts 
l, 2, 3 and 4), Dr D. Bundhun (districts 5, 6 and 7), Mr R. Soobadhar (dis- 
tricts 8, 9 and 10), Mr V. Lutchmeenaraidoo (districts 11, 12, 13 and 14), 

Mr K. Offman (districts 15, 16 and 17) and Mr R. Virahsawmy (districts 18, 19 
and 20). The MSM/PTr Alliance will also hold two national rallies before 

the upcoming general elections. These meetings are scheduled for 10 July 


at Quatre-Bornes and 14 August at Place du Quai, Port Louis. 


In other announcements regarding the MSM/PTr campaign organization, Mr Boodhoo 
said that a coordination committee has been established to deal with campaign 

matters. It is composed of Mr H. Boodhoo, Mr C. Pillay, Mr R. Seereekissoon, 

Mr C. Malherbes, Mr Amba Chinien, and Mr Dev Virahsawny. 


"We have planned out our campaign in a scientific manner. We in the MSM/PTr 
are convinced that we have taken the lead over the MMM from the point of view 
of getting our campaign started, and we are sure to win by an unquestionable 
landslide," Mr Boodhoo said. He added that the aliiance is pleased by the 

good reception it has gotten at rallies in both rural and urban areas. Between 
now and the upcoming elections, the alliance will hold 61 rallies at the 


district level. 


Mr Boodhoo thinks that the Mauritian electorate will grab hold of the alliance 
is “the country's last hope," for it can provide Mauritius with cultural, 
political and social stability. He appealed to the various political groups 
to see that the elections unfold in a civilized manner and that politicians 
restore to politics its letters patent of nobility. "However the 21 August 
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elections may turn out, our big concern is that the country should come out 
the winner," said Mr Boodhoo., Turning to the subject of the party platform, 
the vice-prime minister said that it is already prepared and the accent is on 
stability, democracy, liberty and job creation by means of a sound and 
realistic economic recovery looking toward a vision of the isle of Mauritius 
in the year 2000. It is a pragmatic platform, without any demagoguery. It 
will be discussed with the Labor Party before being published sometime before 
the end of next week, according to Mr Boodhoo. In conclusion, Mr Boodhoo 
promised that the press will continue to be free under any MSM/PTr alliance 
government. 
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MAURITIUS 


DEV VIRAHSAWMY JOINS MSM ALLIANCE 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 25 Jun 83 pp l, 4 


[Text] Mr Dev Virahsawmy, former leader of the MMM [Mauritian Militant 
Movement] announced yesterday at a press conference held at the headquarters 
of the MSM [Mauritian Socialist Movement] that he has joined the party. He 
also announced that he would give maximum support to the MSM/PTr [Labor Party] 
alliance and to the PTr/PMSD [Mauritian Social Democratic Party]. Mr 
Virahsawmy said that he will be an active particpant both in joint meetings 
to which he may be invited and in separate meetings of the MSM, the PTr and 
the PMSD. 


Mr Virahsawmy emphasized that he is not looking for a "ticket" for the upcoming 
elections, but he is before anything else concerned to thwart what he called 
the forces of reaction. In that connection, he said that in his opinion the 
MMM is playing into the hands of the big bourgeois interests. 


Mr Virahsawmy added that the big business interests control the country's 
economy and are trying to consolidate their hegemony. The MMM today has 
become a tool of big business. 


Mr Virahsawmy also charged that the campaign being waged by political 
adversaries is trying to trick "persons of color" and Muslims that the Hindus 
are against them, and that this campaign is also attempting to divide the 
Hindu community and to exploit the Tamoul community which is currently raising 
some issues. It is useful tonote, said Mr Virahsawmy, that these ethnic 
groups do not have interests identical with those of big business. 


Mr Virahsawmy added: "The colored population needs to understand how the 
great bourgeoisie came to use it in the past." In that regard, Mr Virahsawmy 
said that with the financial support of some friends he plans to get some of 
the works of Remy Ollier and Evenor Ithier published. 


Commenting on the issues raised by the Tamouls, Mr Virahsawmy said: "I have 

a great liking for the good Tamouls, who can defend their identity and can 
trace their roots, but I ask my good tamoul brothers to not let the politicians 
exploit their aspirations, for later they will crush them.” 
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Mr Virahsawmy, in answer to a question, said that he has not insisted on 
running on any ticket, but if the party asked him to be a candidate he would 
not refuse. "I have already told the party leaders that personally I have no 
desire to be a candidate, because then [if I am not a candidate] I could be 
available to work in the campaign throughout the island. But should the party 
find it necessary for me to work in a district, I am ready to assume my 
responsibility." 


Asked his current view of the PMSD, Mr Virahsawmy said: ''The PMSD today is 
not a tool of big business, the PMSD is not conducting a policy based on a 
caste system, the PMSD is not dividing up Mauritian society on the basis of 
ethnic considerations, and the PMSD is not a threat to democracy. For those 
resaons, I believe that the PMSD has its role to play in this front." 
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MAURITIUS 


DETAILS ON MMM MANIFESTO, GOVERNMENTAL PROGRAM GIVEN 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 23 Jul 83 pp l, 7 


[Text] Accompanied by several of his aides, Paul Berenger, "shadow prime 
minister" of the MMM, met with the press yesterday to present the MMM Manifesto, 
1 58-page document in two parts: a record of the MMM's action in government 
trom 1982 to 1983 and the MMM's governmental program for the general elections 
to be held on 21 August. Several thousand copies of the "Mauve Book," entitled 
Por a Nonaligned and Modern Democratic Socialism," have been published and 
will be distributed throughout the country as part of the current election 
campaign at a cost of 5 rupees. The authors hope it will become a best seller, 
as was the case with the MMM-PSM [Mauritian Socialist Party] governmental pro- 
gram last year. Berenger stressed yesterday that the government action pro- 
posed by the MMM in the document basically differs little from that proposed 
and overwhelmingly approved by the voters last year. However, the original 
feature of the new Mauve Book resides in its first part, the record of the 
MMM's government action from 1982 to 1983, as well as in the fact that it is 
more detailed and more substantial than the document presented for the June 
1982 elections. In addition, the book contains a number of new proposals or 
new clarifications of measures already set forth in the old governmental pro- 
pram. 


[In the first part of the book, the MMM emphasizes that while in 1976 and 1982 
it presented itself as an opposition party, "this time it will go before the 
voters backed by its experience in government, having demonstrated its ability 
to lead the country and its competence in nearly all domains." It states 

that "those who went with the MSM [Mauritian Socialist Movement] no longer had 
the will to make the necessary effort to effect a real change in Mauritius” 
and that it was necessary to "lance the abcess, then resume the march toward 
socialism alone." According to the book, the MMM "is preparing to return to 
power, carried along by a second wind of change.” 


First of all, the MMM recalls the heritage it found after the elections last 
year "after 23 years of uninterrupted power of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam and 
his ministers. 


"They bequeathed to the MMM an economy bled white by two successive devalua- 


tions, which in 3 years halved the purchasing power of the Mauritian rupee. 
They left a public debt of 7 billion rupees, payment on which by the government 
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takes 1.7 billion rupees a year. This leaves the new government very little 
room in which to maneuver. They left an accumulated balance of payment deficit 
varying between 500 million and 900 million a year, an unemployment rate of 
over 20 percent, equal to that in the country right after independence. Na- 
tional reserves dwindled away and are now insignificant, which brings the 
threat of a third devaluation and forces Mauritius to be at the mercy of the 
International Monetary Fund. The rate of inflation is 14 to 15 percent a year, 
after peaks of over 20 percent in preceding years. This results in a reduced 
purchasing power for Mauritians and increasing difficulty for Mauritian pro- 
ducts trying to compete abroad. The production apparatus is worn out and the 
main sectors of production (agriculture, tourism, free zone) are no longer 
growing. Investments are made in dribs and drabs, while national savings 

have dropped by half in 5 years." 


The MMM book continues: "In 1976, when the MMM came close to gaining power, 
Mauritius was scarcely emerging from the sugar boom and anything was possible. 
This time, in 1982, the coffers were empty, the debt massive, the world 
crisis exceptional and adding to the difficulties. Mauritius has exhausted 
all its resources." 


Deteriorating Image Internationally 


With respect to foreign policy, the heritage is no less burdensome, the MMM 
notes: 


"The country's image abroad has deteriorated with every passing year. Mauri- 
tius is an international beggar. The Labor Government changes its foreign 
policy at the drop of a visit or forum. It is no longer respected in the Third 
World, where its servility to certain capitals causes indignation, or in the 
West, where it is taken for granted." 


The MMM continues: "Socially speaking, the unprecedented crisis is producing 
incalculable material and moral poverty. Over 50,000 Mauritians are out of 
work, while thousands are underemployed. Many families live under the absolute 
poverty level and malnutrition ravages our children. The anguish of unemploy- 
ment disturbs the peace of many homes. Crime is spreading. Despair and idle- 
ness plunge thousands of young people into drugs under the complacent eye of 
1uthorities. The entire Mauritian social organism is affected. Mauritius 

is atraid of the future. 


"Politically speaking, finally, the Labor regime, despite its affirmations of 

its alleged defense of democracy, has in fact weakened all our democratic 
structures. Successive constitutional amendments have abolished partial legis- 
lative elections. Regional democracy no longer operates and everywhere, in the 
cities, districts and villages, unelected officials named by the central govern- 
ment handle regional administrations. The Laborites have seized power. Parlia- 
ment has had its rights thwarted. Repressive laws (Public Order Act, POA, Indus- 


trial Relations Act, IRA) check free expression of workers and citizens. The 
private lives of citizens are spied upon by wiretapping, the practice of open- 
ing letters. MBC-TV [Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation] is shamefully mani- 
pulated.” 
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Further on in the book, the MMM states that "government is not an end in it- 
self, but a means of changing life, an instrument in the service of the popu- 
lation,"’ and that "the MMM ministers did not want power for power's sake, but 
in order to lead the island of Mauritius on a great undertaking of economic 
development and social progress." It continues that "if the MMM ministers 
wanted to be ministers solely for the sake of status and privileges, they would 
have calmly remained in their ministerial offices, awaiting 1987." 


Democracy Restored 


The first part of the record of MMM action in government is devoted to the 
consolidation of democracy in order to make violations of that democracy, as 
seen under the preceding regime, impossible once and for all. "What did the 
MMM specifically do, once in government? It took the following measures," 
the Mauve Book emphasizes: 


"Tt restored the partial legislative elections abolished by the Laborites 
and the PMSD [Mauritian Social Democratic Party]. 


"It amended the constitution so that a government, no matter what its affilia- 
tions might be, will never again be able to postpone the general elections as 
the Laborites and the PMSD did in 1969. 


"It organized the municipal elections in December (they had been postponed 
indefinitely by the former PT [Labor Party]-PMSD-CAM [Muslim Action Committee] 
regime), another brilliant victory of the MMM by itself, while the PSM is 
already breaking apart in planning its betrayal." 


(he MMM organized village elections at the beginning of 1983, completing 

“the task of restoring elective councils everywhere in the country." In June, 
the elected district councils can once again function freely, while in the 
meantime, a committee headed by Somdath Bhuckory has been named to totally 
reform regional administrations. 


[he MMM is having elite parliamentary committees appointed to study and revise 
the POA and the IRA and the report on the IRA filed on 22 March following 

28 meetings, “going very far in the granting of increased rights to wage earn- 
ers." As for the POA, "one of the major revisions was to restore the right to 
demonstrate peacefully,"' while in the case of the SSS [State Security Service], 
that service was dissolved and replaced by the NIU [expansion unknown], 
"originally designed to operate along different lines with respect for citi- 
zens' rights.” 


Spying on Citizens 


[he Mauve Book emphasizes that "the MMM has done all this from the time it came 
to power in order to establish a new distribution of powers in Mauritius, in 

a straight line with decentralizing socialism and in order to make the govern- 
ment serve the citizens once again. Today, the MSM is again spying on the 
citizens. The Bhuckory committee has broken down. Municipalities once again 
encounter red tape on the part of the central government, as in the time of 

the Laborites and the PMSD." 
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What reforms have been implemented with respect to Parliament? The Mauve 
Book mentions them one by one: 


The colonial structure has been abolished (wigs, and so on). The number of 
ministers was reduced from 21 to 18. Ministers' salaries have been reduced. 
[The posts of parliamentary secretary has bee: abolished and duty-free privi- 
leges (on cars, whiskey, and so on) have been eliminated. All ministers and 
deputies, in order to set an example of sacrifice, must give up the 8-percent 
salary compensation granted in 1982. Deputies must henceforth contribute to 
their pension fund like other citizens. A study has been begun to pass a law 
forcing deputies to declare their assets as they were before elections. "On 
30 March, all MMM deputies swore affidavits and turned over to the speaker the 
details of such assets. The MMM wished thereby to show the country that its 
deputies had nothing to hide." 


lugnauth, Boodhoo and Others 


Having begun the phase of democratizing the life of Mauritians, the MMM in 
zovernment then attacked economic problems in order to "restore the founda- 
tions of a healthy economy so as to create lasting jobs for generations to 
come." It was necessary to "plan the country's needs for the 1980's and 1990's, 
restore the country's image overseas, stimulate intellectual, artistic, civic 
and sports life, face the great challenge of energy, urban planning and the 
environment, reform education so that our schools and universities will cease 
to turn out generations of individuals frustrated in their professional aspira- 
tions, democratize information and knowledge, restore women's rights, change 
ways of thinking in order to achieve a more egalitarian society, organize 
ability so as to profit from the country's brains and thus prevent the exodus 
of the most capable men and women, reduce the range of social inequalities 
wherever possible, plan the housing of the future so that every family will 
have a roof over its head, coordinate industrial relations and promote educa- 
tion of workers, and in general, improve the quality of life in Mauritius." 


[he MMM states in its analysis that while the MMM was trying to achieve all 
these objectives, "those who belonged to the MSM were spending their time 
thinking only about their reelection and about thwarting the socialist advance, 
under the complacent eye of the prime minister, who himself is incapable of 
understanding that it was all part of a whole and of inspiring the country in 
this great national undertaking." 


(he MMM emphasizes: Neither Jugnauth nor Boodhoo nor the other petty minds 
of the PSM ever understood that behind the daily work of the MMM ministers in 
sovernment, there were great ambitions for Mauritius." 


On the economic level, the MMM analyzes its record as follows: 


der to succeed in mobilizing the country in the effort, it was necessary 


] 
to explain and persuade. Paul Berenger had one of the most difficult missions 
the government. He had to safeguard the value of the Mauritian currency 
in order to prevent succeeding devaluations and, at the same time, correct the 
itastrophic situation of the balance of payments, restore the credibility of 











the new government vis-a-vis international financial institutions and the inter- 
national banking community. He also had to limit the enormous deficits in the 
public budget, while initiating a recovery of investments and employment by 
creating a new thrust in the country. In order not to leave the development 
initiative up to the private sector alone, he also had to negotiate with the 
World Bank for a ‘structural adjustment loan' (SALII) for 450 million and 

50 millien in technical aid to organize that development. Finally, while doing 
all ot this, Berenger had to follow a social policy in keeping with the aspira- 
tions of the people and his party's commitments. 


“In all these undertakings, he received no support from Aneerood Jugnauth or 
Harish Boodhoo and the PSM. Berenger chose to tell the country the truth. 
fhe truth was that the burden of the Labor heritage was heavier than expected 
and that the state of the public debt and the balance of payments allowed very 
little room to maneuver. Mauritius could not reduce its dependency on the IMF 
and regain its stability without making great effort and sacrifices, but the 
results would be seen later on. The truth was that two or three years of na- 
tional discipline were needed and are still needed in order to be able to 
puild a lasting future for the young and the unemployed, giving them, not 
relief work as Ramgoolam had done, but permanent jobs. 


"In a tew weeks, Berenger filed the budget. Under pressure from the IMF, mea- 
sures had to be taken aimed at rehabilitating the productive sectors and con- 
taining the budget deficit (sales tax, stamp duty), but at the same time, a 
sustained social policy was followed. Workers received an 8-percent compensa- 
tion; pensioners 12 percent, in order to protect their purchasing power. All 
wage earners were granted an end-of-year bonus, despite the difficulties and 
for the first time since 1978. An unemployment hardship relief scheme costing 
‘9 million was set up by the MMM in order to help the poorest heads of family 
ind 6,500 heads of family still receive allocations amounting to 283 rupees 

1 month, for the first time in the country's history and while awaiting the 
national unemployment allocation. An antilayoff law to protect jobs and an 
unendment to the Napoleonic Code allowing workers to receive a severance 
1llowance in case of bankruptcy were passed. 


“Separate measures were taken for specific categories of workers. For example, 
mall planters received two reductions in the price of fertilizer. To take 
inother case, taxi drivers were exempted from various taxes. 


‘The fight against fiscal fraud and evasion was vigorously engaged and results 
were not long in coming. The number of voluntary taxpayers increased suddenly 
ind totaled over 60,000. The sales tax, which increased the cost of living 

by only 2 percent, permitted double control of taxes paid by merchants. 


‘At the same time, bonds payable to the bearer were issued in order to bring 
‘black money’ back into circulation and did in fact bring in 40 million. Pro- 
visions were made in order to better control the use of public monies. 
Recovery measures were taken to stimulate investments, particularly through 
tax abatements approved by all ministers. New structures were set up: an 
economic and social council to encourage dialogue between social partners; a 
unit in the Ministry of Finance to take up the case of faltering enterprises; 
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a State Trading Corporation for the importation of essential commodities. A 
Cargo Handling Corporation was studied and a bill passed in June. The activi- 
ties of the CNT [National Confederation of Labor] were expanded." 


Painstaking Work 


Pressured by the IMF and the World Bank, painstaking work was done to avoid 

any devaluation and to negotiate new credits worth 1 billion rupees. The ex- 
cellent impression made in Washington by Paul Berenger and Kailash Ruhee on 

the joint IMF/WB meeting, contacts made with institutions and the serious atti- 
tude shown during negotiations with the successive missions from these banks 

in Mauritius resulted in the fact that a few months later, the IMF unhesitating- 
ly accepted the request of the Mauritian Government for a 'stand-by agreement' 
worth 650 million, while for its part, the World Bank permitted Mauritius to 
become the fifth country in the world to receive a second structural adjustment 
loan (SAL II), worth 450 million. 

"Other contacts were made to initiate major infrastructure projects (airport, 
southern highway, and so on), which will create jobs. 





"The tourist sector was revived following a long period of stagnation. Several 

projects to build hotels were approved, along with expansions of certain exist- 

ing hotels, which helped the building industry, in which there is widespread 

unemployment. Figures on tourists arriving for the first three months of the 
‘ar indicate a record. 

"Contacts were also made with potential investors in Hong Kong, East Africa, 

\ustralia and Europe in order to revive the stagnant free zone. 


his overall policy was carefully explained, phase by phase, to the people 
Paul Berenger, who put an end to the policy of secrecy followed by Ringadoo 
e independence. He thus opened a new era of dialogue with the population, 
publishing documents and statistics so that each person might know where the 
country was headed and at what cost. A monthly economic picture was also 
published in order to report on the progress of business. 


‘While the government thus endeavored to handle the crisis, it was also con- 
ed with setting up a permanent framework for bringing about profound eco- 
romic structural changes. The MMM voted for the bills permitting nationaliza- 
i ; with compensation spread out in time, as stipulated by the governmental 


ving on to foreign policy, the MMM stated that it has placed diplomacy in 
service of economic policy. ''Through its continuing contacts in several 
ipitals, the MMM has laid the cornerstone of fruitful economic and technical 
operation with several countries. India has released the sum of 110 million 
rupees for Mauritius as aid to the balance of payments. The French-Mauritian 
‘oint Commission has made it possible to obtain credits worth 240 million from 
rance, despite the difficulties of Socialist France. China has agreed to 
nfirm aid of 450 million for the Plaisance Airport. Because of the 
lanning of the MMM in government, the Paris Advisory Group finally released 
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over 400 million rupees for Mauritius, with a new package of French aid. The 
United States confirmed the financing of various self-help projects. Encour- 
aging talks have taken place with countries such as Australia, Libya, Canada, 
Algeria, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the Nordic countries. The aid of regional 
development banks in Africa and the Middle East has been requested. After 
several missions to the Persian Gulf countries, the MMM obtained a petroleum 
deal from Kuwait enabling Mauritius to save 100 million annually. 


"Also for the purpose of relaxing economic pressure, hundreds of Mauritians 
have found jobs abroad, mainly in Africa and the Middle East." 


[n a matter of months, the MMM restored its credibility to Mauritian diplomacy, 
while exhibiting fierce independence vis-a-vis foreign powers and maintaining 
cordial relations with traditional friends. "It is recommended that Mauritius 
be taken seriously," writes the MMM, which recalls the visits of chiefs of 

tate to Mauritius, regional cooperation, the opening to new partners. 


‘he last part of the MMM record deals with social action of the party: the 
decommunalization of sports, a policy aimed at "revitalizing our cultural 


heritage,’ an effort for housing compounds and low-income groups. The energy 


policy is also commented upon. Health, education, women's affrirs and 
Rodrigues are also mentioned. 


[he MMM concludes as follows: "The record of the governmental action of the 
MMM is therefore eminently positive." 


‘he MMM states that it did not want power for power's sake. The MMM wanted 
power in order to change Mauritius, to change life, to prepare for the future 
the country's children and advance freedom and democracy. The MMM wanted 
d i wants to embody the socialist hope in Mauritius. Socialism presumes 
in overall approach on different fronts at the same time, amidst lucidity. 
"That is what the MMM proposes to the country.” 


. reference to the MSM/PT, the MMM writes: ‘'They would have us believe that 
is possible to lead socialism by compromising with the right. For 9 months, 
MMM followed a clear political line without accepting patronage from the 
tionary right. It will build socialism with the people, the young, the 
yorkers, and not with those whom the people drove from power and who are the 
nain persons responsible for the difficult conditions that have checked the 
mnomic action of the MMM for these 9 months.'"' The MMM concludes by accusing 
the MSM of "trying to bring the right back to power" and states: "The people 
not want to look back. They want to look to the future. Hope is the MMM." 


its press conference yesterday, at which it presented its record and pro- 
‘ram, the MMM emphasizes a series of aspects of the document, some of them 
w. The key words of the document are: unity, truth, solidarity. 


hese are the aspects as emphasized by Berenger and as explained in the 
irty's program: 











Sugar Industry: Overall Plan for 21 Plants 


With respect to the sugar industry, what is new compared with the 1982 program 
is the proposal of an overall plan which takes the report of the Avramovic Com- 
mission into account and includes all the plants in the country. The plants 
would be the property of a National Sugar Corporation, whose ownership would 

be divided among the government, planters, wage earners and the current share- 
holders "in a proportion to be determined in the light of an overall evaluation 
and the financial capabilities of the government." 


The document continues: "This proportion will naturally be reflected on the 
Board of Directors of the National Sugar Corporation, but every production unit 
will be managed autonomously and professionally with the complete participa- 
tion of planters and wage earners invoived." 


The document adds: "The problem of land belonging to the 21 plants will be 
dealt with separately with the creation of companies whose shareholders will 
be the government, planters, wage earners and current shareholders. Such land 
will also be managed with their complete participation and in an autonvmous 
and professional fashion.” 


Private Banks; Government Participation 


With respect to the banking sector, the MMM announces in its new program the 
government's participation in private banks in terms of shares held. 


This will be done within the framework of reforms in the banking sector, 
particularly through the promulgation of new government legislation on the 


sector. 
Overall Reform of Election System 


The new program of the MMM recommends an overall reform of the Mauritian elec- 
tion system in order to allow for the recall of elected officials by the voters 
between elections. However, the MMM believes that the recall system must be 
balanced and independent of the government. 


In addition, the "best loser" system will be revised within the framework of an 
overall reform in order to make the system more democratic and allow for better 
legislative representation of voting trends, without thereby permitting the 
communal "hydra" to be reborn in other forms. 


This overall reform of our electoral system will be carried out with all the 
necessary care, without haste and following a wide-ranging national debate. 


rhe program also specifies that the constitution will be amended for the pur- 
pose of making any act of defection within the Legislative Assembly impossible. 
[The program recommends "elimination of the language barrier in the Assembly 

ind the possibility of using English, French, Creole and Bhojpuri in the Legis- 
lative Assembly." Other measures dealing with the reform of standing orders 
would give more initiative to backbenchers and the opposition. 
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With regard to industrial relations, the MMM recommends that the Constitution 
be amended in its Section 3 to proclaim the solemn right of workers to organ- 
ize into unions and the inalienable right of workers to strike, which would 
make the LRA unconstitutional and prevent any future government from trying 


to pass another IRA. 

Right of Association Guaranteed to Police 

Regarding the forces of order, an MMM government recommends the right of asso- 
‘tation of all members of such forces with the replacement of the current out- 
dated colonial federation by adequate structures, without any violation of the 
suthority of officials and the hierarchical principles that are cbviously 
essential. 


\ppointments and promotions will be on the basis of merit, it is stipulated. 
urses in sociology and social psychology, as well as on the laws and the 
nstitution, will be given in the University of Mauritius for police officers 

in the regular force and the SMF [Special Mobile Force], the MMM program enm- 


ne police force will be rehabilitated through the elimination of abuses coming 
1in individuals who use the police as messengers and servants. 


~ 
cry 


ijould be noted that the rest of the program remains essentially the same 
the one of the MMM-PSM alliance submitted to the voters in a referendum in 


ine 1982. The Mauve Book is being sold, Berenger said yesterday, wherever 
1ewspapers and books are sold and in bookstores. In addition, party members 
will be selling it in all regions of the country. 
, 1114 
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MAURITIUS 


GOVERNMENT PROJECTS REPORTED 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 5 Jul 83 p 5 


[Text] The government Friday issued 2 export certificates, 
3 development certificates and 2 free service zone certif- 
icates. These projects will cost 12,883,000 rupees and 
make possible the creation of 150 new jobs. 


The first export certificate concerns the establishment at Rose-Hill of a 
plant to manufacture cane products. The total investment required is on the 
irder of 435,000 rupees. The enterprise will employ 24 people and will 
export its products to Reunion and France. 


The second certificate is for the manufacture of knitwear to be exported to 
West Germany, France, Denmark, Camercou and the Sevchelles. 


[he factory, which will be built at Baie du Tombeau, will create jobs for 6/7 
people. The cost of the project is estimated at 3.2 million rupees. 


With regard to the development certificates, those projects to be launched 

ire: (a) production of bagasse cubes to be used by sugar processing plants 

in place of heavy oil. The industry will be located near the Saint-Antoine 

sugarworks. The project will cost 6.2 million rupees and employ 18 people; 

(b) manufacture of clocks and various metal and plastic products. The in- 
tments will amount to 662,000 rupees. The plant, which will be built in 
rt Louis, will employ 11 people; (c) establishment of a mechanized bakery at 

Mont Lubin, Rodrigues. This project, with an estimated cost of 1.2 million 
pees, will provide jobs for 9 people. 


The certificates for the free service zone are for: (a) the recruitment of 


Mauritian workers for work overseas and the provision of the services ot 
Mauritian engineers and architects to countries in Africa and the Middle 
East. The company will employ 16 people. Cost of the project is estimated 
it 1 million rupees; (b) the export of textiles and artisanal products to 
the United Kingdom, France and West Germany. The investment will be on the 


irder of 186,000 rupees. The company will employ five people. 
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MAURITIUS 


LALIT PARTY SELECTS CANDIDATES 
Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 7 Jul 83 pp l, 7 


[Text] The ethnic affiliations of che 15 candidates of the 
Lalit ["Struggle"] Party running in “he 21 August general 
elections were disclosed yesterday morning at a press 
conference. The decision was made by drawing lots. 


Mr Ram Seegobin of Lalit told the press that his party's candidates took into 
account that they had never chosen their own ethnic affiliation, which is 
indeed a matter of chance. Because of this very fortiutousness, he added, 
they decided to resort to the drawing of lots to determine their affiliation 
to one or the other ethnic community. 


Mr Seegobin said that Lalit does not expect to participate in the allocation 
of seats of "corrective" deputies. 


He aaded that he has had discussions with the electoral commission. It 
emerged from those discussions that if the candidates do not specify their 
ethnic affiliation, their "Nomination Paper" (statement of candidacy) will 
simply be rejected. He said that in case of objection to the candidate's 
leclaration of ethnic affiliation, it will be up to the Supreme Court to 
letermine to which community he belongs. 


Mr Seegobin is of the opinion that today his party is the only one opposing 
the rising tide of ethnic sectarianism in Mauritius. He also raised his voice 
igainst the Balkanization of religious communities. 


During its press conference yesterday, Lalit also presented its 15 candidates, 
who will be running in the 21 August elections. These candidates are: 


No. 4: P.L. [Port Louis] North/Mt. Longue: Mimose Therese, George Legallant, 
Ashok Jossery. 

No. 9: Flacq-Bon Accueil: Christian Ah-Fook, Ram Seegobin, Rada Kistnasamy. 
No. 13: Souillac-Riviere des Anguilles: Vijay Ram, Laval Veerasamy, Sylvio 


Valarien. 
14: Savane-Riviere Noire: Amyot Perrine, Liliane Simonet, Lindsey Collen. 
No. 16: Vacoas-Floreal: Rex Stephen, Mario Raphael Jean, Ashok Subron. 
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SENEGAL 


DLOUF REPORTEDLY TO INTENSIFY AUSTERITY POLICY 
Paris LE MONDE in French 20 Jul 83 p 3 
[Article by Pierre Biarnés ] 


[Text] “The government will take no more vacations this year." Announced as a head- 
line in the national daily LE SOLEIL, this news could be the launching shot of a 
campaign designed to prepare public opinion for a stiffening of the austerity policy 
in effect since 1980. 


As a matter of fact, a recent and, in principle, confidential memorandum of the World 
Bank was published in the leading opposition newspaper, TAKUSAAN, close to Attorney 
Abdoulaye Wade's Senegalese Democratic Party. It noted: "Aware that the deteriora- 
tion of Senegal's financial situation was due to a too rapid increase of the State's 
recurrent expenditures, especially the wage bill and the subventions, the authorities 
have decided,” although the causes of this structural deficit can only be given a 
middle-term solution, "to curb the growth of civil service personnel and decrease 
both the deficit of the price equalization and stabilization fund (which allows among 
other things the sale of mass consumers’ goods at their actual price) and the subven- 
tions to public enterprises." Once this is done, it will be possible to work out a 
“new installment plan for the debt service with the members of the Paris and London 
Clubs," while the World Bank and IMF will grant "a budgetary aid of at least 20 bil- 
lion CFA francs" in addition to their previous aid. 


This means in plain language that, in exchange for a rescheduling of Senegal's 
foreign credits, a substantial slowdown in the hiring of civil servants and of 
employees in several large companies will be announced in the near future. At the 
same time, there will be measures enacted to raise the prices of a few basic commod- 
ities and goods while the credit policy will be made more restrictive and selective. 
Wages and salaries which have already badly lagged behind the cost of living for 
several years, will probably also be frozen within a few months, except for the 
Lowest ones. 


The electoral campaign at the beginning of the year was obviously not the proper time 
to announce such hard truths. Later, most of the chief of state's time was taken up 
by the formation of the new government. He then focused his attention on a few 
important African problems, such as Western Sahara and Libyan activities in Chad, as 
the OAU meeting drew near. It is a well known fact that he played a primary role 

in that meeting. 
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Certain Solitude 


ie administrative problems now come to light in all their severity and the public 
may have difficulties grasping their seriousness. Were not officials professing a 
‘hort while ago the good standing of the fishing, phosphates and tourist industries? 
record cotton harvest (over 50,000 tons in seeds as of the last crop year)? And 
clearly higher peanut production (over 1,000,000 tons in harvested seeds in 
(952-1983, nearly 900,000 tons of which were marketed)? To be sure, no one was 
mentioning the relatively high purchase price offered the growers as compared to 
considerably lower world prices--which forced the state to disburse over 15 billion 
“A tranes last year to make up the difference. During the last crop year, cereals 


were the only crop with a decrease in production (millet and sorghum in particular 
ropped to 555,223 tons as compared to 736,412 tons in 1981-1982); but a rapid recov- 
ery of this situation was expected due to the recently approved increased purchase 


price oftered the peasants for these products: From 50 to 55 CFA francs per kilo- 
for millet and sorghum; from 47 to 50 francs for corn; and from 51.50 to 60 
+» incs ror rice. 


sure, the ‘summer slump" should limit the risks of social unrest resulting from 
‘tronger austerity policy. The many serious "wild" strikes of these past few 
months, however, call for caution as they often occurred without the endorsement of 
tticially recognized trade unions such as the National Confederation of Senegal- 
sorkers, the largest workers’ union which is very close to the authorities, as 
the recently noted "grumbling," again for essentially economic reasons, within 
ranks of several state agencies such as Customs and even the police. 


are even hints that the decision has been made to reactivate aggressively the 
\imed at fighting corruption and "illicit enrichment" which, it seems, had 
ewhat been dormant over the past few months. Despite his brillant electoral 
last February, President Diouf and his immediate entourage may feel 


ie | VWaseaedvr GS 


its formation when the national congress convened for that purpose last 
r, feel nevertheless "dejected" as almost all of them were removed from 

of power to be relegated to more or less honorary positions owing to the 
ng of early April. The whole party feels more or less discharged. 


torical leaders of the Socialist Party who were left to head the government 


ings are hardly better for the opposition which is still divided and has not yet 
lly recovered from its electoral defeat of the first quarter. This can be corrob- 
yrated by Babcar Niang's noisy departure from the Democratic National Rally of Sheik 
iop whose most trusty second he was. He was followed in his dissent by many 
ighly qualified cadres and militants. Finally, although weakened, Attorney 
enegalese Democratic Party (PDS) is the only one holding on. Wade is 
ng to the authorities a "round table" without veto which should lead to 


1red responsibilities. 


tween these two antagonistic groups, there is a range of political factions of 
leanings which gather many personalities who, as a rule, upheld Diouf's 
lidacy but who 4re awaiting further developments for the time being. 











SENEGAL 


DIRECTING CIRCLES LIKELY TO SEEK FEDERAL SENEGAMBIA 
Paris LE MONDE in French 8 Jul 83 p 3 


[Article by Pierre Barnes: "Beyond the Present Confederation: Dakar Is More 
and More Envisaging a Federal or Unitary Senegambia"] 


[Text] Dakar--While during the last years of his presidency, Mr Senghor was 
concerned above all about the dangers that he felt the Saharan conflict 
represented for the black peoples of both banks of the Senegal river, his 
successor is worried more about problems facing the southern part of the 
country. In that vast area, where tribes, allied or rivals, are mingled 
irrespective of frontiers, the persistent autonomism of the Casamance people, 
the deterioration in the state of Gambia, and the dangers of destabilization 
of Guinea-Bissau are more and more occupying President Diouf's attention. 


In Casamance, after having stopped short the autonomy demonstrations on 26 
December at Ziguinchor, the Senegalese leaders succeeded in breaking up the 
Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance with a rather well-conducted 

police operation--an operation that was not really condemned by the opposi- 
tion, which is as unitary as the socialist party in power. The man always 
regarded as the main leader of the independentists, Father Augustin Diamakoune 
Senghor, is still in prison, where he was joined recently by nine of his 
supporters. Out of 63 people arrested following the December incidents, 48 
have already been realeased, and it is possible that the matter will be 

closed without any trial. 


President Diouf took advantage of the major cabinet reshuffle at the 
beginning of April, following the general election at the end of February, 

to get rid of several government figures who were Casamance by "adoption," 
and bring in or promote individuals actually from that area: Robert Sagna, 
Moussa Daffe, Landing Sane, and Bokar Diallo. They appear to have been given 
the mission to progressively assume control of the governing party's regional 
yrganizations. 


The basic ethnic, cultural and economic problems created by excessive 
lemographic pressure by people from the center and north of the country into 
this region, with its particular population and traditions, still remain, and 
it will take a long time to solve them. The geographical separation and 

great difficulty in communication with the rest of Senegal strongly contribute 
to the secessionist temptation. 
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Crisis in Gambia 


fhe absurd Gambian enclave, inherited from colonial history, in effect still 
cuts Senegal almost completely in half. In this little state, the situation 
nas turther deteriorated during the past few months. President Diawara, while 
continuing to hang onto power, sustained by the Senegalese military inter- 


vention of July 1981 then by the election of doubtful regularity in the 
spring of 1982 (his main opponent, Cherif Dibba, later released, was in 
prison at the time), sees his authority dwindling from one day to the next. 


His poor health obliges him to spend long periods in the United Kingdom, and 
ne is more and more dominated by a corrupt and divided entourage, which 
causes him to govern in a rather chaotic way. Questionable arrests, such as 
that of the former brilliant secretary general of foreign affairs, Ibou Tall, 
alternate with dismissals for reasons that are not very clear, for example, 
the dismissal a few months ago of the minister of interior, Commissioner 
Mboup. Also, we have witnessed some spectacular resignations, such as that 
recently of the president of the National Assembly, Alioune Diack. Tribal 
rivalries, particularly between the Wolof and the Mandingo, have clearly 
worsened. Abroad, in neighboring countries but also in London and Stockholm, 
where there have been numerous Gambian workers for a number of years, and 
where Kukoi Saniang, the perpetrator of the July 1981 attempted coup, took 
retuge via Bissau and Havana, the toughest opposition is assembling, vigor- 
usly condemning the continued Senegalese military and police presence, among 
| population that because of the economic problems could be tempted by new 
idventures. 


‘uinea-Bissau in Bankruptcy 


Sinally, in Guinea-Bissau, which could rapidly become--if it has not started 
io so already--the "sanctuary" for all Casamance and Gambian opposition 


people, the economic and financial situation has become dramatic. The capi- 
tal, Bissau, now hardly receives any supplies from the rural population in 


the interior, who Live on a self-subsistence basis, while on the other hand, 
imports have almost ceased because of lack of foreign exchange. The head of 
cate, Gen Joao Bernardi "Nino" Vieira, remains popular, but gives the impres- 


increasingly mistrusting his army, while the governing party, the 
‘AIGG, is still under the control of his main ideological opponents, strongly 
orted by several hundred Soviet, Cuban, and East German technical advisers. 
deputy minister of the armed forces, Col lIafai Camara, as commander of 
the tanks and the main organizer of the 14 November 1980 coup d'etat that 
verthrew Luiz Cabral, is regarded as the country's future strongman. 


There appears to be a growing temptatio in Senegalese ruling circles to 

rten as much as possible the current confederal phase of Senegambian 
ovelopment and to push on rapidly to the creation of a federal, or even 
initary, Senegambia. 


-e in Dakar are certainly making a fairly good judgment of the difficulties 
the project: the financial cost of integrating the Gambian civil servants, 
who are currently paid less than their Senegalese counterparts; the opposi- ' 
of all those who have thus far been profiting, both businessmen and 


67 





corrupt government officials, from smuggling, and these are not only Gambians 
but often also Senegalese; and the reluctance of some British elements, both 
in Banjul and London, who are nostalgic about the empire. 


Senegal's trumps in this affair, aside from its military presence on the 
spot, are not insignificant and they should enable it to win out, as long as 
it shows sufficient resolve. In view of the depreciation of the Gambian 
currency, the dalasi, the CFA franc is de facto becoming more and more valued 
as a currency of usage in the former British colony. Dakar also enjoys good 
will on the part of Gambian high political figures, in particular the current 
vice president, Bakary Darbo, who is perfectly bilingual; the leader of the 
legal opposition, Sheriff Dibba; and the ministers of finance, Sheriff 
Ceesay, and justice, Fafa M'Bye. Also, it is likely that London, having much 
appreciated Senegal's help during the Falklands war (facilities provided at 
Dakar-Yoff airport), would not seriously oppose the step. Finally, it also 
eems unlikely that the rest of Africa, where Mr Diouf is beginning to be 
senuinely popular, would raise much of a protest. 
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PRESIDENT RENE VOICES OPTIMISM ON ECONOMY 


Victoria NATION in English 20 Jul 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] 


ANYONE who thinks that 
Seychelles’ economic  diffi- 
culties will deflect the country 
from its chosen path is very 
mistaken, President Albert 
Rene said yesterday as he 
assured SPPF branch com- 
mittees that the new economic 
measures would put the eco- 
nomy back on its feet again. 


Mr. René, who is also the 
President of the Seychelles 
People’s Progressive Front 
and Minister for Finance and 
Industry, was speaking at a 
Maison du Peuple meeting 
yesterday morning between 
the Front’s Central Executive 
Committee and 23. branch 
committees. 


The gathering, in which Cen- 

tral Committee and branch 
Officials later expressed their 
Own opinions and suggestions, 
was a follow-up to the series of 
seminars that was held in 
March to analyse the re- 
organisation of the party’s 
district base. 


Constant dialogue 


Mr. René called then for a 
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constant dialogue between the 
different organs of the SPPF 
and between the Party and the 
Government, to ensure a 
smooth flow of accurate 
information on the wishes of 
the people, how these were 
being represented and im- 


plemented, and, as_ in 
yesterdays meeting, the 
problems being encountered. 

Speaking as Finance 
Minister, Mr. René said that 
though the new economic 


measures were imposed “to 
help the country stay in good 
health,” they had _ been 
distorted for use as a pro- 
paganda weapon by Sey- 
chelles’ critics. 


“Two weeks 2», when we 
decided to extend the turnover 
tax to all businesses, causing 
prices to go up five per cent, 
and to make other necessary 
changes, vou would have 
thought that all hell had been 
let loose.” Mr. Reneé said. 


Yet, over the past six years, 
the salaries of most people had 
just about doubled, if not 
tripled and even quadrupled 
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and the salaries of the lower 
paid increased when in most 
other countries prices had shot 
up. 


The nation’s interest 


“But today, when, in the 
interest of our nation, in the 
interest of our children and in 
the interest of our country’s 
economy, we find it necessary 
to increase prices by five per 
cent, by five cents in every 
rupee, by R5 in cvery R100, 
we are blained fo: and accused 
of all sorts of things — of being 
lars, cheats and thieves.” 


Expanding on the issue of 
increased prices through the 
turnover tax, Mr. René said 
that some shopkeepers were 
using this to overcharge cus- 
tomers while hoisting the 
blame on the Government. 


Even worse, Mr. René said, 
some so-called SPPF or 
government supporters had, 
over the past weeks, appa- 
rently forgotten the gains of 


the past six years and joined 
the country’s enemies in 
criticising the measures, 
without giving a thought to 
why they were needed or what 
they were intended to do. 


“But the struggle goes on.” 
Mr. René added. ‘Those who 
think we will be discouraged 
are mistaken. The economic 
measures we have taken will 
allow us to overcome our 
difficulties and __ provide 
employment for those now out 
of work. 


“Between now and next 
year, our economic situation 
will return to normal and we 
will be able to coritinue 
marching forward.” 


Price inspectors 


In the general discussion 
that followed, the Central 
Comhittee and branch offi- 
cials were especially interested 
in the application of the 
turnover tax as this was 
reflected in the prices charged 
to the public as a whole. 


President Rene said that soon a team of inspectors would be sent out to re- 
tail shops and businesses to check selling prices, to ensure that the turn- 
over tax was not being used as an excuse to overcharge. Anyone caught cheat- 
ing the public would be dealt with severely and might even lose his licence. 


Mr. Rene also said that shopkeepers would be warned to include the five per 
cent increase in the prices displayed on goods and not add it to monthly cre- 
dit accounts or the total value of bulk purchases. 


The President explained that for best results there had to be a public feed- 
back. He called on people to report any cases where they genuinely thought 
they were being cheated to their branches and, if necessary, the price in- 
spectors would follow up. 
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Rounding up the discussion 
on the economs. Mr. Rene 
said, “If our economy has 
gone down to the extent that 
we have had to apply a brake 
and even take a step back- 
wards. much of tt is our own 
fault.” 


Everything into our 
work 


In general. he explained. 
people still did not realise that 
their own future. the security 
of their jobs and stabiiity of the 
economy lav in the imount of 
effort they put into their work 


Hostile or indifferent hotel 
Waltresses. tor oxample. 
discouraged tourists — trom 
coming, thus atfecting. 
through the hotel business. 
their own jobs. and. in turn. 


the economy 


If we want to advance 
economically and socially. we 
have to put evervthing we can 
Into our Work 











NYS REORGANIZED TO COPE WITH EXPANSION 


Victoria NATION in English 20 Jul 83 pp 1, 10 


[Text ] 


MAJOR administrative 
changes were announced in the 
National Youth Service 
yesterday by the Chairman of 
the NYS Board, President 
Albert René, so as to better 
manage a unique educational 
establishment now three times 
larger than when it started just 
two-and-a-half years ago. 


Speaking to Seychelles 
People’s Progressive Front 
officials at yesterday 


morning's Maison du Peuple 
meeting that also discussed 
economic issues, Mr. Reneé 
also announced that Mrs. 
Florence Benstrong, the NYS 
Co-ordinator who presided 
over the Service’s phenomenal 
growth in this short penod, 
had decided to retire at this 
point after the strain of caring 
for so many children had 
affected her health. 


New director 


As from yesterday, the NYS 
is headed by Mr. Raiph Adam 
in the new post of Director of 
the NYS. It was decided, Mr. 
René said, that with the NYS 
population 


reaching some 


3,000 students in four villages 
next year—five per cent of the 
country’s population—the 
heaa of the Service should be 
someone with contacts with 
the nation’s youth at the SPPF 
Central Executive Committee 
level. 


Mr. Adam will be res- 
ponsible for the overall 
administrat.on and deve- 
lopment of the NYS. He will 
also remain as the Principal 
Secretary for Youth and 
Defence. 


In another new post, 
Brother David Deniscourt of 
the Seychelles Polytechnic has 
been appointed Deputy Di- 
rector responsible for the day- 
to-day running of the NYS. 


Mr. Bernard Shamlaye, the 
former Assistant Co-ordinator 
responsible for education, is 
now the Director at that level. 


Miss Rhonda Gendron is 
the Principal Administrator 
responsible for financing. 
accounts and other services 
needed to run the NYS. 
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The Village Co-ordina- 
tors—Mr. Olsen Vidot for 
Port Launay, Miss Noella 
Anthat for Cap Ternay and 
Mr. Eddie Belle for Ste. 
Anne, remain the same. 


Physical changes 


Because of the re-organisa- 
tion, and the decision to make 
each NYS village autonomous 
under the general, adminis- 
trative guidance of a central 
office headed by Mr. Adam, 
certain physical changes will 
also have to be done. 


So, in a week’s time the 
students of all three villages at 
Port Launay, Cap Ternay and 
Ste. Anne will be sent home 
for two weeks, to allow the re- 
organisation to be properly 
carried out. 


When the students return, 
Mr. René said, another very 
important change would take 
place in the NYS’ relations 
with the rest of society, 
especially in their districts. 


Re-integration 


The idea, the President said, 
was to get the NYS students to 
leave their villages now and 
then to take part in general 
youth, community develop- 
ment and self-help activities in 
their home districts. Special 
contacts would also be pro- 
moted between the students 
and their branch  offictals 
responsible tor youth and with 
the future Youth League 


The aim of all this was to 
Start re-integrating the 
students into the rest of society 
during their actual service. 


Mr. René stressed that in his 
view the NYS was already a 
success and that never before 
in Seychelles had so many 
students from all walks of life 
been given the same oppor- 
tunity to study up to and 
bevond the O-level standard 
of the service. 


He noted that the vast 
majority of the Seychelles 
Polvtechnic’s 900-odd © stu- 
dents came from the over 700 
graduates who finished the 
NYS' first two vears of service 
last vear. 


Those who did not succeed 
in their advanced studies at the 
Polvtechnic would join the rest 
of the nation’s workers in 
Struggling to develop. their 
country, Mr. René said. 


Complete confidence 


“I have complete  con- 
fidence in the young people 
who have come out of the NYS 
and I believe that the future 
will prove that I have reason to 
be confident.’ the President 
said. 


This did not mean. of 
course, that everything the 
NYS had done so far was 
perfect. But as the Service was 
unique. both in Seychelles and 
in the world, the country could 
learn) only from.) its own 
experiences as the NYS was 
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put Into practice and 
dev eloped. 


“Tam persuaded,” Mr. 
Reneé said, “that in the first 
two years cf the NYS, it has 
produced boys and girls who, 
ina few vears, will be a group 
of young men and women who 
will Know what they are doing. 


“This to me ts a success.” 
Misconceptions 


During the discussion that 
tollowed. Mr. Reneé also had a 
tew words tor the NYS stu- 
dents and their parents, saying 
that there were a number of 
misconceptions to be cleared 


up 


The President warned that 
the NYS was not obliged to 
Keep anv student for the whole 
two Vears’ Service irrespective 
of his or her conduct. A 
student was allowed to attend 
the service only on condition 
that he or she adhered to a 
strict code of discipline aimed 


it allowing all the students to 


develop their skills to the tull 
ina harmonious and brotherly 
atmosphere. Anyone who dis- 
rupted that atmosphere and 
set a bad example to fellow 
students would be asked to 


leay Se 


The other misconceptions 
that both parents and students 
had was that no matter how 
much or how iittle effort they 
put into their two vears of 
service. the government was 
obliged to guarantee them 
either a place at the Sevchelles 
Polvtechnic or a job. after- 


wards. 


Mr. Rene stressed that no 
students would be auto- 
matically given a place at’the 
Polvtechnic or a job just 
because he or she came from 
the NYS 

Places at the Polytechnic 
would be awarded only to 
deserving students on merit 
ind based on their intellectual 
capabilities and their per- 
formances over two. vears 


service 
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VISiT OF HIGH-LEVEL OCEAN-MINING MISSION REPORTED 
Nodules Exploration 


Victoria NATION in English 26 Jul 83 p 1 


— A HIGH-LEVEL ocean delegation held talks with 
mining mission from Planning and External Rela- 

India, yesterday paid a tions Minister Maxime Ferran 

: Nn on Pre- and in the afternoon the ocean 

courtesy — © : mining experts were guests at a 

sident Albert Rene at meeting at National House, of 


State House. the National Environment 


” | Commission. 
The four-man delegation, 


led by Dr. Syad Qasim of the This morning the delegation 
Department of Ocean Deve- is visiting Port Victoria for 
lopment, in New Delhi, discussions on facilities 
arrived in the Republic last available there for research in 
weekend to start talks on polymetallic nodules. 
feasibility studies for the More talks on research pro- 
exploration of polymetallic jects are programmed for 
nodules in the ocean around Wednesday when the dele- 
the Seychelles gation visits the Pointe Larue 
Research and Development 


Yesterday morning _ the 
' Unit SAP 


Feasibility Studies Start 


ria NATION in English 29 Jul 83 pp 1, 1 


(Text | SEYCHELLES and India are mining delegation invited by 
drawing up plans to col- the Seychellois Government 
laborate in extensive surveys of has already started teasibility 
our waters for the ex- Studies to carry out prelimina 
ploration of = polymetallic ry surveys which the mission's 
nodules. head, Dr. Syad Qasim said 


could begin n less that i Veal 


lhe four-man [Indian Ocean 








‘(FREAT INTEREST 

Dr. Qasim who works at the 
Department of Ocean Deve- 
lopment in New Delhi, said in 
4 Radio Television Seychelles 
(RTS) interview that Sey- 
chelles had a great interest in 
the resources of the sea 
because of the country’s vast 
expanse of Exclusive Econo 
mic Zone (EEZ). The first 
step towards the exploration 
of the polymetallic modules, 
Ur. Oasiini satu, would be to 
develop Seychelles’ mecha- 
nism strategy which, could 
then lead to the survey of the 
most promising areas of the 


cCean 


Dr Qasim added that 
Sevchelles technicians would 
have the chance to visit India 
to inspect the technology and 


expertise available there 


[he co-operation _ pro- 
ramme being worked out for 
vmetallic nodule  explo- 
ition, also includes training 
schemes for Seychellois tech 
licians Who would take part in 


Both iby Qasim = and 
Sevchelles Petroleum Eng) 
Nir Cseorge Pillay have 
‘xpressed satisfaction with the 
f the co-operation 
Ihe Indian delegation met 
President Albert Reneé, Plan- 
ng and External Relations 
Minister Dr. Maxime Ferrari. 
Port Victoria authorities and 








representatives of the Re- 
search and Development 
Unit, during tts five-day visit 
The Indian scientists — left 
Seychelles last night. 


IMPORTANT MINERALS 


There is great interest 
among the sea-borne nations 
ot the world in prospecting for 
polymetallic nodules because 
these potato-shaped lumps of 
varying sizes, which are found 
at the bottom of the oceans, 
contain important minerals. 


They mostly contain 
magnesium but there are also 
traces of copper, nickel, cobalt 
and various rare metals some 
of which are becoming rare on 
land. Presently their explot- 
tation is hampered by high 
costs and expensive tech- 
nologies, Sut experts in that 
field believe that by the 1990's, 
the rarities of some of the 
metals would make it worth 
mining these nodules. 


Indian scientists carned out 
their first polymetallic survey 
in 1980 on a three-year cruise 
which rewarded them with 
their first collection of the 
metal-bearing nodules 


Their survey brought them 
up to 500 miles from Sey 
chelles. This vear, Dr. Qasim 
announced, three vessels have 
been charting international 
waters and have discovered 


promising areas in the Central 


Indian Ocean 
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MAJOR POLITICAL, ECONOMIC LSSUES DISCUSSED IN PARLIAMENT 
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LEX | AS THE Parliamentary debate on the 
presidential address delivered by the acting 
president, Mr. S. 1. Koroma wound-up last 
week back benchers were very vocal about 
what one MP termed “the burning con- 
cerns of the masses’. These included the 
method of nce distribution and the scare ot 
imminent shortage of the staple food, the 
closure of the six diplomatic missions, poor 
returns from the agricultural sector in spite 
of government s policy incentives, the poor 
Output of the nation’s broadcasting net- 
work, the atrocities in the Pujehun district, 
the allocation of low cost housing, the 
escalating inflation rate, diamond smug- 
giing, misappropnation of government 
‘unds, inadequate public transport and the 
bringing back of the railway 

The member for Moyamba South consti- 
tuency, Mr Alusine Deen descnbed the 
reclassification of Sierra Leone as a least 
leveloped country as “not good enough’ 
and appeaied to government to ensure that 
any aid received to assist the nation in its 
recovery will be properly utilised for the 
entire country, rather than for individual 
pockets. He said he had expected the 
address to be much more detailed as it 
oncerned government's programme for 
tne whole year. He weicomed the closure 

the six missions, but observed that it was 
ot m the best interest of the nation 


ose embassies in countnes from whic 
Sierra Leone has been denving a lot of aid 


) preference t untnes with which it has 
. ng > c? ica) nes 
While weicoming the proposed bill for 
improvement of conditions of service 
udges of the supenor courts, Mr. Deen 
allied for a revew of salanes and wages of 


the entire civil service since the two-tier 
‘m had senously affected the overa 
yf . 
* 
mode c M ‘ 
Ganga ed x 
g ernme " aed a 4 ec 
fT : f ulisec. it xpressec 


appreciation to government for the in- 
crease in producer prices paid to farmers 
but noted that government’s incentive poll- 
cy did not seem to be producing the desired 
effect. He recommended an action- 
onented policy including better and exten- 
sive credit facilities which would induce 
farmers to cultivate larger farms, particu- 
larly of rice, the nation’s staple food 

Mr. Bangali observed that pnomty was 
not being given to kimberiite cuning even 
though the kimberiite deposits were slow! 
being exhausted. He pointed out that 
ratification of the agreenrent on kimberlite 
mining would pave the way for earning 
more foreign exchange from the diamond 
industry, and urged government to expe- 
dite its conclusion. He commended the 
measures being taken to combat smug 
gling, which he described as ‘deep-rooted 
and of business advantage’. and suggested 
the formation of a partnership with the 
diamond exporters to buy. store and se! 
diamonds, so that in times of foreign 
exchange problems, the diamonds so 
stored would serve as coilaterai to attract 
foreign financiers. The former Financia 
Secretary expressed the hope that the 
two-tier system was a temporary stop-gap 


measure Gesignec to give government time 


to put its house ir rder while ai: those 
earning foreign exchange complied with 
the surrender odie 
The Paramount Chief member for A 
distnct. Songu Mbriwah expressed dissatis 
faction ove the performances ; the 
SLRS wnicn statior ne said. Nas not dee 
earg . arts ; the pr v1 es ‘ 
ast six months. He appeaied R r 
men r f nancia issista 
ograde this department. He als m 
plained about the country’s poor teleph 
i DOSta r in es ity 
\4 
y rT 
K " NF is ¢ ¢ 
fue - aD ~ i> rs es a A 





up Dv several other MPs who condemned 
the violence and atrocities following the 
ast general elections in Pujehun and 
K.oinadugu distncts 
lne member of parliament for Pujehun 
East constituency, Mr. Solomon Demby, 
n his contnbution explained that the peo- 
pic of his constituency have been victims of 
planned and orchestrated violence by peo- 
ple in high places, and spoke of mass 
lestruction of life and property. He told 
the House that the six people killed in 
Maiema dunng ihe disturbances were 
buried in the presence of the two cabinet 
ministers who visited the area to find out 
was happening. Sevei policemen, he 
vent on, were also shot and wounded. Mr 
Uemby said that his constituency was being 
threatened by destabilisation by some peo- 
pie who were charged with responsibility to 
govern the nation. He appealed to govern- 
ment to help prevent this unwanton des- 
ruction in the name of politics 
[In his contribution, the MP for Kono 
rth-west Mr. Dominic Musa com- 
ded government for taking positive 
steps to provide housing for S00 families, 
Dut observed that the majonty of tenants in 
the existing low cost houses do not belong 
workers in the low income bracket 
Many of these houses are occupied by 
wning Mercedes Benz cars. colour 
n sets, video, etc, he observed. On 
nining, the MP recalled the closure of the 
uerra Leone Libena border recently, dur- 
g which time hundreds of diamond dea!- 
‘locked to the Government Buying 
tfice in Kono to sell their diamonds as 
suld not get across the border. He 
the protection of the diamond 
ind for tighter control in the 
irketing of diamonds from which the 
Dtains its main source of foreign 
xchange. He suggested that a clause 


Se included tn the proposed kim- 


eriite mining agreement which would 

ne interest of the people in the 
irea’ Mr Musa wondered whether the 
| ter of Finance was not tn a position to 


Jetend the two-tier system since prices 
ne up ‘en fold since its introduction 
WX MONTNS ago 

The MP expressed concera over the way 


ne Ministry of ©.nance handled the mis- 
ippropnation of funds at the Paramedica! 
sch n Bo. He said the “culpnts” were 
n iskec ‘o refund what thev had 
ind were returnec their positions 
with no punitive action taken against them 
mparing this issue t V ouchergate 
Mr Musa served that those wh ire 
en ant . spe ted . ne nvolved 
nergate Nave Yeen interdicted ang 


have had to face Commissions of Inquiry 
At this juncture, the Minister of State for 
expenditure in the Ministry of Finance, Mr 
S. E. Gbormor explained that the Ministry 
of Finance has adopted a policy aimed at 
recovering from public officers all momies 
misappropnated by them. He said that the 
ministry cannot take further action against 
such people since they were not staff 
members of the ministry 

A nominated MP, Mr. A. D. Wurie 
suggested that government should serious- 
ly consider bringing back the railway which 
was phased out in 1967. He deplored the 
poor conditions of the roads and inade- 
quate transportation and opined that the 
railway would help to con,bat the escalat- 
ing fuel crisis and the expensive costs of 
maintaining the roads. He urged govern- 
ment to encourage and support farming 
and to find other ways and means of 
encouraging people to return to the farm 

Meanwhile Minister of Finance. Mr 
Salia Jusu-Sherff. in an hour-long address. 
attempted to clanfy the true position of the 
country’s finances which were the object 
of severe criticism during the debate. He 
observed that most members, in their 
contnbution, had created the impression 
that if the Ministry of Finance had been 
willing to release funds, a lot would have 
been achieved. He explained that it was 
not a question of willingness on the part of 
his ministry, but one of availability of 
funds. “‘The Ministry of Finance would be 
too willing to provide funds for the vanous 
sectoral ministenes if only they were avail- 
able,”’ he said. Mr. Jusu-Shernff reminded 
the House that his ministry did not manu- 
facture foreign exchange and “cannot give 
what it didn't have”. When people talk of 
development, he went on, they must real- 
ise that the cos’ major components 1s 
foreign, as St cent of what we use Is 
imported. The tendency these days, he 
said, is to lav the blame for the impediment 
of uevelopment on the doorstep of the 
Ministry of Finance, “which does not 
manufacture the US dollar. nor the Bntish 
pound. nor the German mark, nor the 
French franc, nor the Japanese yen, and 
the leone is not lega! tender in any of these 
countnes 

Turning to some of th. reasons for “lack 
of funds” im the country, Mr. Jusu-Shenff 
cited the evidences given at the vanous 
Commissions of Inquiry, and added that 
miluons of leones meant for development 
have been finding their way into prvate 
pockets. “If the lot to rehabilitate the 
economy had fallen on me, the ieast | 


expect from everyone is co-operation and 


understanding. he said 

















The minister, in a no-nonsense attitude, 
told his colleagues that his ministry was 
determined to keep within the limits of the 
budget which parliament had approved by 
law. He said that the revenue which 
government had anticipated had not 
materialised due to the fall in tonnage at 
the ports 

Replying to criticisms from some MPs 
that the two-tier system was responsible for 
the cut-throat prices of imported goods, 
Mr. Jusu-Sheriff said that the current 
prices reflected the black market rate of 
exchange which 1s still hovering around 
Le3.20 to the dollar, rather than the 
commercial market rate which is around 
Le2.S0 cents to the dollar He said that 
there was no justification for these run- 
away prices, particularly since most food 
items carned no custom duty. He called on 
the Price Control Board and the Inspecto- 
rate branch of the Mimistry of Trade and 
Industry to redouble their efforts to stabil- 
ise prices 

Reminding the House that the country's 
economic problems cannot be solved by 
the IMF and other international donors, 
the finance minister said: “We have to 
make the effort to produce more food, 
particularly rice. No amount of complain- 
ing would do We just have to go back to 
the land and produce. As Minister of 
Finance, | am not going to finance reality 
and naked truth at the altar of political 
popularity. It is essential for people to 
understand that sacrifices have to be made 
Evervone has got to tighten his belt.” He 
hinted that government was considering 
increasing the price of petroi as it cannot 
continue to subsidise its price by nearly 50 


per cent particularily when the public does 
not benefit from the subsidy. ‘The official 
price 1s Le3.40 but some dealers sell at up 
to Lel0 per gallon. Our petro! is also being 
smuggied to neighbournng countnes where 
the selling price 1s double ours.” 

In a bnef mention of some of his 
ministry'a achievement over the past year. 
Mr. Jusu-Sheriff said that his ministry has 
to some extent succeeded in arresting the 
dwindling returns from diamond exports, 
which had characterised the operations of 
this industry over the last three vears. He 
gave export figures of diamonds as $78m 
in 1979; $73m. in 1980; $29m. in 1981; and 
$18m. in 1982. He said by the time he took 
over the Ministry of Finance in May last 
year, the Government Buying Office in 
Kenema had closed down since everyone 
had stopped taking his diamonds for sale to 
the Buying Office. Within the last six 
months, Mr, Jusu Sheriff disclosed, about 
Le40m. woth of diamonds had gone 
through the banking system. He admitted 
that about SO per cent of diamonds and a 
lot of gold were still being smuggled and 
wondered whether this was due to the fact 
that the bulk of the people dealing in these 
precious commodities are foreigners 

Another achievement, Mr. Jusu-Shenff 
said could be seen in the regularity with 
which salanes were now being paid. He 
reminded his colleagues that his rehabilita- 
ton programme was not just a one-year 
project. but one which was to spread over 
the years. He gave assurance that he was 
making every effort to find a solution to 
the country’s economic problems for the 
common good 











Two more newspapers have 
appeared in the press scene in 
Sierra Leone. making a total of 14 
newspapers, all of them based in 
Freetown 

They are the Weekend Spark 
ind The Mirror 

The Weekend Spark whose for- 
mat ts similar to the London Dail 
Mai! has a careful layout and good 
contents. Unlike the other inde- 
pencent newspapers, it carries 
photographs, cartoons and a varie- 
tv of type faces 

In its maiden edition of June 10, 
the paper said in its introductory 
remarks “Weekend Spark is not a 
ghost ownership of some ‘great 
men sitting in the dark smilingly 
somewhere, established and fi- 
nanced for political propaganda 
No. it 18 an honestly clean profes- 
sonal enterpnse to be maintained 
by vour weekly 20 cents purch- 
ases. It 1s vou, the public that will 
finance the Spark, while we assure 
vou of good standard and real 
news 

The editor is Roland Martyn 
who 1s also editor of the Freetown 
quarterly magazine. the Leonean 
Sun 


In its maiden edition, published 
une 6. with W. Bo Oyukutu 
Macauley as editor. the Mirror 
said “In Sierra Leone today, de- 
spite the proliteration of newspap- 
ers, there 1s also a collateral profu- 


sion Of 4 host of agunising ques- 
tions being asked day bv day Dv 
the public in the confusion of a 


worid-wice economic recession 


NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN FREETOWN 
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and deplorable living standards 

In other words. much ground 
still has to be covered to reach the 
people 

Meanwhile, the reputed We 
Yone, the bi-weekly newspaper of 
the rulling APC party is back «n 
the news stands after an absence 
of eight months. In a front-page 
article headlined: “Now we are 
back.” the paper said, “Like The 
Times of London — and more 
lately. The Financial Times — we 
at We Yone had to face complex 
problems over the past few 
months, resulting in a temporary 
cessation of publication. But now 
we are back.” 

The We Yone is believed to be 
the first newspaper to pay the 
Le2.000 registration fee required 
by the Newspaper Act 


@ The editor of the new weekly 
newspaper, the Weekend Spark. 
Mr. Roland Martyn. is reported to 
have been detained in Freetown 
No reasons have been given but 
sources in the Sierra Leone capita! 
said his detention may not be 
unconnected with a report in the 
Weekend Spark earlier this 
month about the conditions of the 
Sierra Leonean refugees at the 
Liberian borders. The report was 
also said to have carried several 
photographs thereby illustrating 
that there were. in fact. refugees 
at the borders contrary to the 
Sierra Leone Government s repe 
ated demals. Mr Roland Martvn 
iS also ecitor of the monthiy maga- 
zine. the Leonean Sun 
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REPORTAGE ON ECONOMIC, CULTURAL LINKS WITH CHINA 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3441, 25 Jul 83 pp 1712-1713 


[Article by Bernadette Cole] 


{Text | 


IN VARIOUS international fora, there 
has been considerable talk about economic 
and technical co-operation among develop- 
ing countries. One country which has 
practised such co-operation and shown 
positive and appreciable signs of assistance 
to less developed countries in their de- 
velopment efforts has been the People’s 
Republic of China 

Co-operation between Sierra Leone and 
China — both belong to the “Third 
World’, though China is far more adv- 
anced than Sierra Leone — started in 1971. 
Anagreein ~*t establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions between the two covntnes allowed 
for a total of 100m. Renmimbi Yuan, at 
that time about Le40m., to be spent on 
development projects in Sierra Leone. The 
loan was to be interest free, “without any 
conditions attached”. 

The first proyect undertaken by the 
Chinese was a nationwide survey of Sierra 
Leone's total land area for iron ore de- 
posits. This was followed by establishing 13 
nce and vegetable technical expernmental 
farms in the East, Southern and Northern 
provinces and in the western area. The 
idea was to teach Sierra Leonean farmers 
the techniques to grow increased rice yields 
in both swamp and upland cultivation, as 
well as increased yields of high quality 
vegetables 

In 1977/78 the Chinese handed over all 
13 farms to Sierra Leone's Ministry of 
Agncuiture. A few of these farms are 
reported to be still doing well, but most of 
them failed owing to bad management, 
poor administration and lack of spare parts 
for the Chinese tractors 

In !976, the Chinese government 
embarked on establishing the Maghass 


5] 


Sugar Factory project. Production had an 
onginal planned annual target of more 
than 6,000 tons. Last year (1981/82), the 
factory produced over 7,000 tons of fine 
white sugar from increased yields of sugar 
cane, and the indications are that there wil! 
be a further increase this year. Last year. a 
total net profit of Lel.2m. came from sales 
of sugar, with 80 tons of industrial alcohol 
from the by-products. 

This project represents the biggest agri- 
cultural project in the Tonkolili district and 
is a fine example of the much talked-about 
agro-based industries. The project is multi- 
faceted, and includes a pumping station for 
watering the plantation, and irrigation 
canals. Also tied to it is a housing scheme 
About 300 housing units are presently 
under construction on a land area of 13,000 
square metres for senior and middle level 
staff. 

Asked about the future of the Magbass” 
Sugar Factory project after the Chinese 
leave, bearing in mind the failure of some 
of the 13 experimental agricultural pro- 
jects, a Chinese official in the Economic 
Counsellor’s office of the Chinese Embassy 
in Freetown said: ‘According to the agree 
ment for this project, and all other projects 
for that matter, we are to train our Sierra 
Leonean counterparts to ensure continuil' 
of the projects when we have gone 

“In the case of the agricultural projects 
| don't know what went wrong. But | 
believe it had to do with shortage of spare 
parts and possible lapses in the administra- 
tion of the projects. The Magbass Sugar 
Factory project however has a verv sound 
base and verv industrious Sierra Leonean 
Staff both at semor and middle cadres 


The Chinese have also been tnvolved in 











building roads and bridges. Several teeder 
roads have been built in the hinterland. 
Two very impressive bridges in tHe North- 
ern province — the Mange and Kambia 
bridges were built between 1976 and 1977 
at a total cost of 11.Sm. Yuan, roughly 
Le’ra. These bridges serve as very impor- 
tant links on the Guinea/Sierra Leone 
road. and are a major development in the 
proposed Trans-Afmcan Highway 

The biggest and most impressive single 
project undertaken by the Chinese tn 
Sierra Leone so far has been the Siaka 
Stevens stadium at Brookfields in the west 
end of Freetown. The stadium, which has 
heen described as ‘‘a masterpiece’, was 
completed in 1978 with a seaung capacity 
of 30,000. The complex includes a swim- 
ming pool, a practice field, basketball, 
volleyball, badminton and tennis courts, a 
hoste! and dormitory for sportsmen, and 
‘onterence facilities 

The project was designed and built by 
the Chinese at a cost of 23m. Yuan, about 
Lelom., and has proved very popular. 

Sull in the development of infrastruc- 
‘ure, the Chinese recently completed a new 
office block for the Sierra Leone Police. 
The building replaces the old Police buiid- 
ing in mid-Freetown on Siaka Stevens 
Street and provides a total office space of 
nearly 2.500 square metres. A very im- 


pressive ten-storey office building which’ 


will house about 10 government ministries, 
including the offices of the two Vice 
Presidents is nearing completion at Main 
Motor Road. Brookfields. The building 
will have a total office space area of 20,000 
square metres, and facilites for confer- 
ences, canteen services and a parking lot 
tor about 100 cars 

The Chinese government ts also heiping 
Sierra Leone to develop electricity supplies 
1 the hinterland. A hydro-electric project 
is due to take off shortly at Dodo tn the 
Kenema district. When completed. the 
yroyect will have a capacity of 4,000 kilo- 
watts and will serve the whole of Kenema 
distnet and its environs. Eighty-four kilo- 
metres of high-tension transmission line 
will link Dodo Na Kenema 

Trade between the two countnes has 
been considerable since 1976. At least two 
trade exhibitions of Chinese goods have 
heen mounted in Freetown over the last 
eight years, and among Chinese products 
currently found in the local market are 
rice. tinned foods beverages, clothes. 
shoes, electrical equipment, arts, crafts 
and carvings, toys. and toilet soap. Sierra 
Leone, for its part, exports some of its 
agricultural produce to China 

Since. 1972. five medical teams from 
China fave served in Sierra Leone, work- 
ing m close co-operation with Sierra 
Leone's medical personne! The teams 
have been more or less confined to the 
Rotifunk hospital in the Moyamba district 
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and have engaged in virtually all fields of 
medicine. Their eve, maternity and acu- 
puncture services have proved extremely 
popular. 

Culture also torms a significant part of 
Sierra Leonean-Chinese relations. A cultu- 
ral agreement provides for, among other 
things, “the exchange of performing tours 
by groups of artists; the granting of scho- 
larships to each other's students according 
to needs and possibilities; the strengthen- 
ing of contacts and co-operation between 
sports Organisations of the two countries, 
and co-operation in the fields of press, 
radio, television and cinema.” 

Only recently, a seven-man table tennis 
team from China was in Freetown to play a 
series of demonstration matches and hold 
coaching sessions. 

According to a cultural exchange pro- 
gramme worked out between the two gov- 
ernments for 1983. Sierra Leone is to send 
a group of art teachers to China for six 
months to learn bamboo crafts. The 
National Dance troupe is also expected to 
tour China, while a three-man Sierra Leo- 
nean delegation of museum, library and 
archives officials will make a two-week 
visit to China to exchange ideas with their 
counterparts. 


There is also a very lively Sierra Leone- 
China Fnendship Society, which works to 
promote friei.dship among nationals of the 
two countries. At a higher level, President 
Siaka Stevens has visited China twice, in 
1973 and 1980. The highest Chinese official 
to have visited Sierra Leone, according to 
official records, has been the vice- 
chairman of the People’s Standing Com- 
mittee of the People’s Republic of China, 
Mr. Chi Peng Fei. 

Compared with other countnes, particu- 
larly some of those with whom Sierra 
Leone has had very long and close rela- 
tionships, what the Chinese have done in 
Sierra Leone in under ten years is remark- 
able. It is noticeable that the projects 
which they ' . ve undertaken touch the lives 
of the ordinary people and go a long way to 
help improve their general welfare, for 
example, the Siaka Stevens stadium is 
extremely popular and has given a new 
dimension and impetus to sports in Sierra 
Leone 

The cost of all the projects undertaken 
so far are very reasonable and, in spite of 
inflation, the price escalation of the pro- 
sects over ten vears has been minimal. The 
loans given by China to Sierra Leone are 
interest free and are payable after a grace 
period of about 20 vears. In the words of a 
senior Chinese official in Freetown, ‘‘If in 
1998 when Sierra Leone should start 
paving, we find out that she 1s not able to 
meet her payments, Our government may 
decide to defer payment or even waive 
some of them’ 
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BRIEFS 


MORE IRON ORE EXPORTED--Another shipment has been made by the recently reac- 
tivated Marampa Iron Ore Mines. According to the government information news 
bulletin, a total of 80,000 tons of iron ore concentrates valued at about two 
million, two hundred thousand Leones was recently shipped to Europe. An Ital- 
ian vessel, M. V. Suda, believed to be the largest ore carrier ever to have 
berthed at the Pepel loading port undertook the shipment. [London WEST AFRICA 
in English No 3441, 25 Jul 83 p 1733] 


AIR LINK WITH MOROCCO--Negotiations aimed at establishing direct airline con- 
nections between Casablanca and Freetown are now in their final stages, ac- 
cording to Morocco's ambassador to Sierra Leone, Mr. Khalil Haddaovi. Ina 
meeting with President Siaka Stevens at State House, the new ambassador said 
that changes between MOrocco and Sierra Leone would increase when the agree- 
ment is put into effect. [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3441, 25 Jul 83 

p 1733] 


REFUGEES RETURN HOME--The over 4,000 Sierra Leonean refugees who crossed into 
Liberia recently because of an alleged “bush-devil" invasion have begun re- 
turning home. According to Liberia's Immigration Commissioner, Edwin J. Taye, 
about 350 have already left for Sierra Leone. Mr. Tave said that although 
many of them have expressed their wishes to return, some are still hesitant 

in making an about-face because of their involvement in the fighting. [London 
WEST AFRICA in English No 3441, 25 Jul 83 p 1733] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


SEBE BROTHERS' DISPUTE EXAMINED 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 27 Jul 83 p 4 
[Article by Allister Sparks: "Bizarre Family Feud in Ciskei"] 


[Text] Bisho, Ciskei, July--"It's like a comic opera," the South African 
chief police commissioner, Gen Johan Coetzee, sighed when he arrived here 
last Thursday for an investigation of the bizarre events that could indeed 
prove to be the first attempted coup d'etat in one of South Africa's 
"independent" homelands. 


The central theme of this opera is apparently an attempt by Gen Charles Sebe, 
the ruthless head of the security service in Ciskei, to depose his brother, 
President for Life Lennox Sebe, and to take over the government. Last week 
the spectacle reached a high point when President Sebe broke off a visit to 
[srael and hurried home in order to have his brother Charles thrown in prison, 
under his own draconic security laws. Twelve others were arrested together 
with Charles. 


reason why Charles Sebe and another brother, Namba, would have turned 
sainst the president is unclear. At one time they had done all they could 
for him to come to power, and the Sebes as a family seemed to be prospering: 
large official residences, luxurious cars and salaries that represent a 
rrtune for blacks in South Africa. 


There is a rumor that the problems began when a family dispute got so out of 


hand that even the government became involved in it. The reverse side of 
nepotism was thus rewarded. 


[t is unclear how the revolt could have failed, because Charles had al] 


the homeland's military forces at his disposal: the air force, with its two 
iirplanes; the navy, without a ship; the army, numbering 4,500; and a large 
‘lice force. In addition, he is a ruthless and extremely efficient man who 


arned his trade in the service of the South African security police and of 
+ 


he Bureau of State Security (BOSS). 








| et up an extended Central Intelligence Service in Ciskei with sweeping 
i1uthority to arbitrarily arrest people. He used this organization for his 
rusade against people whom he regarded as communist infiltrators, such as 
rebels trom the African National Congress and labor union agitators. But 
nis definition applied to almost every black who did not submit passively to 
| ipartheid system. 


The cast of this comic opera is in every respect remarkable. Lennox, in his 
nid-50's, can pass for Porcine, in appearance as well as in the Orwellian 
ense. He wears three-piece suits that look as if they were purchased in the 
nard times before independence and accentuates his bulges. 

ished 


Charles looks lean, almost famished. That is because, as he himself says, he 
1 fitness fanatic, who jogs 20 km a day. He prefers to run in a nice 
iniform with a high SS cap and Tonton Macoute mirrored sunglasses, in which 

looks like a caricature of "the evil dictator." Namba, minister of 
rtation, is a stocky, bearded figure. He has the reputation of being 
ittle less cunning than his two brothers. 
her pertormer is the vice president, Reverend Xaba, who was a member of 
mmunist Party as well as the African National Congress, and at a public 
ng in 1950 burned a bible because he said it was a fabrication of whites. 





wever, for some time Xaba has been a pastor in the Dutch Reformed Church, 
1 1981 he became the first black to pray openly for the success of South 
) ing National Party. 


is General Major Taileger Minaar, former secret agent for BOSS, 


“ it the request of Charles Sebe was detailed in Ciskei when the homeland 


me independent in December 1981. As remuneration, Minaar received among 
ings a model farm with all the trimmings. Minaar is now in jail. 
his farm said that he was led off Wednesday in ankle fetters. 


ign that something was up came last Easter during the annual 

the ruling National Independence Party of Transkei, when one of 

members, Caweni Sotyelelwa, gave a speech full of gloomy allusions 
) utus, which indirectly warned Lennox of his neighbor. 


be shut the man up by having him arrested on the spot. 


er he invited Sotyelelwa to explain further during a cabinet meeting. 


;7 


ssedly asked Minister of Public Works Doyel Jongilanga a specific 


langa became so furious, so goes the story, that he grabbed an ashtray 
; . . . ‘ ‘. on } snbpaaA ar 
irled it across the meeting room at Sotyelelwa. The old man ducked and 








the ashtray hit Minister of Foreign Affairs Pityi on the right eyebrow. An 
ugly cut resulted. 


Even rougher, however, was another cabinet meeting, when Lennox allegedly 
had hit Namba in the face, which was for Charles--and he acted in reflex, he 
said later--inducement to aim his pistol at the president. 


The rousing of popular feeling against the president reached a climax when 

he left for Israel three weeks ago. During that time, it is said, Xaba 
changed his tack. Someone who did not change his tack was Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Pityi, and a few days ago his house was shelled with rifle fire. 


In the meantime, Charles Sebe's son Khambashe, a teenager, and Xaba's son 
Mulelo have been arrested in connection with this incident. 


Botha 


At the same time, Charles and his friends have supposedly written a letter to 
South African Prime Minister Pieter Botha enumerating Lennox's shortcomings. 

Lennox claims to have a copy of the letter in his hands. How he came across 

it is unknown, as is who warned him while he was in Israel. 


That was the first act of this opera. For the inhabitants of Ciskei, this 
episode brings an amount of welcome relief after 18 months of Charles' 
tyranny. Compared to Charies, Lennox is in their eyes almost kind-hearted. 


But a number of people are concerned. For example, Charles's wife, 


Nomafakathi, who fears for her husband's life. ''People in prison are strangled 
or poisoned," she said in an interview. Who would know better than Charles 


1 4 +9 
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. COTTON EXECUTIVE CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT 


Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 21 Jul 83 ppl, 3 


” 2 





\rticle by Donny Nxumalo] 


THE disbanded executive 
committee of the Swaziland 
Cotton Co-operative Societys 
have bitterly criticised go 
vernments handling of their 
probiems 

The three-man delegation 
paid a courtesy call on the 
Prime  Munister Prince 
Bhekimpt. yesterday 


The chairman of th 
iisbanded exreculive 
committee Mr  Samue! 


Simelane. accused the Com 
mussioner for Co-operative 
Development. Mr Jack 
Mbingo. of “killing” the 
society 

Mr Mbingo disbanded the 
Simelane executive 
last year for 
alleged mismanagement of 
the affairs of the 
organisation. Mr Mbingo set 
ip an interim executive 
committee led by Mr Seth 
Diamini which was assigned 


committee 


tO investigate the affairs of 


ine society 
The disbanded committee 
lelegation told the Prime 


Minister that ever since Mr 
Mbingo became 
commissioner. “everything 
eems to he going from bad 
4 “i 
loday. the Coulton farme 
Metter (han a dog on a 
asi said Mr Simelane 
“ Oo not know whether 
. ming oF going 
, ania a i 
} ‘ it we 
, Ox) 
) ¥wilinh Ss OW 


Mr Simelane accused the 
Ministry of Agneculture and 
Co-operatives of having 
killed the society. He 
Charged that the society's 
fices had been closed and 
armers did not know what 
the future held for them 

He said “Government is 
busy saying cotton should be 
cotton society. there is 00 
future for the cotton farmer 

‘The committee brought 


‘ 


by the comnussioner to run 
our affairs ws composed of 
mople who do not know a 
thing about cotton” “tr 
Simelane charged. “We we.c 
not piven a chance to detend 
ourselves 

“We were told tha We 
had been borrowing other 
members loans legally We 
were told that we had 
misappropriated about & 1.5 
milhon from the society Mir 
Simelane added 


He told Prince Bhekur 


that when the disbande 
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larmer | would therefore 
lhe tO ask vou sire Is this 
husiness” 

“Lam asking this guesuion 
because when we were 
chucked out. we were not 


even asked to submit ou: 
financial report Mr 
Simelane said 

He told the Prime 
Minister that they held 
drscusmions with the Deputy 
Minister for Agriculture and 
Cowperatives Prime 
Mahhooru who Mr 
Simelane sand. declared thal 
the problem: was beyond his 
POWERS 

“We then took our 
erevances to the former 
Prime Minister. Prin 
Mabandla and he promosed 
tyy probe through our 
problem. We did not hea: 
anything from him until hy 
lett fic said Mr 
Simelane 

He said the society's “di Bad 
has been raging even before 
the death of AK ng Sonnusa 
it 
“Ever since the election of 
ihe new cCOMiMmttec UNere 1a 
been no peace within the 
socicets.” Mr Sametane said 

In reph the Prime 
Minister sand i did not 
know that the problem ts as 
oki sas you Sa\ it iS 
Moreover. when | took over 
my new post. | did not see 
any ties mdkating your 
roblems from the files of 

» predecessor 

“M4, SUBRESLIOR WOUl’ De 
that this problem is first 
wcussed with the Ministry 
yf \grk ilture. Also. it is my 
Opimon that a commission of 
nyguiry should be set up to 


Ook INO \Our Brevances 


ia not gome, tO ask 
unvone | answer yuesuions 
a 3 report from the 
mst ry he fore i ca sou 


iga 
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\rticle by Mandla Magagula) 

LEX SWAZI farmers who export South Afnca Uf that was white maize products to the 


pure white maize products to 
South Afnca may endanger 
rade relations between the affairs | am not orepared t — 
two countries heey ec it ine SAPA report sa 
This was confirmed by the Mr Ne ’ SAPA reported vyesterda 
: . he ‘nha ‘Sv 
“na rma ) t Soutn accordingly structed hi azila “ 
Alncan Maue Boerd Mr . spect Ss tO Investigate the . J¢ 
Pa : 4 - " 
Heme Neil, yesterday SABC story that Swaziland . 
“It would be an unhealthy The SAPA report 


really the case. it would be a Republic. Sapa attriduted 
very unhapo State of the story the the SAB ; 
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WHITE MALZE PRODUCTS NOT AFFECTED, SAYS KHOZA 


Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 27 Jul 83 p 3 


(Article by Vusie Gamedze] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3400/1748 


SWAZILAND will co- 
ninue to sell pure 
white maize F ewayeg 
This was confirmed ye- 
sterday by the 
Principal Secretary for 
Agriculture and Co 
operatives, Mr Arthur 
hoza. 


He was answering ques 
Hons im connection with a 
South Afncan. repdért thet 
from yesterdat no pure 
white nyve products woukd 
he sokd in the Republic. 


‘Thre s no law in 
Swazilund forcing people not 
t sell pure white maize 
products. Mr Khoza said 
through his personal 
woretars 

However. Mr Khoza said 
yeliow maize products would 
he sold in Swaziland. The 
Johannesburg based South 
Afncan Press Association 
reported yesterday that no 
pure white maize products 
“may be sold in South 
Afrea” The news agency 
wid thes was with effect from 
yesierda\ 


lt based ms report on a 
statement to it by the general 
manager of the South 
African Maize Board. Mr 


Henne Nel 
In hes statement, Mr Nell 
warned that severe action 
wil be taken against parties 
of persons continuing to sell 
pure while maize products.~ 


90 


Sapa quoted Mr Nel as 
saying: “The critical position 
of maize stocks in the 
country makes it imperative 
that no further permits are 
to be issued authorising 
wholesalers or retailers to 
dispose of white maize 
products.” 


“Traders who are still 
under the impression that 
they may sell white maize 
products o.. hand until 
stocks are exhausted, labour 
under a misapprehension 
and render themselves liable 
to prosecution,” Mr Nel said. 


“In the light of the serious 
shortage of white maize and 
the considerable expenses 
mcurred by the governn ent 
to ensure that sufficient 
maize is available until the 
next crop 1s harvested, it 
cannot be allowed that the 
nuxing regulations which 
have been announced in 
good time be ignored.” 


He said -his board could 
not allow an emergency to 
be abused to personal gain. 
and consequently the board 
inspectors would institute 
the necessary prosecutions in 
all cases of contravention 


Yellow maize products are 
already in sale in Swaziland 
But ths has not been 
accompanied by any tough 
measures such as those 
adopted in South Afnca 
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TREE CUTTING BAN IMPOSED 
Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 83 pl 


[Text] A GOVERNMENT Order imposed more than three years ago on residents of 
Lavumisa area stopping them from cutting trees and thatching grass is causing 
concern among the people in the area. 


Some of the huts in more than 180 homesteads will soon collapse and newly 
married sons from the area cannot build houses because they cannot cut trees 
for building poles or cut thatching grass. 


The people were further ordered not to collect firewood and sisal from the 
Mkhulamini Range--the only place they can get then. 


The order was issued in 1979. 


Mr Mpisi Mthembu, whose two huts in this homestead have already collapsed, 
said: "Unless this ban is lifted, many of us will be left homeless. 


"Already many of our huts are being destroyed by termites and, if this con- 
tinues for the next three months, our homes will just collapse". 


Mr Jazi Nyawo said: "One of my huts has been terribly attacked by the ter- 
mites. Although I want to repair it, I cannot get building material because 
of the ban. 


"One just wonders what will happen during the summer when the rains come. 


"The most paining thing is that we are not even allowed to cut grass for 
thatching our huts. We just don't know what to do now’, Mr Nyawo said. 


He said the residents have on several occasions approached the Lavumisa Land 
Ranger, Mr Themba Sigudla to tell him about their plight. He told them that 
he was still fighting to get permission from the government for the people to 
get building material from th: Mkhulamini Range. 


The Lavumisa Land Ranger confirmed this and said: "I've been fighting to get 
permission for three years now, but all in vain. 
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"IT have approached the Mkhulamini officers in-charge about this matter and 
they told me that the Senior Officer in-charge of the place in Manzini has 
totally refused. 


"I then reported the matter to the Nhlangano District Commissioner who asked 
the Senior Officer to come to his office to discuss the matter, but he has not 
gone there yet," said Mr Sigudla. 


Mr Sigudla said the District Commissioner had asked the Mkhulamini officers to 
‘llow the people to cut building poles, grass and sisal to renovate their 
nouses but they refused. 

"As it is, people are now living in shanties because of the Mkhulamini offi- 
cers. The people are accused of not complying with the town's rules, but yet 
Government officers are refusing to allow the people to build proper houses," 
Mr Sigudla said. 


The Nhlangano District Commissioner was not available for comment. 


CSO: 3400/1748 
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SWAZILAND 


BRIEFS 


CHINA GIVES WHITE MAIZE--CHINA has given 988 tonnes of white maize as drought 
relief to Swaziland. The Chinese Ambassador to Swaziland, Mr Chou Tung Hua, 
will hand over the consignment to the Ministry of Agriculture next Wednesday. 
The maize started coming in early this monty by trucks from South Africa and 
is stored at the Ngwempisi Rural Development silos near Mankayane where the 
hand over ceremony will be conducted. The Principal Secretary in the Minis- 
try of Agriculture, Mr Arthur Khoza, said the maize would be distributed 
throuyhout the country to the hardest-hit families. The distribution will be 
conducted by committees in the districts chaired by district officers. The 
silos at Ngwempisi are part of a general national silos programme passed by 
parliament during the last session. Three have already been completed under 
phase one of the programme. These are at Ngwempisi, Madulini and Kalanga, and 
one more is planned to be erected at Ntfonjeni in the Hhohho District. The 
programme will cost El,7 million. Meanwhile, plans are well advanced for the 
second phase of the silos programme. The second phase will include the con- 
struction of a major storage facility at the Matsapha industrial site which is 
planned to be the central storage, and the biggest in the programme. [Text] 
[Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER in English 29 Jul 83 p 1] 


COURT DEPORTS MOZAMBICANS--THE 13 Mozambican immigrants found working illegal- 
ly on a Siteki farm have been deported back to their country by a Siteki mag- 
istrate. They were allegedly employed by a prominent Siteki farmer when 
police pounced on them after a tipoff. Nothing was done to the farmer. They 
were working as labourers. They were found guilty of charges of contravening 
the Kingdom's immigration laws. It was reported earlier that some farmers in 
the Lubombo District were taking advantage of the labour migration from Mozam- 
bique. Police sources in the Lubombo District have said: "Some of these em- 
ployers are very violent when police raid their farms."' The sources said when 
police raid the farms, the Mozambicans dash into bushes at the sight of police 
vans. Police named a prominent farmer in Big Bend as being involved in en- 
ploying the cheap services of the Mozambicans. They pointed out that they 
have not been able to arrest any of his employees because they were always on 
the look-out for police raids. Meanwhile, police have arrested three men in 
connection with the severe burning of a Mozambican national in Siteki in May. 
The men, four in all, roasted the former Mozambican army officer, Mr Simon 
Ndlazi when they caught up with him on a Siteki farm. They bundled him out of 
his quarte.s, and took him to bush where they got a fire going. When Mr Ndla- 
zi screamed they again took him to another spot and got another fire going. 
{Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 29 Jul 83 p 5] 


CSO: 3400/1748 
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UGANDA 


RELATIONS WITH TANZANIA TO BE FOSTERED 


Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 9 Jul 83 p 3 





[Text] A THREE-DAY preparatory ministerial meeting between Tanzania and 
Uganda opened in Dar-es-Salaam last week to complete preparations for the es- 
tablishment of a joint permanent commission of cooperation. 


The meeting follows official talks held at Entebbe last March when the two 
sides discussed matters of economic development and consolidation of their 
relations. 





in his opening speech, Tanzania's minister of state for economic affairs and 
development planning Mr Kigbema Malima said the talks would makr an important 
and historic step in the development and consolidation of relations between 
the two countries. And he added the two governments will have a ready and 
effective machinery to regulate their future development and cooperation in 
the most desirable manner. 


He said the cooperation between Tanzania and Uganda was not a matter of 
choice, but as developing countries they face similar economic problems and 
share common objectives. 


Uganda's minister for regional cooperation, Mr Sam Tewungwa said cooperation 
between the two countries is not new. 


He said both were members of the Organisation of African Unity, and the Kagera 
Basin Development programme 


He said Ugandans regretted the collapse of the East African Community because 
it affected cooperation in matters of trade, customs, income tax, transport 
and communications, research and higher education. He added that through 
constant dialogue, a new form of economic cooperation would emerge in the 
region. 


Mr Tewungwa said he had noted with keen interest recommendations on transport 
and communications by the two countries. He hoped the old East African Com- 
munity project which was intended to provide a second railway in between 
Arusha and Musoma for land-locked Uganda would be revived. 








He said closer relationship between the two countries in the spheres of 
economic, culture and politics had continued to grow. 


The Tanzanian delegation of six ministers is led by Mr Malima. 
The Ugandan side by Mr Tewungwa includes the minister for trade Mr Aliro 


Omara, the minister for communications, Mr Yosamu Mugenyi and the Uganda 
Liaison Officer in Tanzania Mr Omula Otiti. 


CSO: 3400/1740 
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UGANDA 


BRIEFS 


COTTON INDUSTRY--A COTTON ginnery is to be installed at Aringa, Arua Central 
Constituency. Machinery for the factory was due to be collected from Kachun- 
bala, Teso. A member of Parliament for Arua North, Mr Sam Kenyi, told the 
people in this area during a visit by the Deputy Minister of Local Government, 
Mr Patrick Mwondha to Arua District. Mr Kenyi advised the people to grow more 
cash crops and benefit from the increased prices. Mr Mwondha told the people 
at rallies he addressed at Beliefe, Terego county, Oduvi and Kulikulia in 
Odravu, that the government was determined to rebuild the town. [Excerpt] 
[Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 4 Jul 83 p 8] 








CSO: 3400/1740 
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ZIMBASWE 





RADIO TRUTH WARNS AGAINST SHIFT TO LEFT 
MBO091524 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English to Zimbabwe 0430 GMT 9 Aug 83 
[Station commentary] 


[Text] We have often spoken of the way in which the West appears to cringe 
whenever Mugabe cracks the whip. In keeping with the 40-year history of 
granting aid to anyone, particularly your enemies, America is pouring even 
more money into socialist Zimbabwe, and yet the United States, which invented 
Catch-22, has not yet realized the Catch-22 situation it is in now. According 
to the Zimbabwe minister of finance, Bernard Chidzero, Zimbabwe needs huge 
amounts of money to increase the rush to socialism. By granting this aid to 
Zimbabwe, America is assisting the flight to communism and dictatorship, the 
very thing the aid is supposed to halt. We will examine this phenomenon. 


lt is interesting to see justhowthe Western nations, the British and Americans 
in particular, avoid saying anything that might upset the Mugabe regime in 
Harare. To a casual observer Zimbabwe might appear to be one of the few 
remaining shining jewels in the crown of freedom and democracy, for all the 
criticism it has leveled from the West. In fact as we all know the United 
States has boosted its aid to Zimbabwe to more than 80 million dollars this 
year, which sounds like a great deal of money until you work out Zimbabwe's 
debts. But America has stepped up its aid program for the current year at 
least, and while it might not extend to another fiscal year the aid will give 
Mugabe something of a belated boost. 


For this alone Mr Mugabe must be congratulated because he has pulled the wool 
over the eyes of the Americans in a very cunning manner and guaranteed himself 
a4 measure of peace by so doing. Mugabe has discovered the secret of 
continuing aid by the West, and the secret is communist rhetoric. The more 
you stamp and threaten, the more you run down the West and capitalism, the 
more money you can expect. 


It is interesting to note that even at the height of the slaughter by the 

5th Brigade in Matabeleland not one single Western nation spoke up against 
the killings. Instead it was left to journalists and to the clergy, both of 
whom were quickly muzzled. This alone indicates the fear in Western capitals 
that should they dare to criticize Mugabe they may drive him even further 
into the waiting arms of the communist bloc. 
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Although Radio Truth has it on good authority that the Americans and the 

West Germans particularly are very worried about Mugabe, they are playing 

4 waiting game. The Americans generally have expressed grave concern over 
statements by the regime, though Washington chooses to ignore them for the 
moment, saying they are just rhetoric. But no account of similar facile 
excuses will any longer blinker the West Germans, who watched Mr Mugabe's 
tour of East Germany recently with open mouths. Even dear old, short-sighted 
-to the end, Britain is having second thoughts and sees Mugabe as having 
abandoned his stand of nonalignment in favor of a commitment to the Eastern 
Bloc, and about them, too. 


But what is this nonalignment really all about? Could anyone really believe 
that for one moment that countries such as Red China and Cuba are nonaligned? 
Of course not, and this is because the very term has been corrupted to mean 
ideological nonalignment rather than factual nonalignment. In other words 
Cuba, as an example, can be communist to the eyebrows, but as long as it does 
not openly sign a mutual defense treaty with the Soviet Union it can be 
considered to be nonaligned. 


Of course all this is just another exercise in rhetoric, but it has served 
to blind much of the Western world for four decades and mu. «=, therefore, be 
considered as having more than served its purpose. It is this constant 
chant of nonalignment and another, the balance of terror, which has galled 
the West into dangerous and muddle-headed decisions and actions. 


Many of us can remember just a decade or so ago when the United States enjoyed 
a four or five to one majority in just about every type of military weapon 

or craft, yet today the reverse is true, and the West has thrown away every 
one of the advantages it enjoyed. America even appeared to be contributing 

to its downfall by selling equipment which could be used for military 

purposes to Russia. Furthermore, it is no exaggeration to say that if the 
West ceased shipping wheat and other foodstuffs to Russia that country would 
collapse like a pricked balloon. Why, then, when such massive control can be 
exerted from Washington, does the United States quite literally not pull 

the plug on Moscow and allow it to sink? 


fo a simple human being living in Kansas this might appear to be the obvious 
answer to all these problems, but actually the problem and its solution are 
far more complex. America, like most of the rest of the Free World states, 
is heavily overproduced with all kinds of goods and foodstuffs and has to 


find alternative markets to survive. 


(he Eastern Bloc has revealed its socialist policies to be an absolute failure, 
and most of its members, particularly Russians, cannot even feed themselves, 
But the battle to fill bellies is really only the first step in an arduous 
campaign to capture minds and hearts, and the minds and hearts everyone is 
after reside in the guise of the Nonaligned Movement. The struggle today 

is really for souls rather than territorial gains, and the war, and war it 

is, has been waged bitterly by both the Soviet Union and the United States 

for decades. 
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By clamping for membership in the so-called Nonaligned Movement Mugabe has 
hoped and succeeded in obtaining what he thinks is the best of both worlds. 
He can enjoy his money from the West and his politics from the East, or so 

he would have us believe. However, Mugabe and Zimbabwe have moved onto 

very dangerous ground, and once committed there is no turning back. Russia 
is not seeking ideological commitment but actual commitment, and a campaign 
being waged for Zimbabwe is not so much hearts and minds as bodies and souls. 


The West is trying to maintain Zimbabwe in a relatively stable condition 
until such time as either Mugabe is a thing of the past or comes to his 
senses. If Mugabe continues to drag Zimbabwe to the left it will not be long 
before Zimbabwe is in the front line of a new war far more devastating than 
any fought before. 


Already Zimbabwe is overrun with Russian handmaidens; the North Koreans, the 
Cubans of the East, and the country's policies are beginning to reflect the 
stamp of its new master. The West will stand by and watch for a while longer, 
but should the drift continue Western states will have no recou:'se other than 
to shake their heads and abandon the country to its fate. 


Even school children today realize that communism is the greatest threat 
known to mankind. If Mugabe doesn't wake up to this elementary fact of life 
soon, it will [be] far too late for him and Zimbabwe. 
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ZIMBABWE 


THE HERALD OUTLINES NEW TAXATION SCHEME 
MBO50649 Harare THE HERALD in English 30 Jul 83 p l 


{Text} More than 500,000 people will join the present 90,000 income taxpayers 
once the assembly authorises the 2-percent tax for everyone earning more than 
SLOO a month but not yet paying PAYE [Pay As You Earn System]. Government 
statistics show there are around one million people in employment. Almost 
half of these are in the agricultural, mining or domestic service sectors 
where the minimum wage is less than $100 a month, although many do earn more. 
jut there are more than 500,000 in commerce, industry and the service sectors 
which have a minimum of $105 a month and so all employed in these areas will 
have to pay tax. 


[In his budget speech on Thursday the minister of finance, economic planning 
and development, Dr Bernard Chidzero, said the measure was expected to raise 
99 million by the middle of next year. Once a person becomes eligible to pay 
PAYE he will continue to be taxed at 2 percent of his salary until his PAYE 

is more. For example, a single man earning $151 a month with no abatements 

at all should pay a basic PAYE of 16 (cent) a month, or 20 (cent) from October 
with the new surcharges. But he will in fact pay $3.02, or 2 percent of his 
salary. As his pay goes up his PAYE will rise until it is more than 2 percent 
of his salary and then he starts paying that tax instead of the 2 percent. A 
min on the minimum wage of $105 a month will have to pay $2.10 a month, the tax 
being collected by his employer. Women will be taxed at the same rate. 


Cde Chidzero said the new lower-level income tax would remedy the major defect 
of too narrow a tax base of the present system. Other income tax payers will 
have to pay a higher surcharge over the present tax year ranging from 20 per- 
cent to 40 percent. Most taxpayers will have to pay just 20 percent on all 
their income tax with only those paying more than $4,000 a year in basic income 
tax having to worry about the higher rates. 


The minister intends to collect the surcharge from PAYE taxpayers for the whole 
tax year during the six months from October 1. It is intended to levy a 
25-percent surcharge on all PAYE taxpayers during these six months with any 
shortfall being payable on assessment. The present surcharge is 15 percent, 

so u person whose salary does not change between September and October will 
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have to pay about 8.7 percent more tax in October than in September. So a 
person paying $200 in September will pay $217.40 in October in PAYE. Other 
individual taxpayers, not on PAYE, will be asked to pay a surcharge of 

5 percent on the basic tax they paid in the last year and are just now 

being assessed for. This advance surcharge will be credited when the person 
~is assessed for the present tax year. 


Cde Chidzero said the extra surcharge would bring in an extra $18 million 

for the present tax year. The new higher sales tax rates, and the movement 

ot certain Luxuries from the lower 18 percent level to the higher 23 percent 
level, would bring in an extra $78 million. He said he was aware of the 
retrogressive nature of boosting sales tax, but he had tried to keep the ratio 
between direct taxation, like income tax, and indirect taxes, such as sales tax, 


The 20-percent tax on remittances outside Zimbabwe for certain consultancy 
services would yield $5 million, while the increase in customs surtax from 

15 to 20 percent would give the government an extra $27 million. The 15-percent 
excise duty on passenger cars assembled in Zimbabwe and on imported trucks 

would yield $10 million. All the new taxes, including the rise in company 

tax, would yield an extra $150 million. This is on top of the $168 million 

that [phrase indistinct] by without any extra taxes because of the February 
mini-budget and higher incomes, 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


SETTLERS WARNED ON REBUILDING--The deputy minister of lands, resettlement, 
and rural development, Comrade Mark Dube, has warned resettlement officers 
ugainst building empires of their own in resettlement areas. Comrade Dube 
mide this statement when he addressed 30 senior government officers at the 
end of a 2-week workshop on the management of resettlement projects in 
Harare yesterday. He said the duty of resettlement officials is to 
resettle people and to see that they learn to feed themselves and the 
nation. An extension specialist with AGRITEX, Dr (Taruminga), called on 
the government to work out an appropriate rural development strategy and 
technology. [Text] [MB100815 Harare Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 
10 Aug 83] 


MOZAMBLCANS LN ZIMBABWE--At any given time, more tl.an 20,000 Mozambicans 
are living inside Zimbabwe along its border with Mozambique. These people 
are not refugees as such but rather villagers trying to escape the continuing 
war in Mozambique. The Zimbabweans in the region are very unhappy since 
many of the Mozambicans carry disease with them, such as typhoid and cholera, 
and are taking up valuable and scarce Zimbabwean medical supplies. Also, any 
Mozambican who finds work is doing a Zimbabwean out of a job, particularly 
as the Mozambicans will work hard and for less money. The people of the 
eastern districts also complain that the Mozambicans are eating valuable 

(ood and are causing a huge squatting problem. The ZANU-PF regime will not 
recognize these people as being genuine refugees because to do so would 
cause embarrassment to Mozambique. But because they are not recognized as 
refugees, no aid is forthcoming from the international agencies. [Excerpt] 
(MB101230 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English to Zimbabwe 0430 GMT 

LO Aug 83] 


BOTSWANA, ZAMBIA TIES--The Botswana-Zimbabwe alliance has been brought about 
partly by Zimbabwe, which sent a number of young men into Botswana posing as 
refugees from Matabeleland. These young men were given money and were 
ordered to cause as much trouble as they could in Botswana. There followed 
a wave of crime, drunkenness and violence, until the Botswana were fed up 
with these so-called refugees. However, Radio Truth has it on record that 
many of the criminals in Botswana are also ANC members from South Africa. 








we would suggest that the Botswana government's work is only half done 

until these people are also thrown out <. that country. Both Botswana 

and Zambia have indicated that they are not party to the Kadoma declaration 
banning all foreign journalists working out of South Africa. Both Zambia 
and Botswana cannot afford to make such a foolish move as to ban foreign 
journalists, as they are both heavily reliant on foreign aid. The two 
countries also see Zimbabwe's move in banning the BBC team under the cloak 
of the so-called Frontline States as being an attempt to hijack the move- 
ment. They say that if Zimbabwe is allowed to get away with such a move, 

it might attempt to hijack the SADCC [Southern African Development Coordina- 
tion Conference] movement as well. One Zamb: an member of parliament told us 
that his government is angry over what it sees as Zimbabwe attempting to act 
unilaterally, but under the cloak of the Frontline States movement. He said 
that if Zimbabwe does not have the courage of its convictions it should get 
out of the movement. Neither Botswana nor Zambia were prepared to allow 
Zimbabwe to act as the leader of the Frontline States or of the SADCC movement. 
[Text] |MB101113 (Clandestine) Radio Truth in English to Zimbabwe 0430 GMT 
10 Aug 83] 
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